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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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​​​​​​​

USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. Be prepared to fight, it's the only option.

Who do you hold on to when the sky begins to fall?

When an ancient curse takes hold of the land, Katerina Damaris and her friends are forced to do the impossible. Venture into the belly of the beast.

Trapped in a wasteland at the end of the world, they find themselves facing dangers they could never have imagined. Old enemies and resurrected monsters. An army of darkness like never before.

The gang races to unlock the prophecy, but before the secret is unveiled one of their party is taken before their very eyes.  

The field is primed. The players are ready.

A single match, and the whole thing will go up in flames...

She will fight for what is hers.
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BE CAREFUL WHO YOU trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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Nathaniel Fell.

All her life it seemed, Katerina had been searching for the man—whether she knew it or not. The secret puppet-master. The one pulling all the strings. Considering how much she’d heard about him from the others, considering how much time he’d spent haunting her dreams...

...the man didn’t disappoint.

He had to be over seven feet tall, towering over the rest of them and holding Dylan like he was some sort of doll. His hands were scarred but steady. There wasn’t a speck of color in his eyes.

In a different time, he might have been handsome. If his life had turned out the way it was supposed to, the way everyone else had needed it to, things might have been different. There was a regal cast to his features that was not unbecoming. A strong bearing that came from years of carrying a sword. But time had eroded everything that might have once been good about him, leaving nothing but the wasted shell underneath.

“Come on, say something.” He spoke to no one in particular, rewarding everyone in the cave with the same jaunty smile. “So long we’ve been waiting for this moment, surely you have something to say.” His eyes fell on each of them in turn. “Tanya, Aidan—anything?”

They startled, but said nothing. Both looked terrified he knew their names.

“What about you, love?” His eyes fell on Katerina, who stood mute, before travelling over her shoulder to where Cassiel had pushed shakily to his feet. “You?”

The fae’s lips parted but he merely stood there, as if he’d wandered into a dream.

“You had better keep quiet,” the Knight teased Dylan lightly. “Try to speak, and I’m afraid this dagger is going to sink right into your throat.”

The ranger hadn’t moved an inch since freezing in the blinding flash of light, then being yanked straight off his feet. A massive arm was wrapped around the front of his chest, holding him with such force that he found himself actually leaning back into the Knight, pressing his head into his bulky shoulder. Anything to avoid the blade.

“What a disappointment!” The knight chuckled to himself, clucking his tongue with a condescending smile. “This is the best the fates have to offer? I was hoping for more.”

Now would have been a great time to whip out some one-liner. A scathing burn to silence the man and wipe that insufferable smile from his face. But the friends had nothing.

Aidan. Katerina spoke telepathically instead, keeping her eyes locked on the Knight. Can you speak with Dylan or hear his thoughts? Can you get to him in time?

They were bonded now, so it wasn’t an unreasonable assumption. But the vampire hesitated only a moment before discreetly shaking his head.

The Knight didn’t miss a thing.

“Ah yes, I remember that. The blood bond.” His voice softened, almost wistfully, as he shifted the hand with the blade. “We’d bonded as well—the five of us. There’s nothing quite like it.”

Katerina stifled a shudder, staring at him in the dim light. Yes, he’d bonded with the rest of them. Lived their every happiness, fought their every enemy. Faced their every fear.

Then he’d thrusted a sword into his lover’s back.

“Let him go.”

She hadn’t planned on speaking. Truth be told, she was surprised she had the strength. Not that it came out very loud—a mere whisper in the dark.

The Knight turned his attention to her, tightening his grip on Dylan at the same time. “Is this the one you’ve chosen?” he asked with mild curiosity. “It seems inevitable that some of you would fall in love.”

There was a sudden movement as Dylan strained against the hands holding him, only for the tip of the dagger to press into his skin. A soft cry died on his lips. Then he was quiet once more.

Katerina’s eyes widened as she took an involuntary step forward. “Please...take me instead.”

It was her pendant he was after. Her bloodline that had been so closely tied to his own. If she and her friends were fated to replace the old members of the prophecy, then it was her destiny to replace him. Surely that was a better offer.

“Please,” she whispered, extending a willing hand.

There was a streak of color in the darkness, a flash of pale skin and dark hair. A second later she was right back where she started, imprisoned in Aidan’s inescapable arms.

And then came the laughter...it never really stopped.

“Yes, that love is all over you. Both of you.” He twisted the knife almost playfully, smiling as Dylan’s back arched in pain. “I remember that as well. That feeling.”

There was a sudden movement on the other side of the cavern as Cassiel took a compulsive step forward. He might have shaken the wizard’s spell, but the damage was already done. While the others were already pushed to the brink with lack of food and water, he had been magically pushed three days more. His lips were cracked and bleeding. The hollows of his cheeks were almost gaunt.

“And you...look terribly familiar.” The Knight’s eyes glittered in the dark, fastening on to the pale and trembling Prince of the Fae. “Like the woman I used to love. An immortal queen.”

Eliea.

The fabled Queen of the Fae who had died in Laurelwood Forest—trapping the Knight inside with her. Cursing the man who’d killed her, the same man to whom she’d given her heart.

Cassiel trembled once, but stood tall. “She was my aunt.”

The man nodded slowly, as if he’d already been told that piece of information several years before. His eyes swept over the fae for a moment before tightening with that wistful smile.

“Your aunt...” He paused, amending whatever he’d been going to say as an image of her lovely face flashed through his mind. “...should have known better than to trust me.”

It was a good thing Cassiel was starving. Because if he’d been able to reach the Knight, he surely would have been killed. As it stood, he merely swept forward a few steps then fell suddenly to his knees, breathless and glaring, unable to push to his feet.

