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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and they have vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book has some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much more quickly than learners who don’t read.

		With graded readers, you don’t need a dictionary so reading is more relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You can learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English will improve your comprehension, your fluency and your confidence.

		The stories are exciting and reading them is fun!
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Have you read Book 1? 





Requiem is Book 2 in the Kate Redman Mystery series. Book 1 is called Hushabye and you should read that first.

 

New words

 

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

 

People in the story

Police detectives

Kate Redman

Mark Olbeck – Kate’s partner

Anderton – Kate and Mark’s boss

Theo

Jane

Jerry

Rav 

 

Some of the other people in the story

Elodie Duncan 

Thomas Duncan – Elodie’s step-father

Genevieve Duncan – Elodie’s mother

Jay Redman – Kate’s half-brother

Mary Redman – Kate’s mother


Chapter 1 

 

 

The girl’s dead body lay next to the river. There was mud in her blonde hair. Her face was white. Her mouth was blue.

“What do you think?” asked Jay Redman.

Kate Redman, his half-sister, thought for a moment. Then she said, “It looks so … real.” She touched the picture. “Is it a photo?”

“No. That’s the way I paint. My paintings always look real. It’s great, isn’t it?” Jay said, proudly. 

Kate didn’t know what to say. 

Jay continued, “It’s for our end-of-year show at school. My teacher thinks it’s great.” Then he said, “You can have it! You’ve just moved into your new house – I want to give you a present!”

“Erm, thanks,” said Kate, trying to smile. Why was Jay giving her a painting of a dead girl? It looked like a photograph taken by the police of a crime scene.

“I call it Ophelia. You know, that’s the same name as the famous painting by Millais,” Jay said.

“Ah, yes. I see,” said Kate. She was very proud that her little brother knew so much about art. Other people in their family knew nothing about it.

She left the painting in the living room. “Shall I show you the rest of the new house now, Jay?”

“Can I have a drink first?”

“Of course! Would you like tea?”

“Have you got anything stronger?” asked Jay.

“Do you mean wine or something? No, I haven’t. Sorry.”

“No problem. I brought this! It’s another present for you.” Jay pulled a bottle of champagne out of his bag. “I’m an amazing brother, aren’t I?” he laughed.

“Yes,” Kate said, laughing too. “You are! But how could you buy that? Champagne is very expensive. I hope you didn’t steal it.” Kate looked at Jay, worried.

“Of course not! I never steal things. I had a little bit of money and it’s not real champagne. It’s just cheap.”

“Oh okay. Good. But, listen, I don’t have any champagne glasses. We’ll have to drink it from normal glasses.”

They sat down in the living room, drinking the champagne together. Kate looked again at Jay’s picture. “Who’s the girl in the painting?” she asked.

“My friend, Elodie.”

“Is she your girlfriend?” Kate smiled at her brother.

“No, she’s just a friend.”

“Does she go to school with you?” Jay went to the Abbeyford School of Art and Drama. Kate was really happy when Jay came to live in Abbeyford. Their home town of Bournemouth was an hour away and when he still lived there, she didn’t see him very often.

“No, she’s a musician. She goes to Rawlwood College.”

“Wow! Rawlwood is a really good college. You can only study there if you are really good at music,” said Kate.

“Well, she was accepted because her dad is the headteacher at the school.” Jay smiled. “But she is a really good musician. She plays in a band called Lorelei.”

“Lorelei?”

“Yeah. They’re playing tonight at the Black Horse pub in Arbuthon Green. Do you want to go?” asked Jay. “You only go out with other police officers. You need to go out with normal people sometimes.”

“Do you think police officers aren’t normal people?” Kate laughed. 

“No, they’re not!”

 Kate didn’t want to go out. She wanted to make Jay a nice dinner for his first visit to her new house, not go and watch a student band at a bad pub. But he was right – she only went out with other police officers. Maybe she should go.

“Okay, I’ll come. It will be fun,” she said at last.

“Good! Then you can meet Elodie,” said Jay, happily. “You’ll like her. She’s a really special person.” 

Kate was a bit worried. She could see that Jay really liked Elodie. Did Elodie know that?  

“I’m sure I will like her. I’ll drive us to the pub. I only had a little bit of champagne,” she said.

______

Later, in the car, Kate asked her brother, “How’s Mum?”

“She’s okay. She has a new boyfriend.”

Oh no, thought Kate. She always chooses terrible boyfriends – there was the alcoholic, the married man, the other married man, the criminal.
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