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      The rainbow has infinite shades, just as this collection covers the spectrum of fictional possibilities.

      

      From contemporary romances like The Shores of Twilight Bay to dark fantasy like A Lone Red Tree and out to SF futures in Child of Spring, Iridescent covers the gamut of time, space and genre.

      

      Meyari McFarland shows her mastery in this first omnibus collection of her short fiction. Twenty-five amazing stories, all with queer characters going on adventures, solving mysteries, and falling in love are here in the first Rainbow Collection.

      

      And now you can get this massive collection of short queer fiction, all of it with the happy endings you love, for free!

      

      Sign up here for your free copy of Iridescent now!
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      You can find these and many other books at www.MDR-Publishing.com. We are a small independent publisher focusing on LGBT content. Please sign up for our mailing list to get regular updates on the latest preorders and new releases and a free ebook!
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      Ellington whistled along with the birds as he strolled across the University of Montana quad in shorts for the first time of the year. The sun was finally out, battling the nose-nipping breeze to warm his legs and back as he walked. After a winter that had included a school-shutting storm with minus ninety windchill outside, the sun was a blessing.

      He'd never been that cold and that sweaty just from walking inside and climbing the stairs up to his third-floor dorm room. So cold that his nose hair had frozen as he tried to breathe the ice-crystal-filled air, only to walk into a sauna in his room. Everyone in the basement had cranked their heaters to the max so that they wouldn't freeze. All that heat had one place to go: straight up to Ellington's room where the windows had frozen shut.

      The storm had finally passed. Even if there were still snowbanks scattered everywhere, they were melting fast enough that Ellington had declared spring. So what if his legs had goosebumps and his fingernails were going blue? It wasn't that far from his dorm to the library. Spring was finally here and damn it, he was going to enjoy it.

      The grass, once brown, had gone bright and green as fresh new shoots pushed up through last year's turf. Dandelions had started to wage their endless war for victory against the groundskeepers at the same time so Ellington could see beautiful dots of yellow everywhere across the quad. He should go gather leaves and add them to a salad. Grandma would've yelled at him for wasting good nutrients by walking by spring dandelions.

      Overhead, the single-file line of imported elms were just beginning to show buds. For now their black branches rattled against each other in the wind, bare as if winter was still in full swing. That didn't bother the singing birds at all. Most of the trees around the long oval of the quad were pines with plenty of shelter for birds to build snug little nests.

      Ellington's teeth chattered abruptly.

      Okay, so maybe it was still too cold for shorts.

      He looked around and then broke into a shuffling jog. Not much faster but it made him look more like he wasn't crazy. Just exercising. With his backpack. Full of books. On his way to the library. Yeah. That's all. It was training for… something.

      Ellington shuffle-jogged past two coeds wearing parkas who stared at him as if he'd lost his mind. Eyes forward, nothing to see here. Nope, just training. Yep, that was it, training for oh, not a marathon. That was way too long. A half-marathon? Hell, he was training to get in shape after the long, cold winter. That was it.

      Before Ellington's lungs could explode, he exited the quad, passed the University bookstore and wobbled into the glass double doors of the library. Okay, not doing that again. His legs shook so hard he wasn't sure he was going to be able to climb the stairs. Sweat was already dripping down his back and man, breathing while jogging was outright impossible.

      "Oh, hey, saw you out jogging," Leslie Pherigo said behind Ellington. "You taking up running?"

      Leslie Pherigo of the broad shoulders, the warm blue eyes, the smell of baby powder and smiles that melted away every bit of the chill that'd settled into Ellington. Or maybe that was his blush which roared through him like a dragon intent on burning every inch of his skin until he was beet red.

      "Uh, kinda," Ellington said. "Long winter, you know? It'd be good to get back in shape."

      "God, don't I know it," Leslie groaned. He patted his rock-hard stomach. "I swear I've put on a good ten pounds."

      "Where?" Ellington asked only to discover that no, yeah, he could totally blush harder.
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