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    I dedicate this book to the public school system that challenged my children. While it may have tested our resolve, it also ignited a determination within my family to defy the odds. Through this struggle, we forged a neurodiversity-affirming and strength-based approach that empowered my kids to flourish, anchored by structured literacy and math in our independent homeschool. 

      

    


Letter to the Reader

If you have purchased this book I hope you are invested and interested in improving the future of education for the better. I hope that like myself you have been shocked by reports of abuse, illiteracy, chronic absenteeism, and discrimination internationally around the world of education. 

My introduction to this issue came personally to my family when in 2021 my own daughter was subject to this all too common experience of discrimination. It started when she was four years old in preschool enrolled in a local public elementary school. She is my husband and I’s first born child. We thought we did everything right. My husband and I both attended local brick and mortar public schools our entire educational career. We both graduated from highschool with a diploma. We both ended up going to college afterwards. Sadly both of us had working parents and had to take out student loans. We both cut our college education short in order to support our own adult lives. We got full time jobs. 

When we made the decision to become parents we knew we had learned most of our life skills within the thick cemented walls of a public school. Nothing was ever indicated to us that it would not become the same future for our own children. In 2020, the covid-19 pandemic was happening. I was a stay at home mom. I decided to make it my responsibility as a mother to foster my daughter’s “love of learning”. Early on she was very excited. She already knew the alphabet and counted to 40 on her own by the age of two. At every well check pediatrician appointment she would get compliments on her intelligence. 

I was excited that spring in 2020 to find out all of the details about signing my daughter up for preschool. We had no hesitation from the pediatrician, family members, or ourselves that starting school at the age of four wouldn’t be successful. I was still going to be a stay at home mother to my young son so I knew if I had to pick up my daughter at any time of the day it would not be an issue. 

My husband and I had met the preschool teacher, we did the school walk through, and our daughter was excited to expand on the knowledge she already knew. School started August 2021. It was almost exactly a month later in September 2021 that my daughter started to make comments that she was bored. I would follow up with her preschool teacher, get a reassuring response, and yet nothing was actually done. October 2021 my daughter got RSV from school. She was briefly hospitalized and this was a first experience for her. My husband and I knew from parenting books and the growing knowledge about social and emotional awareness and trauma informed practices to talk openly about these experiences with her. 

Unfortunately my daughter did not get this same support at school. It came to be a recurring theme that the support my husband and I were able to provide at home did not match the outdated information our daughter was getting at school. The teacher would openly complain about my daughter talking about her hospital experience, certain holidays like halloween that she loved, and eventually the biggest issue came when my daughter was pushed by another student and the school didn’t alert us. 

It finally came to a point that the school’s only answer to our questions was to respond with formalized meetings that started as an SST or student support team meeting, that was a group of adults around a table collectively telling us to “wait and see”. I learned from neurodiversity advocate books that this was a delay tactic documented as early as 1969 by a reading specialist named Alice Ansara. From October 2021 to spring of 2022 I started to learn about the history  of whole language instruction in anticipation of listening to the Sold a Story podcast. I began to learn that the issues my husband and I were experiencing in public school were almost exactly the same in all 50 states of America in schools that had invested in an ineffective reading program by the name of “Balanced Literacy”. 

I started to read books by Rudolf Flesh, Jeanne Chall, and I started to follow the growing movement called Science of Reading online. I downloaded and purchased books on the history of reading instruction. I learned about the Reading Wars, Curriculum Wars, and the Math wars. I kept seeing a constant pattern of adults with egos trying to sell a product becoming the main problem between what worked and what did not. 

It was finally in October the Sold a story podcast came out and validated the waves of emotion that I had been feeling. November 2022 after a failed IEP meeting or an individualized education plan meeting where we tried to get the school to formally recognize Dyslexia or a Specific Learning Disability for my daughter when my husband and I realized that it wasn’t working. The school’s firm position was that they had invested millions of dollars into Balanced Literacy and Round Robin Reading. They still used leveled reading books made by controversial whole languages and three cueing advocates. They did not care that my daughter was reading decodable books at home without an issue. They didn’t care about my daughter sitting at a dinner table and crying when she couldn’t get through a leveled reading book that had no scope or sequence to the words. 
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