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Shari yawned, rubbed the sleep from her eyes, and slowly rose to sit on the edge of her bed. I wonder if today will be different? she thought. Probably not, she sighed.

Every Friday at the orphanage, the girls rose early, put on their best clothes, ragged as they were and after a small meal of rice, they were lined up for the visitors.

Some who came were wealthy families who wanted to adopt one of the girls. It changed the lives of those who were picked forever. Other visitors came to purchase household servants, or worse.

Shari had been in the orphanage for three years. Every week after the choosing was over, she fought back the tears. No one would ever want her, and she knew why.

She tried to hide it by holding her hands behind her waist, but in the end, her twisted left hand was always discovered. Rich people didn’t want a deformed girl. Those looking for girls to work wanted her even less. Each Friday night, Shari cried herself to sleep. Today would be no different.
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