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Foreword

 

In 1869, veteran surveyor Nelson Buck recruited five young Pontiac, Illinois, men between the ages of 16 and 20 to accompany him on a surveying expedition to southern Nebraska. When they reached Nebraska, he recruited about another six younger men to join the survey party. Nelson Buck expected the U.S. Army to issue his men guns, ammunition, and an armed escort. His requests were turned down, and he decided to start the survey anyway. Two days from the Army fort, the party ran into members of the Sioux tribe. Buck sent two of the Pontiac boys back to the fort to get help. When the Army investigated, no member of the Nelson Buck surveying party was found. The only survivors were the two Pontiac boys who went to the fort for help. It is hoped this book will help to inform future generations about the history of the Nelson Buck surveying party in Nebraska in 1869.
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CHAPTER 1

 

Book Design

There are four primary historical reference books used whenever research is performed about Livingston County, Illinois. 

1878 History Book

The earliest published reference to Livingston County, Illinois history is William Le Baron's 1878 book titled The History of Livingston County, Illinois. This book will be called the 1878 history book in future references. 

1888 History Book

The 1888 history book titled Portrait and Biographical Album of Livingston County by Chapman Brothers is the second Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1888 history book in future references. 

1900 History Book

The 1900 history book titled The Biographical Record of Livingston and Woodford Counties by S. J. Clarke is the third Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1900 history book in future references. 

1909 History Book

The 1909 history book titled Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of Livingston County Volume Two by Bateman and Selby is the fourth Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1909 history book in future references. 

Other Important Historical Sources

The Fairbury Blade has now been digitized and is word searchable back to 1871. Access to the Blade archives is free and available from the Dominy Memorial Library website. There were also other newspapers published in Fairbury between its founding in 1857 and 1871. Unfortunately, no copies of these early newspapers exist.

The Pontiac Sentinel was published from 1857 until about 1900. The Pontiac Library microfilm only goes back to 1871. As of February 16, 2024, the Pontiac Library has made the 1871 to 1897 issues of the Sentinel available online to library cardholders. 

The Daily Leader has been around since 1896. The Pontiac Library also has made it available online to library cardholders.

For non-members of the Pontiac Library, they can come to the library and use a designated desktop computer to search both the Sentinel and the Daily Leader free of charge.

The website GenealogyBank.com requires an annual subscription fee to access the archived articles. This website has archived copies of the Daily Leader from 1958 to 1970.

The website Ancestry.com requires an annual subscription fee to access the archived newspaper articles. This website has archived copies of the Daily Leader from 1971 to 1977.

The Bloomington Pantagraph newspaper archives are also available online and can be searched back to 1838. There is an annual subscription fee required to access these archives. 

Newspapers.com is a website that contains archives of thousands of newspapers. Annual subscription fees are required to access these archives.

Google Books was also an invaluable source for old books with information about this story. NOTE: You must utilize the Google Book option to find these books. The regular Google search feature does not readily identify these old publications.

Citations

If possible, references and dates will be noted for all materials used in this book. In the event no date is available, that fact will be noted.

Sanborn Maps

The Sanborn Insurance Company periodically made maps of many small towns in Central Illinois. Sanborn maps still exist for Pontiac in the years of 1888, 1892, 1897, 1903, 1910, and 1923. Copies of these old maps are available for free from several different websites.

Newspaper Stories

All newspaper stories cited in this book will be presented in the original wording of the article. If the copy of the article had adequate quality, it may be shown as an image. If the article is of poor visual quality, it will be transcribed into text.

Pantagraph Negatives

Starting a few years ago, the Pantagraph released their old photo negatives to the McLean County Museum of History. The museum has the negative scanned and then posted on a website where anyone can access them for free. Negatives from the Pontiac area can be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/37x62cvx. Negatives that were used in this book will be referred to as “Pantagraph negatives.”

Archive.Org

Most of the rare documents discovered in researching this book have been uploaded to Archive.Org. Hopefully, this website will survive for many years in the future, and future researchers can easily find this material.

