
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Test Your Terror

Trivia from the Dark Side of History

––––––––

Joe Mynhardt


Introduction

Welcome to the Dark Side of Trivia
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Do you dare dive into the abyss of forgotten facts, eerie events, and twisted truths?

Test Your Terror is your gateway to the macabre side of history, fiction, and true crime. With 460 hand-picked questions, this book isn’t just a trivia game—it’s a tour through humanity’s haunted halls, shadowy basements, and cursed past.

Inside these pages, you’ll encounter:


	True stories more disturbing than fiction

	Creepy rituals, murder mysteries, and haunted movie sets

	Trivia about your favorite horror books, movies, and real-life 




monsters



Some questions are deadly serious. Others are darkly funny. Some will test your knowledge of ancient myths, while others ask if you remember which actor lost a limb in some movie.

Perfect for solo brain-teasing on the toilet or a scream-worthy game night with your friends.

So light the candles. Lock the doors. And prepare to test your terror...

How to Play on Game Night
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Grab your most fearless friends and follow these steps for a horrifyingly fun trivia night:

	Choose a Host: One person reads the questions and keeps score. Preferably someone with a sinister laugh.








	Decide on a Format: 
	Individual: Each person answers questions on their own.

	Teams: Split into groups—like Vampires vs. Werewolves. Fight to the (quiz) death.












	Points System: 
	Correct Answer = 1 Point

	For Multiple Choice and True/False, only one guess allowed.












	Winner Gets Bragging Rights—or a cursed artifact. Your call. You can even appoint rewards according to each person’s ranking.


Ranking System

Are You a Horror Historian...or Fresh Meat?
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After answering all 460 questions, total your score and see where you fall on the scale of sinister smarts:



	Score

	Title

	
Description







	0–50

	Fresh Meat

	

You’ve barely stepped into the shadows. Maybe keep the lights on...














	51–150

	Curious Corpse

	
You're digging up bones and facts, but the crypt is still deeper.






	
	
	











	151–200

	Occult Observer

	

You’ve seen things. Maybe too much. You're whispering with witches now.














	201–300

	Grave Scholar

	

You're quoting The Necronomicon and arguing horror lore for fun.














	301–400

	Terror Archivist

	

A walking encyclopedia of fear. Are you even still human?














	401-460

	The Eldritch One

	
You’ve mastered all. The abyss is impressed. You've become the horror.
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Quiz


Let the Games Begin
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	In which 1980 slasher film did Kevin Bacon play a memorable role as one of the killer’s victims?








A.  Prom Night

B.  Friday the 13th 


C.  My Bloody Valentine

D.  The Burning



	What was the nickname given to the mechanical shark used in Jaws?








A.  Big Mike

B.  Jaws Jr.

C.  The Great White Machine


D.  Bruce






	In which year did the mysterious disappearance of the Roanoke Colony occur? 








A.  1492

B.  1587

C.  1620

D.  1701

	True or False: The Winchester Mystery House has over 160 rooms, built to confuse ghosts.


	The _________ Plague of 1518 involved people dancing uncontrollably until they


collapsed or died.

Answers

1. B.  Friday the 13th

Kevin Bacon appeared in Friday the 13th (1980) as Jack, one of the ill-fated counselors at Camp Crystal Lake. His character’s gruesome death scene, involving an arrow through the throat while lying on a bunk, is one of the film’s most iconic moments. Though he became a Hollywood star with films like Footloose, his horror roots remain a favorite topic among genre fans.

2. D. Bruce

The mechanical shark used in Jaws was nicknamed "Bruce" after Steven Spielberg’s lawyer, Bruce Ramer. The shark famously malfunctioned throughout filming, which inadvertently made the movie scarier by forcing Spielberg to use the shark sparingly and rely on suspenseful shots and John Williams’ iconic score.

