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            Romans 1:17  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith.
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The epistle to the Romans is one of the toughest books of the Bible. Its contents and theology have caused many theologians to struggle to understand its true meaning. I must credit the author for his boldness and attempt to do an expositional commentary on the epistle of Romans. The author has tried faithfully to stick to the themes and flown along with Paul’s ideology and approach. It has begun with the depraved fallen human condition to the victorious salvation of the new creation in Christ. Step by step, one can be guided to appreciate God’s unconditional love and to gain salvation by grace through faith. The author, like Paul, is truly presenting in layman’s language the concept that the Son of God became the Son of Man so that the sons of man can become sons of God. May you find this expositional commentary helpful and enlightening. Praise be to God. 

Archbishop Ng Moon Hing

Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia
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Romans provides timeless wisdom for today’s complex world and can serve as an invaluable resource in unlocking these truths. With 33 daily lessons, this expositional Bible study and devotional illuminates Romans by explaining and exploring each verse or passage within it. Through these lessons, readers will gain a deeper understanding of God’s grace and power, gain greater knowledge of Jesus Christ, and deepen their faith in Him. This is a comprehensive yet accessible guide to Scripture ideal for individuals and groups alike! Readers of Max Lucado, Timothy Keller, and R. T. Kendall will find comfort in the approach taken here. Whether you are an established Bible student or just beginning your spiritual quest, this book will help you discover the timeless truths in Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh

July 2021
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“Romans: The Righteousness of God is Revealed from Faith to Faith by Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh is a great way to study the Book of Romans. I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on myself. I would recommend this book to anyone wanting a deeper understanding of Faith that is found in the Book of Romans,” Kevin Booker.

This letter was delivered by a woman named Phoebe to the Christians of Rome. “The letter is about many different topics. Sanctification is expressed deeply in the letter. The author puts it best when he said that ‘Our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God’. This book clearly states Scripture and then summarizes it, making it easy to understand. Recommended,” Tiffany Townsend.

“I used this study as a daily devotional and I felt blessed by the writing of Paul and his knowledge and depth of expression to all of us believers. Passages from the Book of Romans are explained, verse-by-verse, passage-by-passage, and chapter-by-chapter over 33 Bible study lessons. I plan to share this daily Bible Study with my personal study group and am excited to work and grow with this study once again. Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh is an excellent author, he allows you to form your own opinions and learn more and dwell more in the steps of Christ. I highly recommend this novel. This is my true and honest review,” PAR. 

“This book is a great Bible study to learn more about the Epistle of Romans written by the Apostle Paul. Each chapter and paragraph is well explained even a layman can understand. Some of the Greek words are translated which makes it more interesting to read and understand,” J. Sharmani.

“As usual, Dr. Koh has written a great book that teaches the reader about the book of Romans in a relatable way to help one along with their studies in Christianity and as a Christian,” Rowan E. Creech, Bookbub, Goodreads
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Chapter 1

Introduction
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, we pray for divine enlightenment, spiritual gifting, revelation, insight, wisdom, persistence, and perseverance to study the book of Romans. We pray for open hearts, minds, eyes, ears, and hands. We pray for spiritual transformation of hearts, renewal of minds, and washing by the Word. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Authorship

There is no dispute among scholars that the apostle Paul wrote Romans. 

Date and place

Scholars believe that Paul wrote Romans in AD 57 in Corinth during his third missionary journey. He was about to return to the cash-strapped mother church in Jerusalem with an offering from the churches in Achaia and Macedonia. Paul had entrusted a sister, Phoebe of Cenchrea, to carry this book to Rome and deliver it to the congregation there. 

Recipients

Paul wrote Romans for the predominantly Gentile Christians in Rome, although there was a minority of Jewish Christians as well. 

Themes

The themes of Romans include salvation, the righteousness from God, justification by faith, sanctification, God’s plan for Israel, and manifestos of Christian living. 

Purpose

Paul wrote Romans to prepare for his plan to visit Rome and Spain, to teach basic Christian doctrines on salvation to Jewish and Gentile Christians.

Lesson 1

Romans 1:1–7, salutation

Verses 1–2, 1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the Good News of God, 2 which he promised before through his prophets in the holy Scriptures.

Reflection

Paul declared himself to be the author of Romans in the very first verse. Greek for “bondservant” is doulos, which means a slave. Greek for “apostle” is apostolos, which means a messenger. Greek for “separated” is chorizo, which means set apart or sanctified. Greek for the “gospel” is evangelion which means good news. Paul was a slave of Jesus Christ, called to be a messenger of God, set apart for the good news promised through the prophets of the Old Testament.

