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This is a short, quick, and easy read.

Anecdotes are usually short humorous stories. Sometimes they are thought-provoking or informative, not amusing.
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Educate Yourself

Read Like A Wolf Eats

Be Excellent to Each Other

Books Then, Books Now, Books Forever
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Do you know a language other than English? If you do, I give you permission to translate this book, copyright your translation, publish or self-publish it, and keep all the royalties for yourself. (Do give me credit, of course, for the original book.)
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Bai Juyi went to Zen master Daolin of the Tang Dynasty and asked what one must do in order to live in accord with the Tao. Daolin answered, “One must avoid doing evil, and one must do as much good as possible.” Bai Juyi was surprised at the simplicity of this answer and said, “Even a child knows that.” “True,” replied Daolin, “even a child of three knows this but even a man of 80 fails to live up to it.”

A seeker after truth once asked a wise person how to seek God. The wise person replied, “The ways to God are as many as there are created beings. But the shortest and easiest is to serve others, not to bother others, and to make others happy.”

The Zen master Gisan was taking a bath. The water was too hot, so he asked a student to add some cold water to the bath. The student brought a bucket of cold water, added some cold water to the bath, and then threw the rest of the water on a rocky path. Gisan scolded the student: “Everything can be used. Why did you waste the rest of the water by pouring it on the path? There are some plants nearby which could have used the water. What right do you have to waste even a drop of water?” The student became enlightened and changed his name to Tekisui, which means “Drop of Water.”

While walking along a river, two monks noticed a lettuce leaf floating downstream. “How sad,” said one of the monks, who knew that Zen master Gisan lived one mile upstream. “Gisan has started to waste food.” Just then, Gisan burst out of the bushes, panting and sweating, jumped into the river, and began to swim downstream after the lettuce leaf. The two monks bowed low in the direction of Zen master Gisan, and then they continued their walk.

Human beings have free will. According to the Babylonian Niddah 16b, whenever a baby is to be conceived, the Lailah (angel in charge of contraception) takes the drop of semen that will result in the conception and asks God, “Sovereign of the Universe, what is going to be the fate of this drop? Will it develop into a robust or into a weak person? An intelligent or a stupid person? A wealthy or a poor person?” The Lailah asks all these questions, but it does not ask, “Will it develop into a righteous or a wicked person?” The answer to that question lies in the decisions to be freely made by the human being that is the result of the conception.

A hassid asked a rabbe what is the most difficult thing in the world, and what is the easiest thing in the world. The rebbe replied, “The easiest thing in the world is to recognize your neighbors’ faults. The most difficult thing in the world is to recognize your own faults.” By the way, evil has a very difficult time tempting human beings to commit sin. Why? Before Evil can tempt anyone to commit sin, the human beings have already committed the sin!
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Chapter 1: From Actors to Christmas
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Actors

• In the old days, acting was looked down on as an improper and immoral profession. The 19th-century actor O. Smith once worked in a troupe that performed in a theater that had been a chapel. The troupe made arrangements to lend the theater to a Methodist preacher on Sundays — provided that the preacher would refrain from criticizing their profession. Mr. O. Smith and a scene painter worked on Sunday, with only a curtain separating them from the preacher, so that they were able to hear every word of his sermon. Every time the preacher began to criticize the acting profession, the scene painter said “Ahem” loudly, and the preacher toned down his rhetoric. Mr. Smith writes that the ahems were “a sad restraint” on the preacher’s eloquence.​[1]

• One of the best movies by Mel Brooks is The Producers, starring Zero Mostel and Gene Wilder. Mr. Mostel was hired first, and he attended Mr. Wilder’s audition. Before the audition, Mr. Mostel reached out his hand as if he were going to shake Mr. Wilder’s hand, then suddenly he grabbed Mr. Wilder, pulled him close, and kissed him on the lips. Before the kiss, Mr. Wilder had been nervous, but after the kiss, he relaxed. (By the way, both Mr. Mostel and Mr. Wilder are straight.)​[2]

• In Los Angeles, California, an actress friend of comedian Bob Smith was going to an audition when she became involved in a serious car accident. Although she was injured and being helped by paramedics and police, she kept telling them, “I’m got to call my agent. Please, I’ve got to call my agent.” She knew she sounded ridiculous, but she was worried that her new agent would think she was irresponsible.​[3]