3. B. 1587

In 1587, a group of English settlers established the Roanoke Colony on Roanoke Island, in what is now North Carolina. Led by John White, the colony was intended to be the first permanent English settlement in the New World. When White returned from England in 1590 after a delayed resupply trip, he found the colony deserted with no clear signs of what had happened to its inhabitants. The word “CROATOAN” was carved into a post, suggesting they may have moved to a nearby island, but no definitive evidence was ever found. This unsolved mystery has inspired countless theories, from assimilation with Native tribes to supernatural explanations like curses or alien abductions.

4. True

The Winchester Mystery House, located in San Jose, California, is a sprawling mansion with over 160 rooms, staircases that lead to nowhere, doors that open into walls, and windows overlooking other rooms. Built by Sarah Winchester, heiress to the Winchester rifle fortune, the house was under constant construction for 38 years. Sarah believed she was haunted by the spirits of those killed by Winchester rifles and thought that continuously expanding the house would confuse the ghosts and protect her. The mansion's bizarre design has made it a popular tourist attraction and a fascinating piece of paranormal history.

5. Dancing

The Dancing Plague of 1518 was a bizarre and unexplained phenomenon that occurred in Strasbourg, in modern-day France. It began when a woman started dancing in the street and couldn’t stop. Within days, dozens of others joined her, seemingly unable to control their movements. Some danced for weeks, collapsing from exhaustion, and even dying from strokes or heart attacks. Local authorities, believing it to be caused by demonic possession or divine punishment, hired musicians to encourage the dancing in hopes of relieving the curse. Modern theories suggest it may have been caused by ergot poisoning, stress-induced mass hysteria, or other psychological factors, but the true cause remains a mystery.

Quiz

	Match these historical figures to their spooky reputation:



	Vlad the Impaler     1. Blood Countess

	Elizabeth Báthory     2. Dracula inspiration

	Grigori Rasputin     3. Voodoo Queen

	Marie Laveau      4. Mystic Monk




7. In what year were the Shirley Jackson Awards established, and what event inspired their



creation?


	2000, to commemorate the centennial of Shirley Jackson’s birth

	2007, to honor her legacy in psychological suspense and dark fiction

	2010, following the release of a documentary about her life

	1995, during the inaugural World Horror Convention
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8. What hidden chamber was discovered beneath the Great Pyramid of Giza in 2017 using 

advanced scanning technology?


	The King’s Secret Room

	The Grand Gallery Void

	The Pharaoh’s Treasure Room

	The Hall of Records



Answers

6. A. 2 ~ Dracula inspiration 

B. 1 ~ Blood Countess

C. 4 ~ Mystic Monk 

D. 3 ~ Voodoo Queen


	
Vlad the Impaler (Dracula inspiration): Vlad III of Wallachia, known for impaling his enemies on stakes, earned his fearsome nickname and inspired Bram Stoker’s iconic vampire, Dracula. While some see him as a tyrant, others regard him as a national hero for defending his people.

	
Elizabeth Báthory (Blood Countess): This 16th-century Hungarian noblewoman was accused of torturing and killing young girls. Legends claim she bathed in their blood to maintain her youth, though much of her story may have been exaggerated by political enemies.

	
Grigori Rasputin (Mystic Monk): A Russian mystic and advisor to Tsarina Alexandra, Rasputin was rumored to have supernatural powers. His controversial influence over the royal family and his mysterious, prolonged death added to his sinister legend.

	
Marie Laveau (Voodoo Queen): A famous practitioner of Voodoo in 19th-century New Orleans, Marie Laveau was revered and feared for her spiritual practices and influence. Her legacy lives on in folklore, with many still believing in her mystical powers.












7. B. 2007, to honor her legacy in psychological suspense and dark fiction

The Shirley Jackson Awards were established in 2007 to recognize outstanding achievements in psychological suspense, horror, and dark fiction. The awards pay tribute to Shirley Jackson, whose work, including The Lottery and The Haunting of Hill House, remains a cornerstone of the genre. The awards were created to fill a gap in recognizing the more psychological and literary aspects of dark storytelling.
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8. B. The Grand Gallery Void

In 2017, researchers discovered a previously unknown void above the Grand Gallery of the Great Pyramid of Giza using muon tomography, a scanning technique. While its purpose remains unclear, the void adds to the enduring mysteries surrounding the construction and function of the pyramid.