Author’s Background in Surveying

The author grew up on a farm about halfway between Fairbury and Pontiac, Illinois. The author graduated from the University of Illinois in 1978 with a B.S. in Agricultural Engineering specializing in Power and Machinery.

Circa 1977, the author spent three hours surveying as part of an Agricultural Engineering class. In the classroom, we studied how land was legally described and the township grid system. For the surveying lab outdoors, we started at a known point, then moved around in a rough circle back to the original starting point covering about 15 acres on the south campus of the University of Illinois. We moved through six or eight points as we traversed around an area of about 15 acres. 

Our equipment included a hatchet to place in the ground, to give a place for the vertical post to sit on (our Professor probably did not want us leaving wood stakes in the pasture). The vertical post had height marks on it because we also surveyed for elevation changes. We had a tripod and a manual transit (computerized surveying equipment was not invented yet). Instead of using steel chain like the Buck party, we used a steel tape with measurements marked on it.

Except for the steel tape, we basically used the same equipment as the Nelson Buck party. We recorded all of our readings on paper during the three hour surveying class. We then went home and used trigonometry to calculate the spatial coordinates of all the points, as well as the area. 

The one thing we learned was that a relatively small error in our measurements could make a major difference in our final results. 

Author’s Background in Early Nebraska History

The author has researched and written over 25 local history books as well as 300 newspaper articles. All of this material is focused on Livingston County, Illinois, history.

The author has previously researched four Livingston County gentleman that had ties to Nebraska. All four men likely knew Nelson Buck.

William Stackpole traveled from Peoria, Illinois, across Nebraska in 1849 as part of the 1848 California Gold Rush. He was later a real estate developer in Fairbury  and may have hired Nelson Buck to survey some of his properties. Stackpole kept a diary and described all the unique landscape features he experienced in western Nebraska. The title of this book is William T. Stackpole’s 1849 Journey from Illinois to the California Gold Fields.

An early Pontiac citizen was Judge Henry Jones. He was the leader of three groups of men that made the journey from Pontiac to the California gold fields. It is extremely likely that Judge Henry Jones knew Nelson Buck in Pontiac. Judge Jones eventually moved to California. The title of the book that has more details about these expeditions is The Story of the Jones House in Pontiac, Illinois.

Andrew J. Cropsey was a pioneer settler and real estate developer in Fairbury and Cropsey, Illinois. Mr. Cropsey organized a military unit which he led in the Civil War. After the war, Mr. Cropsey moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, and became a major real estate developer there. H. B. McGregor, one of the two Pontiac boys that survived the Nelson Buck expedition, ran into Mr. Cropsey in Lincoln, Nebraska, as they traveled from Pontiac to Nebraska.

Judge Woodford McDowell was a pioneer lawyer and judge in the Fairbury area. In about 1868, Judge McDowell and his brother rode on horseback through southeastern Nebraska to try to figure out where to buy land and form a new town. Judge McDowell founded Fairbury, Nebraska in 1869, the same year as the Nelson Buck party. Judge McDowell named his new town in Nebraska after his home town in Illinois. The title of the book that also covers the history of Fairbury, Nebraska, is titled The McDowell Family of Fairbury, Illinois.

The author is not an expert on early Nebraska history, but does have some exposure because of the four men noted above.

Book Font

This book is written in Times New Roman with a 12 point font size. This relatively large font size makes all parts of the book easy to read.

Chronological Chapters

This book is designed in chronological order to make it easier to follow the story of Nelson buck and his surveying party. 

 

 

CHAPTER 2

 

The Buck Family Comes to America in 1635 

 

The ancestors of Nelson Buck trace back to William Langdon Buck (1585-1658). He was born in Droitwich, England, and died in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Someone on Ancestry.com researched and wrote a history of the initial emigration of the Buck family to America. A copy of this history is shown below.

 

 

"Rev. Richard Buck of the Church of England, a resident of London, studied at Oxford, was the first of the name to arrive in America. He came over in the spring of 1609 with Capt. Chris Newport, Sir Thomas Gates and George Somers with five ships and four pinnaces to succor the suffering of Virginia Colony at Jamestown, founded in 1607. 

