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    To my beloved parents,Immanuel and Helmina,

who have completed fifty years of marriage not merely by enduring time,but by honoring a covenant, answering a calling, and stewarding love with faithfulness.

Your union was never loud, yet it was strong.Never perfect, yet always faithful.Through seasons of abundance and seasons of sacrifice,you chose one another again and again—not as survivors of marriage, but as servants of it.

You built your life together on prayer, perseverance, and quiet obedience.In doing so, you taught me that marriage is not sustained by emotion alone,but by commitment, humility, and reverence for what is sacred.

This book stands as a witness to your journey—a testimony that love, when placed on the altar,can endure, mature, and bless generations.

With honour, gratitude, and deep love,this work is dedicated to you.

      

    


Built on the Altar

A 50-Year Journey of Marriage as Covenant, Calling, and Stewardship


	Marriage Is Not a Feeling — It Is an Assignment
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	Children Don’t Imitate Advice — They Imitate Atmosphere
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Chapter 1 : Marriage Is Not a Feeling — It Is an Assignment
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“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.” — Proverbs 16:3



The Day We Realized Love Was Not Enough

We did not discover this truth on our wedding day.

That day was full of music, smiles, photographs, and promises spoken with trembling joy. Like most couples, we believed love would naturally carry us forward. We assumed that sincerity plus affection would be sufficient to sustain a lifetime.

It wasn’t until years later—after misunderstandings that lingered too long, seasons of exhaustion, moments of silence heavier than arguments—that we encountered a deeper reality:

Marriage does not survive on emotion.

It survives on obedience.

Not obedience to one another—but obedience to God.

That realization did not come through a sermon or a book. It came through responsibility. Through waking up when walking away would have been easier. Through staying present when feelings went missing. Through learning that covenant love is not something you feel your way into—it is something you live your way into.

That was the moment marriage stopped being an emotion-driven experience and became a God-given assignment.



Why Most Marriages Are Overburdened by Feelings

Feelings are powerful, but they are unreliable leaders.

They rise and fall with sleep, stress, seasons, finances, hormones, and expectations. When feelings lead marriage, the relationship becomes fragile—strong on good days, weak on ordinary ones, and endangered during storms.

Many couples don’t fail because they stopped loving each other.

They fail because they expected love to do the work of commitment.

Marriage was never designed to be sustained by constant emotional intensity. Scripture never commands us to feel faithful. It calls us to be faithful.

This is where the misunderstanding begins.

When marriage is framed as a feeling, disappointment feels like betrayal.

When marriage is understood as an assignment, difficulty feels like responsibility.

One mindset leads to escape.

The other leads to growth.



Assignment Changes the Way You Show Up

An assignment carries weight.

It demands preparation, consistency, accountability, and endurance. You do not abandon an assignment because it feels difficult—you learn how to carry it better.
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