[image: cover-image, MyVote How to Billionaire-Proof Democracy with Electronic Governance]

 

￼[image: MyVote Logo_REV small web.png]

 

MyVote

How to Billionaire-Proof Democracy 
With Electronic Governance

 

 

By

Zed Starkovich

 





 

 

MyVote: How to Billionaire-Proof Democracy With Electronic Governance 
Copyright ©️ 2026 by Zed Starkovich. 
www.MyVoteGov.org

First Edition 
January 2026

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever, including internet usage, without written permission from Z Star Media Inc. except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. That said, this book is a blueprint for open source electronic governance that every city, state, and nation can adopt to form a “more perfect union” with true accountability and representation, so spread the idea as far and wide as possible.

Publisher’s Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Starkovich, Zed.
 MyVote : How to Billionaire-Proof Democracy with Electronic Governance / Zed Starkovich.

 Includes bibliographical references and index.

 Summary: MyVote proposes a comprehensive electronic governance platform that unifies access to government services, modernizes democratic participation through secure digital identity and verified polling, and aims to reduce the influence of billionaires and corporate interests on American democracy while increasing accountability, transparency, and citizen empowerment.

ISBN 979-8-9944996-0-3 (pbk.)
ISBN 979-8-9944996-1-0 (ebook)

Library of Congress Control Number:  2026900563

Democracy—United States. 2. Internet in public administration—United States. 3. Political participation—Technological innovations—United States. 4. Access to government information—United States. 5. Elections—Data processing—United States. I. Title.

Suggested BISAC Subject Headings

POLITICAL SCIENCE / Public Policy / General
POLITICAL SCIENCE / Civics & Citizenship

Suggested Classification

LCC (provisional):
 JK1764 .S73 2025 (Democracy & citizen participation in the U.S.)

DDC (provisional):
 321.8/0973—dc23 (Democracy—United States)

￼[image: Z Star Media LOGO small web.png]

www.ZStarMedia.com

 

 

 

About the Author


Zed Starkovich is a writer, filmmaker, and audio producer whose work sits at the intersection of independent art and digital democracy. Born to Hippie parents in Palo Alto, California, he studied film and physics at NYU before returning to his home state to work in the entertainment industry and raise a family while complaining about politics.

 

Alongside his work on-set, Zed has spent decades in audio production—recording, mixing, and editing music, producing, directing, and narrating audiobooks, and telling stories that center everyday people rather than corporate myth-making. An early proponent of the “digital future,” he uses accessible tools to create and share stories on modest budgets, with a focus on workers, outsiders, and communities whose stories rarely make it to the big screen.

 

As a father and independent researcher, Starkovich continues to focus on projects that blend craft, technology, and civic imagination, aiming to change how people see themselves, each other, and our collective history as we move toward a brighter future.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note


While I wish I had the backing of a billionaire-funded think tank with a team of researchers, editors, and an art department, this has been a one-person project dedicated to promoting the potential of a modern digital democracy.

 

To simplify the intricate topic of electronic governance and create the most straightforward and concise roadmap for the future, I employed various fact-based Large Language Models (or LLMs) for research, proofreading, fact-checking, indexing, source notes, and structuring the text. As a result, I firmly believe that the ability of LLMs to research, analyze, and fact-check the relentless barrage of corporate propaganda we encounter daily will emerge as the most important feature of “AI” in the near future.

 

Due to financial, artistic, and time constraints, I also edited the graphics myself using generative elements. If any real artists are interested in joining the project and contributing their expertise to replace any of the artwork, I would be delighted to include them in the next edition.
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Introduction


“Government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth.”

-Abraham Lincoln
Gettysburg Address (1863) 


My mother was an underpaid cook and housekeeper who fought every day to raise me right while battling a lifetime of abuse, illness, and generational trauma. I was five when my parents divorced, and twenty-three when she took her own life at forty-nine, after years of struggling to survive. 

Looking back now, I see not only the slow collapse of her life but also the broader unraveling of our country, and how people like her—hardworking and hurting—slipped through the cracks of a political system that claimed to protect them.

Meanwhile, well-paid pundits and podcasters tell us we live in “the most modern, functional, representative, capitalist utopia in world history.” But the reality is a system that returns less and less to the people who pay into it—while pouring billions into tax breaks for billionaires, foreign wars, and the growing militarization of ICE and local police forces to keep those struggling people under control.

