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      Officer Jake Delonghi muttered angrily to himself, while shaving. "Another end-of-world prophecy; a mysterious invasion happening today and everyone's going to die. It's in the Potatonic Manuscripts or something. What's worse, the idiots in the Department believe it. We're working double shifts tonight. Is this pathetic or what?"

      Looking at the mirror, he saw himself smiling, though he most certainly wasn't. Perplexed, he put the razor down. His reflection held it up.

      "They're right about the invasion," he heard his reflection say. "In fact, we’re invading you right now." Then he reached out of the mirror and cut Jake’s throat.
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        Wos loved Yunta. But he was still using.

        Most heavily, perversely, during the child’s visits.

        Only the apothecary knew.

        “Don’t touch that!”

        “Stay out of the circle!”

        He didn’t mean to yell. It was the cravings.

        His knees ached from hours drawing on the floor.

        “Just a little prick of blood for Daddy’s trick.”

        Synapses sparked with anticipation.

        He uttered the evocation perfectly.

        Hurled bloodsand into the intricate circle.

        Soared rushing swells of power.

        A third presence entered the tiny room.

        “Spin for us, Abyss Dweller.”

        It laughed.

        Too late, Wos noticed the smudge of chalk on Yunta’s tiny toes.
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      They had both been so patient. Two years of holding hands on darkened streets, after the kids had gone up to bed. Stolen kisses in the shadows, their desire distressed by their deviance. Their passion came tainted with paranoia.

      He left his wife and quit his job.

      With a cupcake in one hand and the balloon’s ribbon in the other, he cracked a wide smile and kicked open the door.

      “Happy Bir--”

      She smiled back at him as she swung gently from the rafters. Her bare feet were still lukewarm.

      The balloon joined her body as he let it go.
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          Feasting for Gods

          Scott King

        

      

    

    
      The reflection was not Sally’s, yet it moved as she did. The webbing, pus kissed tendrils, and oozing lesions made her want to look away, but she dare not.

      The flames of the bathroom’s antique lamp flickered. The creature blinked.

      This was her chance!

      Ripples ran across the mirror, as she plunged her hand into it. Nails digging, she gorged out the creature’s top left eye. Like a grape, the eyeball popped in Sally’s mouth. Its essences flowed in a gooey sludge, tasting sweet and bitter, like decaying tears. Immortality would be hers. When it was, the gods would die.
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      It's in the basement.

      It won't leave me be. I can hear it at all hours, moaning in the day and wailing at night. It's driving me crazy, scratching its fingers against the old trap-door in the kitchen floor, wanting to get out and take my life. I hate it. It scares me and I hate it.

      It's scratching again, begging me to let it out.

      I work up my courage and stomp on the door, shouting "Shut up! Just shut up!"

      My son goes quiet again, at least for a while.

      But it'll keep on trying to get out . . .
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PREAMBLE

The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide

development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation

efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and

open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership

with others.



The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and

redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The

fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 

redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved

names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,

however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The

requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply

to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.



DEFINITIONS

"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright

Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may

include source files, build scripts and documentation.



"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the

copyright statement(s).
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distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).



"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
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in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.



2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,

redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy

contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be

included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or

in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or

binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.



3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font

Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
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Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
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