 

They were in the ship 'Sea Venture' and encountering a heavy storm were all stranded and wrecked on the reefs of the Bermudas and after nine months of perils and sufferings in constructing two other ships out of their timbers and the surrounding cedars on the island finally set sail and reached Jamestown on the 24th day of May, 1610, just in time to check the abandonment of the colony, and the meeting of Lord Delaware in a later ship bringing supplies and ammunition coming up the Chesapeake on the 9th of June, 1610, as they were about departing for Newfoundland despairing of relief, with the hopes of falling in and returning to England with some whaler.

 

Many of them had died, and among the number the Rev. Robert Hunt, who came in 1607 with Capt. John Smith and Governor Wingfield in the first settlement at Jamestown and was succeeded by Rev. Richard Buck who preached the first sermon in a log church under a bark and sod roof within the limits of the United States June 10th 1610, and was the second preacher and rector of the church there until his death in 1624.

 

He undoubtedly was present and assisted the Rev. Alexander Whittaker, the Bishop, at the christening and marriage of the Indian Princess, Pocahontas, to John Rolfe in April 1613 and 1614, in the little church at Jamestown. She was only 18, being born about 1595, and died in England March 21st, 1617, at about 21 years of age. 

 

William Buck, age 50 and son Roger, age 18, plow-rites (makes or manufacturers of plows) from London in ship 'Increase,' Robert Lea, Master, April 15, 1635, were the next to arrive of which we have any definitive account and they are the ones from which our and many branches of the family are supposed to take their rise in this country.

 

Whether they fled from the oppressive measures of the government or the persecutions of the Puritans or to seek their fortunes in a new world is not known, or to just what family in England they belonged, but it is very significant that the surname correspond in both lines there and here with locality and date conforming, the inference is quite conclusive as to who they were. 

 

That other sons and brothers came late on in other ships during the same year and that they all came honorably with their passports is pretty certain from the Original Lists of Emigrants, 1600 to 1700, by J.C. Hotten, London, 1974, page 65.

 

Having taken the oath of allegiance and supremacy, as also being comfortable to the government and discipline of the Church of England, whereof they brought testimony, pr cut from ye Justices and ministers, where their abodes have lately been.

 

These parties expressed are hereby transported from London' of Bucks, William, age 50, and son Roger, 18, plow-rites, embarked 5th April 1635, in ship 'Increase' Robert Lea Master, for New England.

 

Also of Bucks, Thomas, age 17, in ship 'George' from Gravesend, Jo Severance Master, to Virginia 21st Aug. 1635; Isaac, age 23, in ship 'Amitee,' George Downs, Master, to St. Christopher, October 13, 1634; Richard, age 24 in ship 'Expedition' to Barbados, 25th of Nov., 1635; Francis, age 20 in ship 'Falcon' to Barbados, December 19, 1635, and Christian, age 25, in ship 'Blessing', John Leicester, Master, to New England, July 13, 1634. Buck History and Genealogy Vol. 1, pp. 39-40.

 

One Samuel is the head of a large line in Portland, CT, and one James at New Milford, of whom Emanuel Buck of Wethersfield is claimed as the progenitor. 

 

One Isaac, as well as William and Roger, are heads of the Massachusetts line of which Col. John, or Jonathan, claim descent, as founders of a large colony at Bucksport, Maine, all of whose ancestry is of the New England stock of Bucks. These brothers or sons of brothers or cousins, all came here about the same time or during the same year. 

 

  

 

Buck Family Tree

 

Using data from Ancestry.com, the Buck family tree is shown below. The first entry is the first Buck to emigrate from England to America.