After witnessing decades of “trickle-down” promises that never reached those most in need, I’ve spent my life asking a simple question that cuts through the noise: How can we actually make things better? 

As a kid raised on TV, that lead me to another important question “How would the people of Star Trek—and the people of our own future— stay connected to their neighbors, help each other live better lives, and elect representatives that actually represented their needs?” 

Politicians today casually ignore the needs of the people, handing out tax breaks to billionaires and pouring public money into football stadiums for those same elites, while the residents living in their shadows beg for clean water, a living wage, and affordable health care. This isn’t governance—it’s moral bankruptcy disguised as policy. The brutal absurdity of austerity politics in our modern oligarchy makes the old cry of “taxation without representation” almost sound quaint. What we face now is far worse: a government openly serving corporate power, where each new generation of politicians arrives already owned, and accountability to the public has all but vanished.	

This led me to the real question at hand: Do we need to tear down the entire system, or does democracy just need a better user interface? 

This project began as a work of political science fiction. I’m a filmmaker by trade and much like Gene Roddenberry imagining a better future where the people of Earth had evolved past their differences and resource wars, I looked back at a lifetime of political disappointment and decided to build a video demo of the modern digital democracy that America needs but doesn’t yet have. 

The result was the video MyVote: The Billionaire-Proof Digital Democracy. It may have taken Alexander Hamilton 6 hours to explain his new form of government, but I’m proud to say I summed up Electronic Governance in under 5 minutes! This book is a deeper look at the roadmap presented in that video. My hope in the face of a corrupt and unresponsive political system is that if I can demonstrate a better way to connect with our government, then surely more people with more money, power, and connections than me will be inspired to actually build it.

Maybe it won’t save the world, but I know the comprehensive e-governance platform described in these pages can actually star making things better by putting every American in the same virtual town square. Things can only get worse if we just keep shouting into the digital void while getting drowned out, distracted, and divided by billionaire-bots and troll-farms.

This isn’t a white paper from a well-funded corporate think tank that will get promoted by the profit-driven distraction algorithms and picked up by the local news or celebrated by the national corporate media. I’m just a regular dad trying to survive the class war by using the tools at my disposal to make the world a little better than I found it. So if you watched the video and thought it was full of “cheap, stolen, and AI graphics”… you’re right! So far, this has been a one-man project with the video and this book presented as an invitation to build a better future together instead of just giving up and letting the billionaires kill us for profit. 

With that in mind, I want to give a nod to the power of fact-based LLMs like Perplexity.AI for deep research, text analysis, and academic citations. This project wouldn’t have been possible without the time, money, and manpower multiplier of machine learning, and I firmly believe that the ability to analyze and digest massive amounts of data to produce factual, well-sourced information is the most important feature of the “AI” future. 

I have major problems with “AI” stealing art and jobs while creating bland derivative nonsense that distracts us from real life (along with polluting our air and wasting energy), but I also believe we need to use every tool available to fight the overwhelming forces against us, and LLMs might be the best weapon we have to fact-check the onslaught of corporate propaganda and disinformation we are presented with on a daily basis.

I’m less worried about an all-powerful AI of the future enslaving humanity because the billionaires of today have already enslaved us under manufactured scarcity and a high cost of living while stealing trillions of dollars from us in wage theft and corporate tax breaks. Used for the collective good, a super-intelligent research assistant in our pockets could, in fact, democratize information and help destroy the petrochemical-patriarchy by proving beyond any doubt that 10 billionaires controlling the world while a billion poor people starve is NOT as unavoidable and impossible to solve as those billionaires claim it is. 

As a Californian and long-time Apple user, I reference both throughout this project as an example of what collaboration between business and government could look like when it actually serves the public good. Many see Apple as just another predatory tech giant, but I argue that it remains more committed to individual privacy, creative empowerment, and user choice than its competitors who profit from distraction, manipulation, and surveillance. Even if Apple only cares about selling iPhones, it is better positioned to benefit from the informed, engaged, and independent citizens of a thriving middle class rather than authoritarian control of the American people. My hope is that Apple’s employees will remember their roots in technology and liberal arts and choose to help build the “Star Trek” future of shared progress rather than the Orwellian nightmare that unchecked power makes inevitable.

