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(...) the one who seeks finds (...)

Gospel According to Saint Matthew chapter 7 verse 8 New American Bible
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For the Lord gives wisdom;

From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.

 

 

Book of Proverbs, chapter 2, verse 6 New American Standard Bible 1995
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To the entire peer review system that has shaped journal publications into what they are today: a pay-per-publish academy



ABOUT THIS BOOK


 

This book is a commentary and critique on how slow and restrictive the academic peer review system can be. We often expect peer reviews to be thoughtful and rigorous; however, all too often, the feedback from Academic Reviewers barely rises above the level of a troll’s comment on a social network.

 

The critique begins with the multiple rejections I received from several academic journals when trying to publish an article on the Philosophy of Biotechnological Sciences. Traditionally, Philosophy (recognized as part of the human sciences or humanities) has maintained a historical divide from the exact sciences in the last centuries —especially in relation to the Health Sciences (Medicine, Pharmacy, Biochemistry, etc.).

 

This book aims to bridge that gap by connecting Health Sciences with Philosophy through a revisionist critique of transhumanism.

 

Transhumanism is a philosophical movement that seeks to enhance the human condition—according to its advocates—through mechanisms such as genetic engineering and surgical interventions, though not limited to these methods.

 

The central premise I propose is: "Transhumanism, still in its beta phase, will—once it becomes mainstream—amount to nothing more than an economically exclusive modification of the human being." It will result in a "customized human" whose perceived improvements are entirely subjective.
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In theory, transhumanism should strive to:


	
a) Improve human health by reducing diseases.


	
b) Mitigate the effects of aging that impair performance.


	
c) Extend human life expectancy.




 

 

However, achieving these goals will not be accessible to everyone— particularly not to those in developing countries. Any other modifications associated with transhumanism will likewise be subjective. Even the three core goals mentioned are shaped by personal preferences—whether someone wishes to pursue them or not.

 

On the other hand, the transhumanist posthumanism, which aims to elevate humans to a superior state, raises a fundamental question: Is this the Übermensch Nietzsche envisioned, or something similar? If transhumanism is still in development, what can be said of a perfected version that achieves the ultimate goal of "the death of death"? (i.e. the transhumanist posthumanism)

 

Who will have access to this transhumanism in the near future? A person in a Latin American country living on less than three dollars a day, or only those with sufficient financial resources to afford such enhancements?

 

Isn’t this idea of a "customized human"—tailored to individual preferences and conveniences—a form of dehumanization in itself? If achieving an optimal and ideal transhumanism is so difficult and subjective, isn’t it overly utopian, idealistic, or even fanciful to believe that we could  reach the Overman, whose defining trait is having conquered death?


 

This reflection constitutes my critique of academia and the peer review system. The unwillingness of journals to allow professionals from fields such as Humanities, Philosophy, or the Exact Sciences to address these issues demonstrates a significant limitation in the current academic landscape. What I present here defines the Philosophy of Biotechnological Sciences and leads me to conclude:

 

We no longer live in a Peer Review academy; we have become a Pay-to- Publish academy.
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TO THE READERS OF THIS BOOK


 

To all the people who have purchased this little book, I thank you and hope you find it enjoyable. Normally, under my name, I have written several academic articles as an editor or compiler of information; however, this is the first time I can directly express my way of thinking.

 

Hoping not to cause any further controversy, I want to make it clear that what is wonderful about the Philosophy of Biotechnological Sciences is that everything is being written as technology advances. Ignoring the reality of all the technological advancements that could affect our humanity is something we must avoid, as there is no better time than now to ask ourselves, from an academic perspective, how transhumanism and transhumanist posthumanism may affect us as individuals and as a society.

 

I hope you enjoy the reading, presented as a discussion or rhetoric from my perspective as the author of this text. You can see how extensive the topic is based on a comment of no more than a paragraph made by the academic reviewers, who, although not very specific or accurate, at least took the time to comment on that paper I am still trying to publish.

OEBPS/cover.jpeg
Philosophy of the
Biotechnological

Sciences
(1st Edition) - |

Eduardo Delatorre Q





OEBPS/images/image2.png





OEBPS/images/image1.png