• Barbra Streisand is not superstitious, although she does say that it is bad luck to step in front of a speeding locomotive. Another person who is not superstitious is Noël Coward, who nevertheless admits that it is bad luck for 13 people to sleep in the same bed.​[4]

Advertising

• Professional golfer Bryon Nelson once was offered $500 to endorse the cigarettes of a certain tobacco company. This was big money at the time, and Mr. Nelson accepted it. However, he had second thoughts when Sunday School teachers started writing him to ask, “How could you?” These letters upset Mr. Nelson, and he contacted the tobacco company and tried to give the money back. Unfortunately, the tobacco company refused to let him out of his contract and so the advertisements stayed in circulation.​[5]

• Sometimes, advertising is true. Once, Westbrook Van Voorhees was announcing a program sponsored by a cigarette company when he suddenly had a coughing attack. He explained the coughing by saying on the air, “Guess I’ve been smoking too much.”​[6]

• TV commercials for the European jeans manufactured by Diesel sometimes addressed contemporary issues. One commercial was headlined, “How to smoke 145 cigarettes a day.” In it, a talking skull asks the viewers, “Man, who needs two lungs anyway?”​[7]

• In the Los Angeles Times once appeared this ad, reproduced in its entirety: “LAST DAY TO SEND IN YOUR DOLLAR. — Box 153.” Thousands of people parted with their money in response to this ad.​[8]

Alcohol

• While making a movie with Paramount Pictures, Victor Mature and Jim Backus dressed as Roman warriors. Mr. Mature had business to attend to away from the movie studio during lunchtime; wanting company, he asked if Mr. Backus would go with him. Having completed his business, Mr. Mature and his guest stopped by a bar to have a drink, but the bartender — not being used to such guests — ignored their orders and stared at them. Mr. Mature then asked, “What’s the matter with you? Don’t you serve members of the Armed Forces?”​[9]

• Richard Westrop, a Quaker preacher, once traveled by train and got a piece of grit in his eye. He went to the refreshment room at York (England) station and ordered a glass of milk. However, when he started to drink the milk, he discovered that alcohol had been added to it. Mr. Westrop told the server about the addition, but she irately replied, “Now look here, when a parson comes in and orders milk and gives me a wink, what else is he ordering but what I’ve given you?”​[10]

• Jack Norton got laughs for decades in walk-on roles in which he played a drunk. Once, a director criticized him for playing a severely drunk man. According to the director, no man could be that drunk and still stay on his feet. But the director didn’t know that Mr. Norton had watched him at a party a couple of days earlier and was imitating him.​[11]

• Bishop Healy of Galway once went to a barber who had been out drinking the night before. Because of the unsteadiness of his hands, the barber accidentally cut Bishop Healy, who said, “This cursed drinking!” The barber replied, “Yes — it leaves the skin awful tender.”​[12]

Arguments

• A Rabbi and a soapmaker were talking. The soapmaker asked, “What good is religion? After millennia of sermons and prayers, still many people lack spirituality. If religion is true, why is this so?” The Rabbi pointed to a child playing in a mud puddle and said, “Look at that child. After millennia of soapmaking, some people are still dirty. If soap makes people clean, why is this so?” The soapmaker said, “Soap cannot do any good unless it is used.” The Rabbi replied, “Exactly.”​[13]

• Rabbi Joshua ben Hanania went to Athens to talk with some philosophers, who asked him, “Where is the center of the Earth?” Rabbi Joshua pointed to a nearby spot and said, “This is the center of the Earth.” When the Athenian philosophers asked how he knew that, Rabbi Joshua replied, “Bring your measuring rods, and measure it for yourselves.”​[14]

• Comic singer Anna Russell’s Auntie Wavell enjoyed arguing with the vicar after church. He usually would end the argument by slamming the door. Once, he slammed the door — and it fell off its hinges.​[15]

Baseball

• Andy Olsen was an umpire for the longest scoreless game in baseball. On May 8, 1965, in the Eastern League, teams from Elmira, New York, and Springfield, Massachusetts, battled in a game that lasted 27 innings — the first 25 of them scoreless. In the 26th inning, both teams got a run, and in the 27th inning, Elmira won the game, 2-1, with a close play at home plate. The Springfield coach wasn’t happy, but he didn’t argue the call. Instead, he told Mr. Olsen, “Andy, you shortened the game on us.”​[16]