To quote Public Enemy and The Isley Brothers: We gotta fight the powers that be!

Zed Starkovich
MyVoteGov.org
myvotegov.substack.com
@MyVoteGov.bsky.social



Chapter 1

Welcome to MyVote

Democracy in Your Pocket,
Government at Your Fingertips
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“Technology has become an integral part of our lives, but it often distracts us from our neighbors and community instead of helping us unite for the common good.” 

“Introducing MyVote. The revolutionary mobile app that puts your government under your thumbs. Emergency services and government aid that will help your family thrive are now just a tap away, including veteran services, housing, and employment support, putting all your community resources in one place without the distraction of predatory ads and scams. MyVote also makes paying your taxes easier than ever, allowing you to file online in just a few minutes.” 

“With MyVote, democracy is no longer limited to polling stations and town halls. It's accessible wherever you are. Empowering people and communities like never before.”

- MyVote Demo Video

The Problem: Government Is Supposed to Serve You—So Why Can't You Reach It?

We are living in frightening and confusing times. From pandemics, unemployment, corporate price gouging, and unaffordable health care, to endless foreign wars, and armed Federal troops terrorizing our own neighborhoods and killing the innocent citizens they are supposed to protect. The American people feel helpless and afraid for our collective future when technological advances and worker productivity could provide us all with the food, clothing, shelter, clean water, and cheap energy we need to thrive as a society.

Instead of a government that protects our nation’s security and stability from “enemies, foreign and domestic,” we only see the rich getting richer from our tax dollars as the middle class gets poorer and those at the bottom of the ladder become more desperate than ever.  Emails and calls begging our elected representatives for help are ignored while the billionaire-owned news and social media outlets tell us there’s no better way to do things—so we all better just suck it up and stop complaining.

Our government Of The People has been corrupted into a government abusing the people for profit. This crisis of inaccessible, unresponsive, and unaccountable politicians is destroying the lives of the American people instead of protecting and defending us as they were elected to do.

We pay your taxes. We follow the rules. We show up to vote. In theory, our government exists to serve us. In practice, actually accessing government services feels like navigating a deliberately constructed maze designed to make us give up.

Right now, across America, millions of citizens are entitled to services, benefits, and support that could change their lives—and they have no idea those services exist. Or they know the services exist but can't figure out how to access them. Or they started the application process and got lost in bureaucratic quicksand. Or they're being actively scammed by predators impersonating government services.

Here's what trying to access government looks like for most Americans…

The Emergency Services Nightmare

Your elderly mother falls and breaks her hip. She needs immediate help. You try to find emergency services for seniors in your community. You Google it. You get:

	Predatory ads from private companies charging $200/month for “emergency monitoring” (preying on your panic).


	Seventeen different websites, half of which haven't been updated since 2018.


	Contradictory information about what services are available.


	Phone numbers that go to voicemail during “business hours.”


	Scam websites mimicking government services that steal your mother's personal information.


	No clear answer about what actual government services exist, who qualifies, or how to access them.


 

By the time you navigate this chaos, hours have passed. Your mother is suffering and you are desperate enough to pay the predatory private company, because you can't find the legitimate government program that would provide the service for free or at a fraction of the cost.

This scenario plays out thousands of times daily across America.

The Veterans Services Disgrace

You are a veteran. You served your country. You are entitled to healthcare, disability benefits, education support, housing assistance, and employment services. In theory.

In practice:

	The VA website is a labyrinth of broken links and outdated information.


	Different benefits are managed by different systems that don't talk to each other.


	You have to create seven different accounts with seven different passwords.


	Each application requires submitting the same documents multiple times.


	Wait times for responses stretch into months or years.


	You have no idea what you're entitled to because information is scattered across dozens of uncoordinated sources.


	Private companies run predatory ads claiming they can “help veterans get benefits” (for a fee) when those same benefits should be accessible for free.


	Your medical records are in one system, your disability claim in another, your education benefits in a third—none of them integrated.



Twenty veterans die by suicide every day in America.1 Many were struggling to access the services they earned. Many didn't know those  services existed. Many gave up trying to navigate the bureaucracy.

