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Chapter 1 Eugenia

The boss wouldn’t stop yelling. Eugenia sighed. It had become a habit for her. She did her best at each job she had had, but it was never good enough. She always wondered why that was. She tried to learn and listen to each boss, but it all seemed so pointless when she got the same results unknowing how good or bad of an employee she truly was.

“After all the training we gave you, you can’t do your job right. We don’t have time to retrain you.”

Eugenia sighed again. She knew what was coming next.

“So, since you can’t do the job we hired you to do, we have to let you go. Don’t come back begging for your job. You won’t get it back.”

Eugenia blinked.

“Leave your vest here.”

She took off the vest with her name tag. She stood up and walked away without another word. She went to the breakroom and found her locker. She opened it and took her things and the lock. Silently she left the building as others watched her go.

Some snickered and complained. Others were glad she was leaving. It was clear to Eugenia, no one liked her there and she didn’t know why. She knew they didn’t train her that well. Nor did they train her co-workers any better. The customers complained about what little her co-workers knew about their own jobs. Eugenia never said anything when she heard that. There was no point. She knew it was true.

She didn’t turn around. She didn’t look back. She knew there was nothing she could have done that would have changed the outcome. She had asked for help when she needed it. Only to learn she was left on her own. No one came to help her. She was largely ignored unless something went wrong. So, she did the only thing she could do. She’d guess and do what she could for the customers to get them through her checkout lane.

There was nothing more she could do now, but to go home and apply for another job. She sighed once she was inside her apartment again. She checked her tablet and watched the penguin cam. Soon she was smiling at the penguins’ antics and Tom.

She sighed again. She kept hoping she could find a job she liked to do and wouldn’t mind doing it for a long time. She hadn’t found anything, but it didn’t stop her from seeing how happy Tom was with the penguins. It made her happy to see someone so happy doing the job they were doing. She just didn’t understand why it couldn’t happen to her.

She sighed and checked the want ads. She frowned when she saw ads for jobs she used to have at  different places. She wasn’t foolish enough to try those jobs or those employers again. She knew they wouldn’t hire her. She knew how much she was hated even if she couldn’t understand why she was so hated.

She sighed again and was about to give up when she spotted one she knew she hadn’t done since she was an adolescent. It was an ad for Garden of Memories Mortuary. She raised an eyebrow. She didn’t mind dead bodies. She had a great aunt who was quite good at running her own mortuary and taking care of the dead while comforting the living. She had trained Eugenia. All the young elf lady had to do to get the job was go in and meet the owner.

She blinked and made a note of the address. She quickly used a map to find it in Tigerwood. She set the tablet down and went to the bathroom to check how she was looking. She brushed her hair and smoothed her clothes. She tried to smile at herself and failed. She knew how miserable she really felt.

She walked out of the bathroom and grabbed her tablet. Soon she was out the door again to find the Garden of Memories Mortuary. She sighed. She did like the walk and soon she walked inside the funeral home.

“Can I help you?”

“Hi. I’m here to answer your want ad. Do you still need some help?”

“Yes. Do you have any experience dealing with the dead?”

“Well, my great aunt owns Sweet Memories Funeral Home and she showed me how and even had me do some work on the bodies.”

He hissed. “Well, that’s something certainly. I’m Howard and this is my funeral home. What’s your name?”

“Eugenia.”

“Welcome, Eugenia. I don’t need you overnight as I live here, but I will need you afternoons and evenings. Will that be a problem for you?”

“No. Do you have particular days you need me here?”

“Everyday except Tuesdays and Wednesdays.”

“Okay. So, you’ll need me to start tomorrow.”

“Yes, be here at noon.”

“Okay. And when will I be able to leave at night?”

“At 9 pm should be fine.”

“Okay. Anything else?”

“Not now. Just come back tomorrow at noon.”

“I’ll be here.”

Later that night, Eugenia remembered bits and pieces from being in her great aunt’s funeral home. It was when Eugenia was an adolescent that her aunt wanted her help in the funeral home. Eugenia smiled when her aunt realized the adolescent didn’t freak out about any dead bodies or dressing them. Or even handling them and making them look better for their loved ones.

Her aunt was a strange woman who confided in Eugenia about how the dead tended to talk to her. Eugenia had blinked when she heard that. Then she remembered she could hear the dead talking too. She particularly remembered a child had died and was unhappy about it. But soon the great aunt had calmed the child down and helped the little one to be brave.

Eugenia smiled at the memory. She didn’t know if she could hear the dead anymore, but would soon find out. She went to sleep that night wondering how bad it would be to work in a mortuary for a long period of time. Certainly it took someone strange to work with dead bodies without freaking out. It also took lots of empathy to deal with the living who were in mourning.

At noon the next day, Eugenia went back to the Garden of Memories Mortuary. She met with Howard and they got to work. A fresh body had just arrived and it didn’t take Eugenia long to show Howard how she could dress the body and make it look better per the family’s request.
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