 

William Langdon Buck (1585-1658)

Margaret Grace Goode Neave (1585-1657)

 

Emanuel (Enoch) Buck (1623-1706)

Sarah Riley (Ryley) (1625-1657)

 

Ezekiel Buck (1650-1713)

Rachel Beebe (1654-1713)

 

Enoch W. Buck (1683-1770)

Mary Beebe (1699-1769)

 

William S. Buck (1723-1799)

Deborah Farrand (1721-1785)

 

Sergeant Elijah Buck Sr. (1749-1830)

Margaret H. Foster (1750-1824)

 

Aholiab Buck (1776-1855)

Annie A. Drake (1778-1861)

 

 

Aholiab and Annie Buck were the parents of Nelson Buck.

 

Both William S. Buck (1723-1799) and his son Sergeant Elija Buck Sr. (1749-1830) fought in the Revolutionary War.

 

Unusual First Name

 

Aholiab is a rather unusual first name. In the Bible, Aholiab was the son of Ahisamakh, of the tribe of Dan, worked under Bezalel as the deputy architect of the Tabernacle and the implements which it housed, including the Ark of the Covenant. He is described in Exodus 38:23 as a master of carpentry, weaving, and embroidery.

 

 

Aholiab and Annie Buck

 

Aholiab Buck was born in 1776 in Wyoming Valley in Luzerne County in Pennsylvania. Annie A. Drake was born in 1778 in Goshen, New York. They married in 1798 in Big Flats, New York. Aholiab was 24 and Annie was 20 when they married. They had 10 ten children. 

 

Nelson Buck Born in 1808

 

Nelson Buck, son of Aholiab and Annie Buck was born on April 10, 1808, in Chemung County, New York.

 

Aholiab Buck in 1810 U.S. Census

 

Unfortunately, this Census does not give names of the household members. The Aholiab Buck family lived in Cayuga County, New York.
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Aholiab Buck in 1820 U.S. Census

 

Unfortunately, this Census does not give names of the household members. The family lived in Cayuga County, New York.
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Aholiab Buck in 1830 U.S. Census

 

Unfortunately, this Census does not give names of the household members. The family lived in Cayuga County, New York.
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Family Tree of Aholiab Buck and Annie Drake

 

Using data from Ancestry.com, the children of Aholiab and Annie Buck are shown below.
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Emigration of Aholiab Buck Family to Peoria County in 1831-1832

 

One of the history books of Peoria County, Illinois, is The History of Peoria County, Illinois. It was published by Johnson and Company, 1880. This book has the following entry in the Hollis Township section of the book.

 

BUCK STEPHEN D. farmer and stock raiser, Sec. 6, P. O. Harker's Corners, is the Son of Aholiab and Annis (Drake) Buck. His father was born in Pennsylvania, but immigrated with his parents when a boy to Cayuga county, N. Y., and his mother a native of Orange county, N. Y.; were married in l801, and raised a family of seven children, five of which lived to adult age. They came to Peoria county in the Fall of 1831, and settled on Sec. 6, Hollis township, where they remained until their deaths. Father died in 1855 at the age of seventy-nine, and his mother in 1860 at the age of eighty-three. 

 

Mr. Buck, the youngest of the family, was born in Cayuga County, N, Y., on the 6th day of October, 1817, and came to this county with his parents when about fourteen years of age, and has resided on or near where they first located since.

 

He married Miss Mary, daughter of James Smith, of Kentucky, born June 22, 1820. They were blessed by three boys and one girl—James A., Margaret A., Wm. J. and John Huston. Has 360 acres of land, all under good cultivation, elegantly improved, and valued at $15,000. Has held several local offices in the township. His father was on the first grand jury in the county. Had one son in the army in the 151st I. V. I.

 

This entry states that Aholiab and Annis Buck arrived in Peoria County in the Fall of 1831.

 

Another Book Reporting that Aholiab Buck Moved to Peoria County in 1832

 

In 1789, a history book was published about Cayuga County, New York. The title is the History of Cayuga County, New York, 1789-1879 by Eliot G. Storke.

 

This book has several entries about the Buck family in Cayuga County. Some of these entries are shown below.