That is not just a failure. That is a betrayal.

The Housing Support Lottery

You are struggling financially. You can't pay rent. You are facing eviction. You have kids. You are terrified.

You know housing assistance programs exist—Section 8, emergency rental assistance, housing vouchers, transitional housing. You've heard about them. Can you access them?

	Housing assistance programs are run by different agencies at federal, state, and local levels.


	Each has different eligibility requirements, different application processes, different wait lists.


	Information about what programs exist in your area is scattered across multiple websites.


	Many programs are so underfunded that wait lists close entirely—you can't even apply.


	Applications require extensive documentation (tax returns, pay stubs, birth certificates, proof of citizenship) that you may not have readily available.


	You discover programs exist that you could have qualified for months ago—but nobody told you.


	By the time you navigate the system, you've been evicted.



Meanwhile, scammers run ads on Facebook: “Emergency Housing Assistance - Apply Now!” They steal your personal information and your application fee. The “emergency assistance” never materializes.

More than 770,000 Americans experienced homelessness on any given night in 2024—an 18 percent increase from the previous year.2 Nearly 150,000 of these were children.3 Many could have been helped by programs that exist—if they could have found and accessed them in time.

The Employment Support Maze

You lost your job. You need help finding work, retraining for a new career, or starting a business. Government programs exist for all of this—workforce development, job training, small business loans, unemployment insurance, apprenticeship programs.

Can you find them?

	The Department of Labor has programs. So does your state workforce agency. So does your county. So do various federal grant programs. None are coordinated.


	Job training programs have different eligibility requirements—some for displaced workers, some for veterans, some for youth, some for adults, some for specific industries.


	Small business support is split between SBA (federal), state economic development agencies, local chambers of commerce, and various grant programs.


	Unemployment insurance is state-managed but federally supported—good luck figuring out which agency to contact when your claim has issues.


	Information is scattered across dozens of websites with different formats, different applications, different requirements.


	Many programs go unused because people don't know they exist.



You spend weeks trying to figure out what help is available. By then, you are behind on mortgage payments, your savings is depleted, and your stress is overwhelming. If you had known about the job retraining program on day one, you could already be enrolled and on the path to new employment.

Why is finding help harder than losing your job?

The Tax Filing Torture

You have to file taxes. It's not optional. The IRS already knows what you owe (they have all your income information from employers and banks). But you still have to spend hours or hundreds of dollars to tell them what they already know.

The current tax filing system is deliberately complicated:

	Free filing is technically available—but hidden behind a maze of restrictions and limited eligibility.


	Most Americans end up paying TurboTax or H&R Block $50-$200 to file taxes that should be free.


	
These companies lobby extensively to keep tax filing complicated so you'll keep paying them.4



	
The IRS can't build a simple free filing system because Congress, influenced by tax prep company lobbying, won't fund it.5



	If you make a mistake, you might owe penalties—even though the government could have just told you what you owed in the first place.


	Small business owners spend dozens of hours on taxes, or pay accountants thousands of dollars, for a process that could be streamlined with modern technology.



Americans collectively spend 6.5 billion hours and over $260 billion annually on tax compliance.6 Not paying taxes—just figuring out how to report what the government already knows.

It's not an accident that it's this complicated. It is profitable for tax prep companies. It is politically useful for those who want citizens to hate government, and it is completely unnecessary with modern technology.

The Information Overload Paralysis

Even if you overcome all these barriers and finally access a government website, you're confronted with:

Incomprehensible Language: Government websites are written in bureaucratic jargon that requires a law degree to understand. “Pursuant to subsection 42(b)(3) of Title 26, eligible applicants may submit documentation evidencing qualification for supplemental assistance…”

Translation: “If you qualify, send us proof.”

Buried Information: The one piece of information you need is hidden seventeen clicks deep, behind three different menus, in a PDF that hasn't been updated since 2019.

Broken Links and Dead Ends: You click “Apply Here” and get a 404 error. You call the help line and get disconnected. You email the contact address and it bounces back.

Contradictory Instructions: The federal website says one thing. The state website says something else. The local office tells you something completely different. All three claim to be authoritative.

