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The National Basketball Association (NBA) is one of the most popular and successful sports leagues in the world. Since its founding in 1946, it has provided basketball fans with some of the most exciting, controversial and scandalous moments in the history of the sport.




In this book, we'll dive into some of the NBA's most impressive records, from the exploits of legends like Michael Jordan and LeBron James, to the most surprising achievements of lesser-known teams. We'll also explore some of the most infamous controversies in league history, from controversial refereeing decisions to the drug and betting scandals that have rocked the sport.




In addition, we will unearth some of the most curious stories behind the NBA. We'll discover how the league's iconic logo was created, why the Lakers and Celtics are the most successful teams, and how a basketball player became one of Hollywood's greatest actors.






We'll also investigate some of the strangest and most baffling moments in NBA history, from players who walked out in the middle of a game to coaches who dressed in suits to play.




This book is a celebration of everything that makes the NBA so exciting, intriguing, and surprising. From the most impressive records to the most embarrassing scandals, there's no doubt that the NBA is one of the most fascinating sports leagues in the world, and in these pages you'll find out why.






[image: ]





THE CREATION OF THE NBA
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The NBA is one of the most popular sports in the world, but its path to success was not easy. The NBA was originally a combination of two major leagues: the American Basketball Association (ABA) and the American Basketball Association (BAA).

ABA was founded in 1967 and aims to attract a new and diverse audience, introducing new rules and a comfortable and fun way to play. This league was able to sign NBA players such as Julius Erving and Moses Malone and soon became the largest league in the BAA.

On the other hand, the BAA was founded in 1946 and mostly included teams from the eastern states of the United States. This league had a classic style of play and was dominated by teams like the Boston Celtics and the New York Knicks.

In 1946, the two teams decided to merge to form the NBA. The first official NBA game took place on November 1, 1946 between the Knicks and the Toronto Huskies.



THE OLDEST PLAYER

––––––––
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Nat Hickey is a name that may not be familiar to most basketball fans, but his legacy lives on in NBA history as the oldest player to appear in the game. At the age of 45, Hickey, then the team's coach and owner, had a spectacular performance in the Providence Steamrollers' game against the Tri-Cities Blackhawks in 1948.

The story of Hickey's appearances on the court is even more interesting. After retiring as a professional player, Hickey decided to try to return to the NBA at the age of 45, which was considered impossible at the time. Despite only playing a few minutes, Hickey made a positive impact on the game by recording an assist and receiving a free pass.

Although Hickey's career as an NBA player was short- lived, his legacy lives on as an example of determination and perseverance. His appearance in the game is proof that the competitive spirit is ageless, and his contribution to basketball is still remembered in NBA history.



THE FIRST PLAYER TO WIN $1 MILLION DOLLARS

The NBA has seen significant salary changes in recent years, with Patrick Ewing becoming the first player in NBA history to earn more than $1 million in a single season. In the 1990-91 season, Ewing, who played for the New York Knicks, earned exactly $1,070,000, surpassing the symbolic threshold of $1 million.

Ewing's signing was a turning point in NBA history, paving the way for other players to earn the same salary. Prior to this, the average salary for an NBA player was less than $100,000 per season.

Since then, NBA salaries have increased, with many star players earning several million dollars per season. Stephen Curry signed the largest contract in NBA history in 2017 for $225,000 over five years.

Ewing's contribution to NBA history goes beyond his salary. The Knicks point guard is one of the best centers in the league and has led the team to the NBA Finals twice.



THE SHORTEST PLAYER IN NBA HISTORY

Muggsy Bogues is an NBA basketball player known as the shortest player in league history. Bogz was only 5'6", making him a short figure in the world of professional basketball. Despite his size, Bogz proved to be a quick and speedy player, using this ability to control the court.
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