 

John C. Dixon, proprietor of the flouring and grist-mill at Port Byron, commenced business in the fall of 1865, in company with J. V. White, the present Supervisor (1879) of Mentz, under the firm name of Dixon & White. February 17th, 1875, the mill, which was a wooden structure, erected in 1845, was burned, and in that year Mr. Dixon bought Mr. White's interest and rebuilt on the same site. The present mill, which is also built of wood, is forty by sixty feet, three and one-half stories high, and supplied with all the modern improvements. It is reputed to be the finest mill in this section of the country. It contains four run of stones and is capable of grinding 100 barrels of flour per day in addition to custom work, which averages from 25,000 to 30,000 bushels of grain annually. The motive power is furnished by water from the creek, over a fall of eight feet. 

 

The first mill on this site was built about 1814 or '15, by Aaron Knapp, the site and ten acres of land being donated for that purpose by Elijah and Aholiab Buck. The present mill is the fourth one on this site, three having been destroyed by fire. A saw-mill built on this site by Knapp about the same time stood until it decayed. These were the first mills in the town.

 

Port Byron was for many years, known as Bucksville, which name it derived from the Buck family, who were early settlers here and contributed largely to its growth and prosperity. The present name was assumed in 1832.

 

In the spring of 1798, Aholiab Buck, a native of Pennsylvania, moved in from Big Flats, Chemung county, and located on River street, opposite the residence of Samuel N. Dougherty, in the village of Port Byron. He was the first settler in the corporate limits of the village. He built a log cabin that season and cleared a little land, when he went home and married Annis Drake, a native of Goshen, N. Y., with whom he returned the same Fall, in company with his brother, Elijah Buck, and the latter's wife and daughter Sarah. 

 

Elijah had previously bought lot 73 of a soldier who served in the Revolutionary war.  Both families lived in the log house till its destruction by fire the same fall, (a calamity by which they lost everything but the clothes on their backs,) when they removed to the house of Philip King, about three-fourths of a mile distant, where they remained till other houses were  built. 

 

The Messrs. Buck built separate houses that fall. Aholiab's stood on the site of the one destroyed by fire ; and Elijah's near the house now occupied by Mr. Henry Vosburgh. The town was then heavily timbered, principally with beech and maple, with some basswood, oak, white wood and hemlock. Game and fish were plentiful, yet bread stuffs and other edibles were scarce. 

 

Bears and wolves were numerous and a source of much annoyance. Daniel Drake Buck relates that on one occasion when his uncle Aholiab was away from home his aunt shot and killed a bear which was disturbing the pig pen in the night. This was about 1805 or '06. The Messrs. Buck had two guns, one of which they left loaded, to be used in case of emergency. The heroine of this story was a resolute woman, a good sample of the women who undertook pioneer life. Aholiab Buck removed to Illinois in 1832.

 

 

This book reported the Aholiab Buck family moved from Cayuga County, New York, to Peoria County in 1832.

 

First Marriage of Nelson Buck in 1832

 

Nelson Buck married Fidelia Wethey in 1832 in Cayuga County, New York. Nelson was 24 and Fidelia was 18 when they married. Her parents were Abel Wethey (1790-1836) and Elizabeth Seymour (1791-1865).

 

Nelson and Fidelia Buck had a child they named Oliver Perry Buck, on July 3, 1832, in Port Byron in Cayuga County in New York.

 

Death of Nelson Buck’s First Wife in 1833

 

Unfortunately, Fidelia Buck died in Cayuga County, New York on April 26, 1833. She was only 18 years of age when she died. She had a grave stone and she was buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery in Port Byron, New York.

 

Who Was the Mother of Clarissa Buck?

 

Ancestry.com records indicate that Nelson Buck had a daughter named Clarissa Buck. Her grave stone in Pontiac’s Southside Cemetery indicates she was born in 1832 and she died in 1851. Records indicate she was born in Illinois, not in New York.

 

She may have been the daughter of Fidelia Wethey. It is also possible her mother was the second wife of Nelson Buck, Annis Knapp. 

 

Clarissa Buck is buried in the same location as Cordelia Buck (1839-1919), wife of Charles E. Watson (1833-1887).

