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Episode 1

January 15, 2743

“Just another day,” Todd said, adjusting himself in the recliner in Desi’s room. He and Desi had been watching some shows on the holoplayer and wondered what else they could have done in the past few days since they returned from the mission to guard duty. He asked what they could do in the intervening days. They missed Christmas celebrations and figured that they were just too busy and didn’t care much about getting each other presents. So, Captain Green gave them a couple of weeks off, and they spent the days drinking beer, whatever entered their mouths, and ate a lot. They worked out, of course, but so far, they had some time to relax, and then they’d do something else, perhaps another mission somewhere. Captain Green was mysterious and hinted that he was looking for something for them to do now that they had some rest. 

“Yes, it is,” Desi said as he watched from his bed, lying down and trying to contact Shelly on his hand terminal. She hadn’t spoken to him in a couple of days, and he was getting worried about her; then he saw a message pop up from her and was relieved to see that she had been busy and couldn’t respond back. He felt better and asked what she was doing, and she responded a few minutes later, talking about her brother needing some help at the psych ward, where he was placed because he was having mental problems. He was fairly certain that he was okay, and the time they had off, along with some beer, relaxed him. He knew that the stress of hiding his origin was one thing, but they didn’t ask too many questions about where he came from and what happened there.

This was beneficial because he didn’t know much about the planet he supposedly came from, and they all seemed to be from Farson or possibly a few other planets as well. If they did come from somewhere else, they didn’t mention it either, so he was relieved that they didn’t delve into his cover story. Still, he wondered what his former troopers were doing at that moment. He had noticed that Todd had apparently fallen asleep, and he asked what to do. “Todd?”

“Yeah?” Todd said as he craned his neck to look at Desi. “What’s up?”

“Just checking to see if you’re awake.”

“Yeah, I am, just into the show. How’s your girl?”

She’s doing fine; she had to deal with her brother for a couple of days, so she’s okay. We’re talking about going on a date.”

“Bro, you know she’s probably seeing somebody else,” Todd said with a small smile. “I think she’s not the one.”

“We’re not exclusive, so if she’s seeing somebody, then fine, but I don’t worry about that.”

“You should, as all men get shafted by a woman sometime in their life.”

“I’m not too worried about Shelly. I mean, she’s been relatively consistent, so I’m not too concerned, yet anyway.

“You, see? That’s what I’m talking about.” Todd said as he took a swig of his beer. He let out a loud burp and figured that he was winning the argument. But he had to realize that maybe Desi had found a reliable woman. “But what do I know, right?”

“I think you know a lot,” Desi said, responding to Shelley’s suggestion that they go to the theater. A new movie had come out, and she was wondering if he was interested in coming along. He responded yes and was more excited to see her than to watch the movie, he had to admit. “We’re going to see a movie tonight; want to come along?”

“Nah, man, that’s between you and your girl. Have fun...” Todd said and took a deep drink of his beer. He normally didn’t drink this much, but they had one more day off, then it was back to work. “I better get going though, it’s getting to the point where you got to get ready, and my bum ass is hogging up space.” Todd stood up a little unsteadily, smiled, stood up some more, waved to him, opened the door, and left without saying a word.

Desi just looked at him and wondered what just happened. But in a way, he felt better that Todd did leave, even if he needed a few hours to get ready. Shrugging his shoulders he decided to clean up and at least make it presentable. The food was growing cold so he finished his lunch and then cleaned up.

Episode 2

The movie went well; the next day, Desi felt revitalized and made breakfast for them. He didn’t expect to have sex with Shelly just yet, but it just happened, and he felt better; he’d been through a long, dry spell anyway. When she finally left, he dressed and saw her in her car. Once she left, he wondered what was up for the rest of the day. He then spent the day feeling better and hoped that Shelly would use her birth control as she said. He wasn’t expecting to be a father, and she didn’t want a kid, at least not yet. He spent the day watching the holoplayer and seeing what was happening around him. Not much, and the next day was just as hm keeping busy for busy sake and wondered when they were going to have a mission. That answer came the next day when Todd had everybody come in for a meeting.

“Okay, boys and girls, we have a mission on the planet Karad,” Todd said as he brought up the holoplayer slides to show. He didn’t expect a protection detail mission, as they weren’t trained. “We’re doing a protection mission for a couple of weeks. We guard a high mucky muck, and we just make sure that he stays alive for a meeting on the planet.”

“So, we’re doing a contract that we have no clue what we’re doing?” Tommy asked as he sat there wondering how they would do it. He had some idea of how to do it, but he didn’t have any knowledge to impart either. “We’re not trained for this.”

“Luckily, we have a month to train on procedures, Tommy,” Todd said with a wink. “Captain Green has some friends who do this to train us as best as possible.”

“Oh, that’s good because I don’t think any of us have any experience,” Tommy said as he calmed down. “When do we start training?”

“In a couple of days, the CO wants us to enjoy the time off as much as possible. We’ll have the weekends off for our training, but overall, we’ll be busy most of the day. We’ll be doing this for a couple of weeks on the ground. The whole idea is to make sure that our charge makes it around the planet, wherever he may go.”

“Do we know what the guy is meeting for?” Timothy asked, curious about why they were being hired. I mean, it is an interesting mission to be done out in the open.”

“We’re not supposed to know or need to know what the meeting is for, all we need to know is that we’re protecting him,” Todd said. “Again, in a couple of days, we’ll begin training, as it is Friday,” Todd said, leaving it at that. “Are there any more questions?”
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