Predatory Ads Everywhere: You search for “veteran benefits” and the first five results are paid ads from companies that charge you for services that should be free. Some are legitimate (expensive) services. Some are outright scams. You can't tell the difference.

The human cost compounds daily:

	A diabetic veteran can't find the VA pharmacy system, so he rations his insulin and ends up in the emergency room.


	A single mother doesn't know about WIC (nutrition assistance), so her children go hungry while she's entitled to help.


	A laid-off factory worker doesn't learn about retraining programs until it's too late to enroll.


	An elderly couple gets scammed out of their savings by a fake Medicare hotline because they couldn't find the real number.



These aren't edge cases. These are daily realities for millions of Americans.

And it's completely, entirely, inexcusably unnecessary.

The technology exists to fix all of this. The information exists. The services exist. The funding exists (or should exist, and where it doesn't, we can see that clearly and demand it).

What's missing is a functional system to connect citizens to their government.

 

The Solution: MyVote—Your Government, Unified and Accessible

MyVote is the single, comprehensive, verified platform that puts every government service, every piece of information, every resource you need in one place, accessible from the device already in your pocket.

Not another government website. Not another bureaucratic portal. A unified civic operating system that fundamentally transforms how you interact with government—making it as easy to access public services as it is to order dinner, check your bank balance, or message a friend.

Here's what MyVote does:

Emergency Services at Your Fingertips

When crisis hits, MyVote is your lifeline.

One Tap Emergency Access:

	Medical emergency services


	Crisis intervention hotlines


	Domestic violence resources


	Mental health crisis support


	Suicide prevention services


	Disaster assistance


	Emergency financial assistance


	Emergency housing/shelter information


	Food banks and meal programs


	Legal aid for emergencies



Geolocation-Aware: MyVote would know where you are and show you the closest, most relevant resources:

	“Nearest emergency shelter: St. Mary's Community Center, 0.8 miles, beds available."


	“24/7 crisis counseling: Call or text, response time under 5 minutes.”


	“Food assistance available today: Community Kitchen, 3-6 p.m., no documentation required.”



Direct Connection: Not just information—actual access. One tap to call. One tap to text. One tap to get directions. One tap to start an application. No searching. No navigating. No barriers between you and help.

Family Safety Features:

	Share your location with emergency contacts


	Alert family members to resources they might need


	Store critical medical information for emergency responders


	Document safety plans for domestic situations


	Access child protective services information when needed



Disaster Response Integration: When hurricanes, wildfires, floods, earthquakes, or other disasters strike:

	Real-time evacuation information


	Emergency shelter locations and availability


	FEMA assistance application


	Disaster unemployment assistance


	Lost document replacement services


	Missing persons registry


	Volunteer coordination



All verified. All legitimate. Zero scams. Zero predatory ads.

No Ads. No Scams. No Exploitation.

This is critical: MyVote has zero advertising and zero third-party monetization.

When you search for veteran benefits, you see actual veteran benefits—not paid ads from companies that want to charge you 30% of your disability payment to file your claim.

When you look for housing assistance, you see legitimate government programs—not predatory payday lenders offering “fast cash” at 400% APR.

When you need emergency help, you get real resources—not scammers impersonating government services to steal your personal information.

MyVote is funded by the government—by your tax dollars—to serve you without extracting additional money from you. That's how government should work. That's what MyVote delivers.

Veteran Services—Finally Unified

If you served, MyVote ensures you get everything you earned.

Your Complete VA Profile: One dashboard showing:

	Healthcare enrollment and benefits


	Disability rating and claims status


	Education benefits (GI Bill) usage and remaining eligibility


	Home loan eligibility and pre-qualification


	Pension and compensation payment history


	Vocational rehabilitation status


	Dependent and survivor benefits



Integrated Medical Records: Your complete VA medical history, accessible to you and (with your permission) to your healthcare providers. No more repeating your medical history at every appointment. No more lost records.

