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      “Fear exists before and after, but not while the shots are being fired, because, at that moment, you see men at their very limit, capable of the most heroic of actions and the most inhumane.” -  Paulo Coelho
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      A sense of Déjà vu hits me right between the eyes as Jenna fumbles with the to-go containers and her purse. Tonight, we’re having our weekly “girl’s night out” at my little house.

      “You should’ve called and asked one of us to come out to help you.” I roll my eyes. My friend refuses to ask for assistance.

      I grab the box out of her hand and place it on the counter. Jenna hangs her purse on a barstool and starts unpacking our dinner while London and I pour drinks. “Damn, girl. You must be hungry.” Maddie points to the four overfull boxes lining my counter. “You went overboard again.”

      “I am starving.” Jenna shakes her head. “But I only ordered one taco-burrito snack pack. Tino must’ve given us extra again.”

      “He must think we’re feeding the entire neighborhood.” Maddie grabs a little box and throws back her head laughing. “He even sent us more peppers.” She holds up the note on top and reads it out loud. “Just in case you ladies are feeling adventurous. I’ve added a few spicy treats.”

      Months ago, we had a girl’s night at London’s apartment. Maddie accidentally ate one of Tino’s Carolina Reaper peppers, and we all suffered with her. After I fed her ice cream to soothe the burning, she reminded me of her issue with lactose. The ice cream eased the pain in her mouth but caused abdominal discomfort. It ended up being a long night for all of us.

      My front door flies open, and Piper comes rushing in. She slams her purse down and groans. “Sorry, I’m late.” She glances over at Jenna and rolls her eyes. “My boss is a cruel woman.”

      Jenna sticks her tongue out before reminding her, “You volunteered for this project.”

      Piper grumbles about not knowing what she was getting into and drops down onto a barstool. “Dealing with your husband’s best friend is going to turn me prematurely gray.”

      “That’s why we have great hairdressers.” Jenna shrugs. “Get over it.” Jenna is the editor-in-chief of Curvy Cuties magazine. She began as an intern and impressed the owner, Ms. Milly. When the elderly lady decided to retire, she made a very generous proposal to my friend—control of the magazine in exchange for a small percentage of the profits. Ms. Milly refuses to take our money, so we donate her portion to a women and children’s charity in her name.

      We’ve worked our asses off to turn the old, dated publication into a modern women’s magazine. Each of us found the perfect position at Curvy Cuties. Piper, Jenna’s best friend since childhood, became Assistant Editor. Throughout college, London was our go-to fashion guru. She has a degree in Fashion Design, and Jenna offered her the Fashion Editor job at the magazine. I’m the saleswoman of our group. My Marketing degree works perfectly for the Advertising Executive position, and Maddie worked her ass off to win the Feature Editor's job. Seeing my four best friends every day at the office is wonderful most of the time. We have our little snits, but we get over any problems quickly.

      “I can’t believe your husband let you escape the bedroom long enough to come out tonight,” I tease Jenna.

      She looks over at me and wiggles her eyebrows. “I’ll make it up to him later.”

      “Eww.” Piper crosses her eyes and makes gagging noises. “I don’t want to hear about your bedroom games.”

      “That’s new.” London looks between Piper and Jenna. We’re all thinking the same thing. What has suddenly made Piper so grouchy? She’s usually the first to joke about Jenna’s quickie marriage to Wild Templeton.

      Months ago, they met at the party celebrating the magazine’s new direction. Before meeting our friend, the wealthy businessman vehemently opposed the transaction.

      Jenna managed to convince him that we weren’t taking advantage of his mother. Their fast-moving relationship gave us tons of ammunition. We love to tease her about the methods she used to win over Wild Templeton, but we’re truly happy our friend has found her soulmate.

      “Look,” Piper explains, “having to deal with Dillon Evans is enough to turn any woman against men.”

      When she spins around and storms over to the cabinet and reaches in to grab a glass, Jenna glances between London, Maddie, and me and mouths, “She’s in love.” Oof. It looks like another friend is falling.

      Piper turns around and silently narrows her eyes at Jenna. As we watch, she pours tequila into the glass before downing it in one gulp.

      After watching Piper drown her sorrows in the tequila, I decide it’s time to change the subject. We’ll get the whole story out of her once the alcohol takes effect.

      “I have beer, amaretto, and overproof rum.” I ran out at lunch to buy supplies for tonight. Unpacking the bag from Cheapy Liquor, I place the two bottles of rum and the brand-new shot glasses on the counter. Yesterday, I stopped by the convenience store on the corner and bought the beer. It’s been chilling in my refrigerator all night. “Every Cinco de Mayo celebration needs flaming Dr. Pepper shots.”

      “What in the hell is overproof rum?” Maddie picks up the bottle and glances at the label.

      “It’s higher potency rum,” I explain. “The online article said it’s necessary to cause the drink to flame.”

      “Holy hell.” London throws up her hands. “You know we have bad luck trying shit like that.” She looks over at Jenna and raises an eyebrow. My newly married friend shrugs but doesn’t object.

      “Don’t be a Debbie Downer,” Piper slurs. After three tequila shots, she’s feeling no pain. Reminder to self—don’t let her light the alcohol.

      “Come on.” I turn to London. “We’ll be careful. It’s not like we’re total morons.” She raises an eyebrow. “What could go wrong?”
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