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Introduction

The Journey to Wild Faith

I believed in God but built my life in a way that did not require much faith. For years, I followed Jesus and lived a life that looked faithful on the outside. Yet my prayers were careful and my dreams were small enough to manage. I wanted a faith that fit neatly into my life, one I could explain, control, and contain. I was sincere, but I was safe.

I grew up as a preacher’s kid in a home where faith was everywhere. Scripture, worship, and ministry shaped the rhythm of daily life. Faith was not something we visited on Sundays, it was woven into family dinners, late night conversations, laughter, sacrifice, and seasons of struggle. I watched my parents walk through joy and heartbreak with quiet faithfulness as my father served as a minister. Their example gave me a strong foundation, but I eventually learned that a foundation alone cannot carry you through the moments when faith is tested. That foundation carried me for a long time. Until life asked more of my faith than a foundation alone could give.

Early in my college years, safe faith stopped working. The beliefs I had grown up with were true, but they had not yet been tested by disappointment, loss, or unmet expectations. I encountered moments when prayers went unanswered, plans unraveled, and dreams quietly faded before they ever had a chance to take shape. The faith I knew how to practice could explain Scripture, but it had not yet learned how to sit with doubt, unanswered prayers, or disappointment.

It was there, in that tension, that I found myself standing at a crossroads. Not between belief and unbelief, but between control and trust. Between a faith I could manage and a life that required daily dependence on Jesus. I had to decide whether I would continue building a life that God could bless from a distance, or whether I would risk following Him into places I could not manage or predict. I did not yet understand what it truly meant to lean on Jesus, and if I am honest, I still wrestle with that surrender today. But something began to settle deep in my heart. God was faithful, even when the path forward was unclear.

Even now, leaning fully on Jesus does not come naturally to me. My instinct is still to plan, to brace, to manage outcomes before I trust Him with them. I still wrestle with surrender. But over time, my heart and mind have been anchored in a deeper truth. God is faithful. Not occasionally. Not conditionally. Faithful in every season, including the ones I do not understand. It was in those uncertain moments that Jesus met me most clearly. Not by removing the tension, but by inviting me to trust Him within it. He did not give me all the answers I wanted. Instead, He offered Himself. I began to realize that faith was not simply believing the right things about God, but trusting a living Savior who was still speaking, still leading, and still calling me forward.

Slowly, my faith began to shift. I started praying prayers that felt bigger than my ability to control the outcome. I took steps of obedience without waiting for full clarity. I learned that Jesus does not only call us to believe in Him. He calls us to follow Him. To move. To live in ways that cannot be explained apart from His faithfulness. Faith stopped being something I possessed and became something I practiced.

I have watched God move in ways I could never have planned. I have seen relationships restored, doors opened, provision appear at the right moment, and purpose rise out of places I once only saw pain. Over the years, I have also had the privilege of walking with people as a life coach, ordinary men and women from different backgrounds and seasons of life People just like you. This book was written for anyone who senses there is more. More than routine faith. More than manageable belief. More than a life that never truly requires trust.

There came a moment when a single image gave language to what God was already doing in my heart. I encountered the story of the rhinoceros. A powerful animal capable of incredible momentum, yet with a surprising limitation. A rhino can only see about thirty feet ahead. Beyond that, everything is unknown. And yet, despite limited vision, it charges forward with full strength and confidence. That image stopped me. Because it mirrored the way God has always invited His people to move forward, step by step, trusting Him beyond what they can see.

I realized that much of faith is lived at the edge of vision. Real faith often begins at the thirty first foot. The place just beyond what we can see, plan, or control. Wild faith is not about having all the answers before you move. It is about trusting that God is already present in what you cannot yet see.