 

At this time, the mother of Cordelia Buck remains a mystery.

 

Family Tree of Nelson Buck and His First Wife
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What Happened to the First Son of Henry Buck?

 

When the first wife of Henry Buck died, his son, Oliver Perry Buck, would have been only about one year old.

 

Data in Ancestry.com indicates that Oliver P. Buck was raised by his grandparents, Abel Wethey (1790-1836) and Elizabeth Seymour (1791-1865). 

 

On July 21, 1853, in Chapter 640, Laws of New York, 76th Session, page 1223, the name of Oliver P. Buck is changed to Oliver P. Withey. He was 21 years of age when he legally changed his name.

 

Oliver Perry Buck married Maryett Halson (1834-1900) and they had five children.

 

Often, an orphan raised by his grandparents, does not develop into a well-adjusted adult. This appears to be the case with Oliver P. Buck. I found a copy of this newspaper article, but I forgot to document the date and newspaper name.  If Oliver P. Buck was 47 years of age when it occurred, it was published around 1879. He had changed his name to Oliver P. Wethey at this point. A copy of the article is shown below.

 

A HUMAN TARGET
A SON USES HIS FATHER FOR PISTOL PRACTICE


Eugene Wethey of Port Byron Fires Four Bullets Into His Father's Body


The "dark and bloody ground" of Cayuga is the scene of another deed which may prove a murder. On Wednesday afternoon Eugene Wethey, a young man, fired four bullets into his father's body. The shooting occurred on a farm one and a half miles north of the village of Port Byron, occupied by the Wetheys. 

 

It seems that about 4 o'clock, the father, aged 47, came home from the village and had scarcely entered the door when he remarked that "the boy had a butcher knife and intended to kill him with it." 

 

Eugene, his mother and his two sisters, Josephine age ?9 and Fidelia age ?6 were present. James, another brother, was absent. Eugene retorted that it was a lie. 

 

This incensed the old man, who drew a revolver and pointed it at Eugene. Eugene ran into the pantry. The father went into a bed-room and secured a shotgun. He returned, and cocking the weapon, started for the pantry.

 

Josephine seized the gun by the barrel. He ordered her to release the hold, but she refused and he threatened to shoot her. Eugene came out from the pantry to rescue Josephine. At his appearance, the old man fired. The shot passed Eugene and lodged in the wall. 

 

The father then drew his revolver, but before he could fire, Eugene leveled his revolver at him and shot four bullets into his body. One bullet lodged in the left shoulder and three in the right side. The latter were all within a space of five inches from the heart. 

 

Strange to relate, the old man walked a quarter of a mile, to the residence of his uncle, Porter Wethey, who took him to Port Byron, where Dr. Swift dressed his wounds. The wounded man was subsequently taken to Christian's Hotel, a small country tavern near the Central Hudson depot, where he still lies. 

 

After the shooting Eugene, the son, who is about twenty one years of age, proceeded to the village and surrendered to the constable. The news of the affair spread rapidly and in a short time a crowd collected. Threats were made to lynch young Wethey, and for the prisoner's safety, he was removed that night at ten o'clock to Auburn and lodged in the county jail, where he is now confined. 

 

In Eugene's pocket were found percussion caps and cartridges, which show that the young man was familiar with the use of firearms. It is stated that the people are greatly incensed against Eugene. The family has a reputation for domestic broils. 

 

The father is said to have a very bad temper, which he displays at the most trivial occasion. It is not known that he is addicted to drink, and it is stated that he was perfectly sober at the time of the shooting. 

 

Eugene Wethey, who made his father's body a target for pistol practice, is a tall, slender young man, slightly round shouldered, with light hair and eyes. He is of fair intelligence, but shows no particular keenness. The farm where the shooting took place is owned by the old man and consists of nearly six acres. 

 

At first it was thought that Wethey's wounds would prove fatal, but it now looks as though the old man might recover. Last night he was quite comfortable and the attending physician expressed hopes of his recovery.