Claims Tracking:

	File new claims directly through MyVote


	Upload supporting documentation from your phone


	Track claim status in real-time


	Receive notifications of decisions


	Appeal directly through the app if denied


	Connect with VSO (Veteran Service Organization) representatives



Education and Employment:

	GI Bill application and management


	Vocational rehabilitation enrollment


	Job matching based on your military experience


	Resume translation (military skills to civilian job requirements)


	Apprenticeship and training programs


	Small business support for veteran entrepreneurs



Housing and Financial Support:

	VA home loan application and pre-qualification


	Housing adaptation grants (for disability modifications)


	Emergency financial assistance


	Pension programs


	Survivor and dependent benefits



Community Connection:

	Local veteran organizations


	VA facility locations and wait times


	Peer support groups


	Mental health resources specifically for veterans


	Benefits counseling appointments



No more navigating seventeen different systems. No more waiting months to hear about claims. No more predatory companies charging veterans for services that should be free.

Housing and Employment Support For Every Citizen—All in One Place

MyVote consolidates every resource for housing stability and employment success.

Housing Assistance:

	Section 8 / Housing Choice Voucher application and waitlist status


	Emergency rental assistance


	Utility assistance programs


	First-time homebuyer programs


	Down payment assistance


	Foreclosure prevention resources


	Homeless prevention services


	Transitional housing programs


	Public housing applications



Employment Services:

	Job search tools with verified listings (no scams)


	Unemployment insurance application and claims


	Job training and apprenticeship programs


	Career counseling and assessment


	Resume building tools


	Interview preparation resources


	Disability employment support


	Ex-offender re-entry programs


	Immigrant employment services



Small Business Support:

	SBA loan applications


	Business plan templates and counseling


	Licensing and permit information


	Tax ID application


	Mentor matching programs


	Contracting opportunities (government contracts for small businesses)


	Minority and women-owned business certifications



Financial Stability:

	SNAP (food assistance) application


	WIC (nutrition for women, infants, children)


	TANF (temporary assistance for families)


	Child care assistance programs


	Energy assistance (LIHEAP)


	Free tax preparation (VITA program locations)


	Financial counseling resources


	Debt management programs



All services show:

	Clear eligibility requirements (“You qualify” or “You don't qualify because…”)


	Required documentation (and help getting it if you don't have it)


	Application status tracking


	Estimated wait times


	Appeal processes if denied


	Local office contact information



Taxes Made Simple—Finally

MyVote transforms tax filing from torture to trivial.

Automatic Pre-Filing: MyVote integrates with IRS systems (through X-Road) and pre-fills your return with information the government already has:

	W-2s from your employer


	1099s from banks and investments


	Previous year's return information


	Deduction and credit eligibility based on your profile



Guided Filing:

	Plain-language questions (not tax code jargon)


	Automatic calculation of deductions and credits you qualify for


	Warning flags if something looks wrong


	Comparison to previous years to catch errors



Direct Filing—Completely Free:

	No paying TurboTax $200 for something that should cost nothing


	No artificially restricted “free” versions that upsell you constantly


	No lobbying-created complications


	Just file, for free, in minutes



For Simple Returns: If you have standard W-2 income, standard deductions, and no unusual circumstances, filing takes literally 3-5 minutes:

	Review pre-filled information


	Confirm it's correct


	Submit


	Done



For Complex Returns: If you have business income, investments, rental properties, etc., MyVote provides:

	Step-by-step guidance


	Connection to free tax preparation assistance (VITA program)


	Option to consult with tax professionals (but you're not forced to pay for basic filing)



Payment Options:

	Pay balance directly through MyVote (no separate payment portal)


	Set up payment plans if you can't pay in full


	Track refund status in real-time


	Direct deposit of refunds (no waiting for checks)



Historical Records:

	Access all previous tax returns


	Download forms for mortgage applications, financial aid, etc.


	Audit support if needed (rare, but available)



The goal: Tax filing should take minutes, not hours. It should cost nothing, not hundreds of dollars. It should be as easy as checking your bank balance. MyVote makes it happen.

Community Resources—Organized and Accessible

MyVote isn't just federal services—it's every level of government and community support.

Local Services:

	Parks and recreation programs


	Library system (digital card, book checkouts, event calendars)


	Public transportation schedules and passes


	Trash and recycling schedules


	Utility payment and management


	Local permits (parking, events, construction)


	Animal control and pet licensing


	Local health departments



Education:

	Public school enrollment


	School lunch program application


	Special education services


	College financial aid (FAFSA)


	Student loan management


	Scholarship databases
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