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        Welcome to the Happy Story Garden, dear reader!

        This book, “About Anything and Everything,” is part of a collection of short stories that will help you discover and learn so much. From the magic of nature, mythical creatures, and the lives of animals on our planet to stories that include real-life family situations that you might already be familiar with.

        I hope you will enjoy them and want to read more!
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      Fairies are all different, just like us. There are fairies who are capricious, and there are fairies who love to dream and get angry if awakened. There are fairies who make a drama out of everything, but generally fairies are always cheerful and joyful. Some of them like to give orders, and some of them like to do nothing much at all, just fly and chat incessantly with their fairy friends. So, a large variety of fairies live in the world.

      Our particular fairy lived in a very beautiful and large garden that was filled with many flowers and trees, and she was very happy there.
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      Well, maybe she was just a little sad about one thing, she wanted to be able to do something with her little hands, and not cheat with the help of magic dust or a wand. 

      This garden belonged to an artist. She was a very sweet woman and had two restless daughters, also a little like fairies, cheerful and curly-haired.

      Our fairy, who was called Dinkie, often watched them play but Dinkie was particularly interested in the time their mother spent teaching her children things.

      They were taught how to draw, how to play the flute, how to weave and how to plant flowers in beautiful pots, how to bake and so much more. She saw how they learnt to sculpt small toy horses, roosters, and dogs from clay. These were then carefully placed in the kiln for firing along with their mother’s painted clay dishes. The next day they would take these items out of the oven and gasped with delight at the result! Our fairy gasped along with them, but they did not notice her. It was a shame, the little fairy really wanted to do something herself and surprise everyone. Dinkie was sad that she could only do short-lived creations and then, only with the help of magic dust. 

      Dinkie tried to talk about this with other fairies, but they laughed at her desire and called it an odd quirk. It seemed to the little fairy that none of her friends understood her, and they did not understand why they should learn such strange things as writing and drawing when they each had a small magic wand. 

      With the help of these cute magical little things, they could easily turn a beetle into a butterfly, a flower into a house, and a light cobweb into a lovely dress. But Dinkie wanted to learn how to do things without a magic wand. 

      She spent hours circling around the girls with their heads bowed over embroidery or drawing and trying to understand how they did it. No, for some reason she didn’t want to embroider; she was afraid of the heavy metal needle and thread. Although... If you powder the needle a little with magic dust, it would become light. But that doesn't count, that would be cheating.
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      To learn how to draw, Dinkie even plucked some soft fur from her rabbit friend. He was not offended at all but was looking forward to Dinkie showing her drawing to the rabbit.

      While mum and the girls were in the garden, our fairy decided to paint her friend in watercolors. The girls left paints and water on the table and the fairy was eager to try what she could do. Dinkie remembered well what kind of head the rabbit had, soft fluffy paws and a pink nose. She got immediately to work.
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      First, she found the smallest piece of paper and drew with gray paint the background, the outline of the rabbit's head with ears, then she outlined the nose with pink paint and added several long whiskers. Then the rabbit had a short stubby tail, two hind legs, and two front ones. Everything seemed to work out well, but Dinkie remembered that her friend was very fluffy. How to show soft fur with paints? Dinkie added a few drops of clean water to the drawing and the watercolor blurred a little on the back and on the pressed ears. It turned out even better than she expected! The little fairy highlighted the shadows behind the paws and under the ears with gray paint and left the paper to dry. Satisfied with herself, our fairy flew off to rest.

      There followed a real commotion at the home! When the girls returned from the garden, they found a drawing of a rabbit on the table and a strange bunch of wet gray wool tied to a blade of grass. Our fairy left all this on the table and carelessly flew away.

      The drawing was wonderful, but who drew it? Both the artist mother and both girls could not come up with any idea. And the next day the drawing disappeared, but another one appeared - a beautiful daisy with a leaf and a yellow center. The next picture was of a laughing pink and yellow cloud, and a blackberry. The girls' surprise knew no bounds, but no one could have thought that all this was drawn by a little fairy from their garden!

      Soon the girls noticed that their looms were being used by someone else, weaving unusual patterns day after day; on the shelf where clay crafts were placed, sculptures of two gnomes, a baby squirrel and a tiny robin appeared. Yes, our little fairy was very talented, she wanted to learn, and she put her mind to it.

      Every day the girls found more and more miniature crafts and drawings. But no matter how hard the girls tried to see who was doing them and when, they couldn’t.
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      Then the artist mother offered to leave a drawing on the table for the stranger. Their house and garden, and the girls and mother themselves, will be drawn on it, and an empty space will be left next to it, inviting the unknown artist to finish the drawing. The girls looked at their mother with admiration and clapped their hands with joy!

      “Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!” - the girls shouted in unison and circled their laughing mother around the room.

      They immediately sat down to draw and made it so beautiful and realistic that you can be sure that the mystery artist will definitely respond.

      The next day, when the little fairy saw that the girls had gone shopping with their mother, she flew into the room and noticed this beautiful drawing on the table. She was very familiar with this garden and this house and these two smiling girls and their mother. But then she saw the place near them, and it was empty.
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      “Did they really forget to finish drawing something?” Dinkie thought and sat down on the edge of the sheet. She looked at the drawing from all sides and even flew around it a couple of times. Yes, this space was left for her so she could finish drawing something! But what did the girls want her to finish drawing? She had already drawn a rabbit and various flowers... The fairy thought for a moment, took out the rabbit fur brush from her pocket and began to think.

      Yes, I forgot to say that the rabbit liked the portrait so much that he allowed the little fairy to take from him as many strands of fur as she needed.

      When the girls and their mother returned home, they immediately rushed to the table and froze in surprise. In the empty space of their picture, a translucent flower of an open rose was drawn, on its petal a little fairy sat and laughed. In one hand she had a magic wand, and in the other a miniature figurine of a gnome, which they had seen on a shelf in the workshop. It all seemed impossible, but it was true!

      You can either believe or not whether fairies exist, but one day they can show you that they are around us in our world.
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