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1 Everything you’ve been told about life is a half-truth dressed as wisdom. They said life is Easy if you are willing to put in the work and have clear goals. That if you have a solid plan and a good foundation, you can build the life you want. This might just be the most cruel and mean thing that you could ever have been taught. Let me tell you why... Growing up I always wanted to be a Lawyer. My grandmother worked at a law firm and my mother was a police officer, so I had some good role models and guidance and the perfect support system. By the time I reached high school I was spending my weekends at work with my mom, speaking to her superiors about the law, shadowing her around the office, learning and absorbing information. My mind was a sponge; I was dead set on being a lawyer and did all the research I possibly could. I would spend entire school holidays at work with my grandmother, sitting in courtrooms and taking notes on cases that I was allowed to sit in. I have spoken to Judges and Magistrates about their journeys and studying everything I need to do to be successful and achieve what they have achieved. By the time the end of high school came around I was more than equipped to pursue a career in Law. I have studied law books in different fields whether it was criminal, civil or labor law. When I finally applied to law schools, I was so excited, just anxious waiting to hear back from schools, it never happened! Either they were not the right institution for me or They’re at capacity. My high school results were excellent, and I got passed over by somebody with a sob story and rough background. All that hard work was for nothing and My dreams, my passion just crushed over and over and OVER again. I realized then that it doesn’t matter if you work hard, or have excellent grades, there will always be somebody with a messier background or a sadder story who will take preference because “it's a good look for the institution” or it makes for great origin stories. I have seen first-hand that No matter how much work you put in or how spectacular you are, you are not guaranteed success. Here is more proof that hard work and a solid plan do not equal success. I worked for a company back in 2023 who pride






themselves on career growth and giving recognition where its due. I had this colleague who we’ll call George, who since day one has put in their all into being the best employee they could be. George spent his breaks shadowing other departments with the aim of learning other processes, doing research about the product we offer and how it benefits the consumer, etc. George was such an inspiration to me and I just knew that he is destined for spectacular growth. Along came promotion time. There was a vacancy for a management role and of course I had my money on George because why not, you know. Now, a couple of months before the vacancy was announced there were new employees joining the business and, like nearly everywhere else, some of the existing employees knew the new joiners. Fast forward to promotion time, George naturally applied for the position, went through the interview stages and the day the feedback was given, neither George nor I could ever have imagined what would happen next. One of the new employees who happens to be related to someone in management has applied for the role as well and surprise, surprise, THEY GOT THE POSITION!!! George felt so betrayed and so disappointed that he never showed up for work the next day, he didn’t come back at all. So, you see, having a plan does not always mean that you will be successful and that life will be easy if you put the work in. The internet shows us all these studies and statistics that favor planning and preparation, but they do not consider the reality aspect of it, that not all people who plan and work hard succeed.
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