The Knight watched him a moment, taking another long look at his face. “But you...you don’t look much younger than me.”

How he could possibly tell, Katerina had no idea. Her friend might have been almost five hundred years old, but to the rest of the world he appeared nineteen.

Cassiel simply stared back at him, eyes burning with rage.

“You were there?” the Knight asked curiously.

Taviel. They have to be talking about Taviel.

“I think I remember you,” the Knight murmured, sensing that Cassiel would be either unable or unwilling to answer. “At the burning at the citadel.” His eyes clouded over, lost in years gone by. “You refused to leave, were trying to save someone...pieces of someone...” He looked up suddenly, remembering the prince’s face. “They had to carry you out of the city.”

This time, the memory was too much.

Cassiel threw himself forward with a mighty cry, forcing Aidan to release Katerina just to catch him in time. She darted to Dylan, only to freeze, staring into those beautiful captive eyes. A second later, she found herself looking up without permission at the man with the blade.

He saw her watching, decided to give her a little demonstration.

With a wicked smirk, he tightened his grip and twisted his hand. Digging the tip of the knife into Dylan’s throat as the ranger’s feet dangled helplessly above the ground. He let out a broken gasp, grabbing the blade itself before jerking back with a sudden cry of pain.

“What the hell is that?!”

The others stopped their struggle, staring up in alarm.

The second the blade touched his skin it had darkened to a kind of shadow, one that rippled like water in the dim light. Little wisps of smoke rose out from it and the edges charred over with a soot-like stain, creeping over the metal like a recently extinguished flame.

Dylan shook his hands, oblivious to the added pain it caused, almost as if he could shake any of the lingering shadow away from his skin. The Knight watched impassively before again pressing the blade to his neck, holding him prisoner once more.

“That, my child, is what we call a doronos. A cursed blade.” It gleamed slightly in the shadowy light, almost as if it was listening. “Able to bewitch whomever it pierces.”

Dylan’s eyes were screaming, but his body had gone very still.

It was a word they had learned as children, whispered in deliberately frightening voices in a bedtime story by the governess or maid. Katerina had always assumed it was fiction, but in the last year she’d come to challenge that word quite a bit. Still, she could never have imagined...

“Would you like to see how it feels?”

In a flash, Dylan dropped to the floor of the cave—released from the massive arms that had imprisoned him. The vampire’s blood had healed all wounds, but his body was still weak from hunger and he struggled to find his balance—spinning around as the Knight circled him in the dark.

“Stop it!” Katerina shrieked, racing forward once more. “Just leave him alone! He isn’t the one you’re looking for!”

A trembling hand caught the edge of her cloak and pulled her back. Tanya might have been just as weak as the others, but she was still stronger that Katerina. And there was no way she was going to let one of her best friends offer herself up to a cursed blade.

“Let go!” the queen commanded, striking back at her. “I said LET GO!”

Cassiel was in a similar frenzy, fighting hard against the vampire. But in his present condition, he was no match. And even if he’d reached them, there would be nothing he could do.

The Knight ignored all of them, focused only on his prize.

“That’s true,” he agreed quietly, circling the ranger like a cat toying with its prey, “I wasn’t coming for him. I was coming for you. But now that I’m here...”

In a flash of speed he flew forward.

...and pierced the ranger with the enchanted blade.

Dylan let out a gasp as it slid into the skin beneath his collarbone. At first, he looked merely surprised. Then angry, then afraid. But before he could do a thing to stop it the Knight pushed it in further, burying it all the way to the hilt and rendering him completely helpless.

“Dylan!”

Katerina’s scream echoed in the cave, but the ranger couldn’t hear her.

A strange paleness swept over this skin. His damp locks of hair trembled for a moment, then went very still. When the knife twisted ever so slightly, he let out a quiet moan.

“For centuries I’ve been waiting,” the Knight whispered, watching the subtle transformation flickering over the young man’s face. “Keeping to the shadows, biding my time until the prophecy came to life anew... I’m not ready for it to be over just yet.”

The knife jerked a final time and Dylan cried out. His head bowed, dark hair spilling forward. He reached out blindly, steadying his hands on the man’s chest.

Nathaniel caught him with a smile, patting the back of his head.

“I’ve decided to keep him.”

Upon those words the magic of the dagger swept over him, doing its deadly work. That ashen tint was spreading, working its way into every corner, erasing the usual shine. Arms and legs had ceased to have any feeling. The darkness of the cave was suddenly awash with unholy light.

His body tensed and shuddered.

“Shh...” Nathanial whispered. “Let it happen. Open up to it.” His eyes locked with Katerina’s as he circled behind Dylan, whispering in his ear. “Embrace it.”

Dylan.

Never had she seen such an expression. Not on him, not on anyone. There was something inhuman about it. As if he’d progressed to different levels of pain.

There was one final cry then he fell forward, catching onto the Knight without realizing it, clinging tightly as tears ran down his face. Another sting of pain rushed through him, punishing any resistance, and he let out a broken gasp, pressing his forehead into the man’s shoulder.

“No more...” he panted breathlessly. “Please...I can’t...”

The others tried to run forward. They had been trying to run forward for some time. But that dark light had frozen them, just as surely as it had overtaken their friend. Leaving them with nothing to do but watch powerlessly as the Knight reached down and lifted his chin.

“Just a little longer... take a breath.” He spoke almost gently, staring appraisingly. Then, all at once, he brightened with a sudden smile. “There.”

Katerina didn’t know if she’d ever been more terrified. In a kind of daze she watched as the man she loved slowly turned around, no longer needing the Knight’s supporting arms. At a glance, there was nothing different. Nothing that would indicate the tragedy that had come to pass.
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