• Francis Cardinal Spellman attended the 1953 World Series between the Brooklyn Dodgers and the New York Yankees. In one game, Dodger catcher Roy Campanella ran after a foul ball that struck a railing, then bounced off Cardinal Spellman’s knee. Mr. Campanella asked whether His Eminence had been hurt. “Don’t worry about me,” Cardinal Spelling replied. “God had the wisdom to make a priest’s knees the toughest part of his anatomy.”​[17]

Bathrooms

• When the Middleroad Friends Meeting in Springport, Indiana, renovated its bathrooms, it was a big deal, and the Quakers attending the meeting decided to celebrate. First, a nicely varnished plunger — the Plunge Ahead Award — was presented to the clerk. Second, the meeting’s sole doctor member presented the meetinghouse with a bunch of old magazines for reading purposes. Third, brass plates — one showing a woman’s bonnet and the other showing a man’s broad-brimmed hat — were put on the relevant doors. Fourth, a ceremonial cutting of a roll of toilet paper was held. Fifth, two children — a boy and a girl — performed ceremonial flushes. And finally, tours of the facilities were held. Often, Quakers are thought to be overly solemn, but obviously, that stereotype is not true of the Middleroad Friends Meeting.​[18]

• A Western woman went to a Zen monastery to seek enlightenment. While there, she cleaned the bathrooms in an effort to show that she was humble. In addition, she pestered the Zen master by constantly asking, “What is Zen?” The Zen master ignored her. Eventually, she got tired of cleaning the bathrooms and told the Zen master that if she wanted to clean bathrooms, she could do that anywhere and therefore she was leaving the monastery. The Zen master replied, “That is Zen.”​[19] 

Bible

• In his absence, the Irish Republican Army once sentenced Irish playwright Brendan Behan to death. Mr. Behan sent the IRA “a polite note, saying that they could shoot me in my absence, also.” And in a court of law, a man denied three times that he knew Irish playwright Brendan Behan. From the back of the court, a supporter of Behan’s crowed, “Cock-a-doodle-doo.”​[20]

• William Schwenck Gilbert, co-author of The Pirates of Penzance, occasionally criticized the Church. Once he found himself the only layman in a room filled with parsons and remarked, “I feel like a lion in a den of Daniels.”​[21]

• For decades, Abel Green edited Variety, the bible of show business. Its readership was wide and varied; for example, when Mr. Green met Francis Cardinal Spellman, the Cardinal said, “Mr. Green, I read your bible, too.”​[22]

Books

• In the late 1800s, many rabbis and Jewish families regarded the reading of many books not religious in nature — for example, novels — as dangerous. Joseph Salz, who lived in Palestine, was one person who believed this, but his wife, Hannah, did not. Joseph once caught Hannah reading a novel, so he forbade her to read it. She obeyed him for a while, then she started to read novels again. The next time Joseph caught her reading a novel, he burned it. However, in the long run, Hannah won — she helped her daughters acquire a good education at a time when educated women were rare.​[23]

• Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Meyer Berger was Jewish, but he wrote well and positively about Catholic missionaries in his book Men of Maryknoll, which was co-written with the Reverend James Keller. Pope Pius XII once gave him an audience in which he thanked him for writing the book and then blessed him. Mr. Berger was flustered and replied, “God bless you, too, sir.”​[24]

• Comedian Bob Newhart is in many ways a modest man. When he heard that Jeff Sorensen was writing a biography of him, Mr. Newhart asked, “Why would anybody want to do a book about me? It would have to be about eight pages long.” (Actually, the biography turned out to be about 180 pages long.)​[25]

Celebrities

• Lou Costello told Jackie Gleason that he knew a man who could tell what card you were holding even though he was miles away and talking to you on the telephone. Jackie then picked the Jack of Diamonds and showed it to Lou, who made a telephone call, saying, “Hello, is the Wizard there? ... Would you put him on, please? ... Jackie Gleason would like to speak to you.” Jackie then spoke to the Wizard, who told him, “You are holding the Jack of Diamonds.” Of course, there was a logical explanation. Lou was calling his partner, Bud Abbott. When Lou asked for the Wizard, Bud immediately recited, “Spade ... heart ... diamonds ...” — when the right suit was named, Lou asked that the Wizard be put on the line. Bud would then recite “Ace ... King ... Queen ... Jack ...” — when the right denomination was reached, Lou said that Jackie wanted to speak to the Wizard.​[26]
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