This book is an invitation to trust God with that next step. To move forward when certainty ends. To follow Jesus beyond comfort. To discover that obedience often unlocks purpose you could never reach by staying safe. If you have ever believed in God but quietly built your life in a way that did not require much faith, this journey is for you. The adventure of wild faith begins exactly where your vision ends.
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An Invitation to the Adventure
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If you are holding this book, I believe you are ready for something more. Not more information, but more trust. Not more certainty, but deeper obedience. Maybe you are standing at your own thirty first foot, staring into uncertainty and wondering if God can really be trusted there. My invitation is simple. Do not settle for safe faith. Step forward. The adventure of wild faith begins exactly where your vision ends.

Do not allow fear or hesitation to keep you from the fullness of what God has prepared. Step into the adventure one faith filled step at a time. Whether you feel confident or uncertain, strong or hesitant, this journey is not reserved for the fearless. It is for the willing.

Throughout these pages, you will encounter stories, Scripture, practical tools, and honest encouragement for the road ahead. My prayer is that you will see yourself in these words, and that you will find the courage to move, to trust, and to live with the wild faith God intended for you. So, take a breath. The journey begins now. Let us discover together what happens when we trust God with the thirty first foot and beyond.

Your friend in the journey, Joel
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​Chapter 1: ​​​
Welcome to the Jungle
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Ditching Safe Religion for a Life of Holy Adventure

“It’s a dangerous business, Frodo, going out your door. You step onto the road, and if you don’t keep your feet, there’s no knowing where you might be swept off to.”

-Bilbo Baggin, The Lord of the Rings (2001)

Have you ever sensed, deep inside, that your faith was meant to be bigger, braver, and wilder than what you have settled for? If so, you are not alone. We live in a world that constantly tries to shrink God down into something manageable. Faith is often admired as long as it is not disruptive, just enough to keep us respectable and contained. Yet the faith of the Bible the faith that truly pleases God is not careful or controlled. It is daring. Untamed. Alive.
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Wild faith is the beating heart of every true adventure with God.
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It led Noah to build an ark when rain had never fallen. It moved Moses to face Pharaoh with nothing but a staff and a promise. It stirred Esther to risk her life for the sake of her people. It compelled ordinary fishermen to leave their nets and follow Jesus into the unknown. These were not extraordinary people. They were ordinary people who believed God could do the impossible and then lived as if He would. Wild faith does not begin with confidence. It begins with obedience.
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Why do we need wild faith?
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Comfort, over time, turns into confinement. What once felt safe slowly becomes a cage. When we remain in the predictable, we miss the life that exists just beyond what feels secure. Familiar routines can quietly dull our hunger for more. Yet it is often in uncertainty that God’s transforming power is most clearly revealed.

God’s promises are always larger than the plans we construct for ourselves. Our best designs are limited by our perspective, but His plans stretch far beyond what we can imagine. Wild faith dares to believe that every promise from God is an open door into a bolder future. It calls us to release control and trust a divine blueprint greater than anything we could build on our own.

The world is waiting for people who live with this kind of trust. Our time is marked by uncertainty, fear, and exhaustion, and it longs for men and women who act with conviction rooted in God’s Word. Wild faith inspires others. It turns ordinary lives into living testimonies. When one person steps forward in bold trust, it creates a ripple that reaches far beyond them.

God is not looking for people who have every answer or every step carefully planned. He is looking for hearts willing to trust Him even when the picture is incomplete. Wild faith prays prayers that stretch beyond logic. It dreams as wide as God’s love. It obeys when understanding falls short. This kind of trust reshapes lives, transforms communities, and invites the miraculous into ordinary moments. Wild faith is not reckless. It is surrendered.
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What does wild faith look like in real life?

[image: ]




Wild faith rarely shows up in the spotlight. It does not always look impressive to the outside world. In fact, it often looks like tears on the bathroom floor, whispered prayers in the middle of the night, and shaky hands writing checks or stepping onto uncertain ground. It is the kind of faith that bleeds before it blossoms.

It looks like a mother praying in a hospital room over a child doctors say will not survive. Not because she is in denial, but because she knows Jesus is resurrection and life. This is not blind optimism. It is war. It is standing in the impossible and declaring, even now, my God is able.
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