Verses 3–4, 3 concerning his Son, who was born of the offspring of David according to the flesh, 4 who was declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reflection

The good news of God is the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, a physical descendent of King David, who was resurrected from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Verse 5, through whom we received grace and apostleship for obedience of faith among all the nations for his name’s sake.

Reflection

By faith, the apostles received grace, peace, and apostleship from God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Greek for “lord” is kyrios, which means master. Greek for Jesus is Joshua, which means God saves. Greek for Christ is Christos, which means the Anointed One, Messiah in Hebrew. 

Verses 6–7, 6 among whom you are also called to belong to Jesus Christ; 7 to all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection

Greek for saint is hagios, which means separated, set apart, sanctified, or holy. Christians are called by Jesus Christ, loved by God, and set apart for Him.

Paul pronounced grace and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus. Hebrew for peace is shalom. Justification by grace precedes reconciliation and peace with God.

Application

The gospel is the good news of God concerning Jesus Christ, who rose from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. The gospel is from God, about God, about Jesus Christ, the Messiah. The gospel is the gospel of grace and peace. Christians are saints, “holy ones,” set apart, separated, holy, and sanctified by God to do the work of His kingdom. 

Prayer

Father, thank You for the gospel of Jesus Christ, the universal good news for all people. Thank You for the gift of salvation and justification by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Thank You for grace and peace through the gospel of peace. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Lesson 2

Prayer

Heavenly Father, we pray for the ministry of the Word for us today. We claim the promise of Your presence when two or more Christians are gathered together in Your name. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Romans 1:8–15

Verses 8–9, 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, that your faith is proclaimed throughout the whole world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the Good News of his Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you always in my prayers. 

Reflection

Paul thanked God for his audience and their faith. He prayed for them persistently mentioning them by name to God.

Verses 10–13, 10 requesting, if by any means now at last I may be prospered by the will of God to come to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, to the end that you may be established; 12 that is, that I with you may be encouraged in you, each of us by the other’s faith, both yours and mine. 13 Now I don’t desire to have you unaware, brothers, that I often planned to come to you, and was hindered so far, that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles. 

Reflection

Paul longed to visit the church in Rome and prayed for God to allow him to go to them to teach, impart spiritual gifts, encourage, and be encouraged by them. 

Verses 14–15, 14 I am debtor both to Greeks and to foreigners, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So as much as is in me, I am eager to preach the Good News to you also who are in Rome.

Greek for “barbarian” is barbaros, which means non-Greek speaking foreigners. Paul owed a debt of favor to the Greek and non-Greek Christians of Rome and was ready to preach the gospel to them. 

Application

Paul had a dynamic prayer life. He prayed for all his associates, persistently mentioning them by name to God. He committed everything to God. He prayed according to God’s will. We are to pray for others, persistently mentioning them by name and thanking God for their friendship, fellowship, and support. We are to emulate the prayer life of Paul. A vibrant prayer life is a key to victorious Christian living. 

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for the power of the gospel to save everyone who believes in Jesus Christ, first Jews and then Gentiles. Thank You that salvation is universal for everyone who believes. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Lesson 3

Prayer

Heavenly Father, we pray for the Bread of Life to nourish our souls and mature our spirits. We pray for the strengthening of faith, growing in grace, wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Romans 1:16–17, the just shall live by faith

Verses 16–17, 16 For I am not ashamed of the Good News of Christ, because it is the power of God for salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first, and also for the Greek. 17 For in it is revealed God’s righteousness from faith to faith. As it is written, “But the righteous shall live by faith. [Habakkuk 2:4]”

Reflection

The message of the gospel when properly shared had great potential to save lives. It had the power of dynamite to convict of sin and save souls. Greek for “power” is dynamis, which means miraculous power. Justification is by grace through faith in Christ. 

Paul quoted Habakkuk 2:4, Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him, but the just shall live by his faith.

1 Corinthians 1:18, For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

Romans 3:23–24, For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

Romans 10:9, if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Application

The gospel of Jesus Christ when communicated correctly has the power of God to convict sin and save lost souls. We need evangelism training to learn to communicate the gospel accurately.

Proverbs 11:30, The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise. 

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for the gospel of Jesus Christ. Thank You for salvation and justification by grace through faith in Christ. We pray for the gift of evangelism, divine empowerment, and boldness to share the gospel with others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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