 

It is related that on four occasions the old man has shot at his sons and once while his wife was sick, dragged her from bed in a fit of passion.

 

Wethey's temper, it seems, has caused him much trouble. The family does not bear the best reputation for its peaceful relations. Eugene claims that if his father should die he could prove by his mother and sisters that he shot him in self defense."

 

Oliver P. Buck [Wethey] died in 1907. It is not known if Nelson Buck every met his son after Nelson moved to Illinois.

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 3

 

1833

 

1897 Pantagraph Article About Nelson Buck Planting Orchard in 1833 in Bloomington
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Abe Lincoln’s Brief Employment as a Surveyor in 1833-1834

 

Like Nelson Buck, Abraham Lincoln was also a surveyor. Lincoln primarily surveyed in Sangamon County, Illinois. Lincoln was only a surveyor for about two years. 

 

In 1926, Carl Sandburg wrote a short story about Lincoln’s short career as a surveyor and a copy is published on the website SurveyHistory.Org and is titled Lincoln the Surveyor. A copy of his short article is shown below.

 

In the fall of 1833 came Abraham Lincoln’s entry into the most highly technical and responsible work he had known. Writing of it later, he said, "The Surveyor of Sangamon [County] offered to depute to Abraham that portion of his work which was within his part of the county. He accepted, procured a compass and chain, studied Flint, and Gibson a little, and went at it. This procured bread and kept soul and body together." There were farm sections, roads and towns needing their boundary lines marked clear and beyond doubt on maps - more than the county surveyor, John Calhoun, could handle. On the suggestion of Pollard Simmons, a farmer and Democratic politician living near New Salem, Calhoun, a Jackson Democrat, appointed Lincoln, who went 18 miles to Springfield to make sure he wasn’t tied up politically and could speak as he pleased.

Then for six weeks, daytime and often all of nighttime, he had his head deep in Gibson’s Theory and Practice of Surveying and Flint’s Treatise on Geometry, Trigonometry and Rectangular Surveying. From decimal fractions one book ran on onto logarithms, the use of mathematical instruments, operating the chain, circumferentor, surveying by intersections, changing the scale of maps, leveling, methods for mensuration of areas. 
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THE OLDEN TIMES,
Regular Mooting of the McLoan County

Historloal Soclety at
House Mouday.

—The regular quarterly meoting of this
well-known_organization ' was held at 3
o'clock Monday in the county cours
room. There was & good attendance and &
number of names of well-kuown citizens
was added to the roll. The membership
foo was reduced from $8 to $1. and a num.
ber of unimportant changes were made in
the by-laws.

It was decided to hold the next regular
meeting, which will bo_in_June, in tho
neighborhood of Orendorfl's Springs, in the
vicinity where the first cabin was bullt in
this county, seventy-five years ugo.

‘This meeting will” be probably n the na-
ture of a pic-nic, and the exercises will be
of a more than |llsl£nureulnx and pop-
ular character, includingprobably, an ad-
dress by Vico-President Stevenson.

It is probablo that a meeting will bo
callod prior o the Juno meeting, as tho
material of historical ‘nterest. s feoumu.
lating so that an extra meeting will be.
come neoessary to dispose of it by reading
and Bling, aud the June meeting will not
be 80 appropriate for that purposs.

The paper of this meoting was one by
Captain Burnham upon the early nursery-
men of the county. It n})peun that John
Dawson planted thie seed for tho first applo
orchard in 1828 or 18%. -Peaches wero
planted earlier and soon cameinto bearing,
Nelson Buck plauted out the first regular
nursery. in 1833 or 1884, near where the Ill-
inois Central_depot now stauds, and was
sucoeeded by Jesse Fell, fathor of the woll.
known Fell family, and he, in turn, by
Phenix, and Overman, and Mann; Capiain
Burnham paid an eloguent tribute to these
pioneers iu the tree and nursery business,
and his paper called out an animated and
interestiug disoussion.

e Court
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**He legally changed his name 1854-1928

to Oliver Perry Wethey in 1853

*Phidelia Wethey
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