Quiz


9.  Which hotel in California is infamous for its alleged hauntings and dark history, including

the death of Elisa Lam?




	The Cecil Hotel

	The Overlook Hotel

	The Roosevelt Hotel

	The Chateau Marmont









10. True or False: The Paris Catacombs hold the remains of over six million people.




11. ________ Castle in Scotland is rumored to have a secret room where the bones of a family were discovered.





12. What Facebook livestream in 2016 claimed to capture a ghostly figure walking through a

historic mansion?




	The Winchester Walkthrough

	The Haunted Mansion Ghost

	The Myrtles Plantation Specter

	The Riddle House Haunting





































































Answers

9. A. The Cecil Hotel

The Cecil Hotel, located in downtown Los Angeles, has a grim reputation as one of the most haunted and infamous hotels in the world. Opened in 1924, it has been the site of numerous murders, suicides, and mysterious deaths. Its notoriety grew further in 2013 with the chilling case of Elisa Lam, whose body was found in a rooftop water tank after she was seen acting strangely in elevator security footage. The Cecil Hotel also housed serial killers like Richard Ramirez, the "Night Stalker," and Jack Unterweger, adding to its eerie allure. This combination of dark history and paranormal activity has made it a frequent subject of documentaries, books, and ghost investigations.
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10. True

Beneath the streets of Paris lies a vast network of tunnels known as the Catacombs, which house the bones of over six million people. In the late 18th century, Paris’s overflowing cemeteries posed a public health risk, prompting authorities to transfer remains to the abandoned limestone quarries beneath the city. Arranged in haunting displays of skulls and bones, the Catacombs stretch for miles, creating an underground ossuary that attracts millions of visitors annually. The dark and labyrinthine passages have inspired countless ghost stories and urban legends, solidifying their place in history as one of the most macabre attractions in the world.
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11. Glamis

Glamis Castle, located in Angus, Scotland, is one of the most famous haunted locations in the British Isles. The castle is steeped in legend, including tales of a hidden room where the bones of a murdered family were allegedly found. It’s also associated with Macbeth, as it served as the fictional setting for Shakespeare’s tragedy. Visitors and staff have reported ghostly apparitions, strange sounds, and eerie sensations throughout the castle. Among its most chilling legends is the story of the "Monster of Glamis," said to be a deformed heir kept hidden in the secret chambers. These tales make Glamis Castle a hauntingly popular site for paranormal enthusiasts.

––––––––
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12. C. The Myrtles Plantation Specter

A visitor livestreamed their tour of The Myrtles Plantation in Louisiana, known for its haunted reputation. During the stream, viewers spotted a ghostly figure in a mirror and shadowy movements in the background. The livestream quickly went viral, with paranormal enthusiasts dissecting the footage.

Quiz


13. Which horror film reportedly had a cursed set, where a light fixture fell on the actor playing a demonic entity and a glass light exploded during filming—leading to the entire set being blessed by a priest?



A. The Nun

B. The Exorcism of Emily Rose

C. Annabelle

D. Hereditary



14. True or False: A YouTube video titled My Apartment is Haunted gained millions of views after capturing a shadow figure moving across the screen.




––––––––
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15. True or False: The Tunguska Event of 1908 was caused by an alien spacecraft crash.



––––––––
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16. The unexplained "Wow! Signal" was detected by astronomers in which year?



Answers

13. C. Annabelle

While filming Annabelle (2014), a series of unsettling accidents put everyone on edge. A heavy light fixture crashed down on the actor portraying the demonic force, and during another scene, a glass light shattered unexpectedly near the same spot. Tension grew so thick they called in a priest to bless the set—because when your horror movie starts acting like a horror movie, it's time for holy water.

––––––––
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14. True

The video, uploaded by a user claiming to experience paranormal activity, showed unexplained movements, shadowy figures, and strange noises. The authenticity of the footage sparked heated debates in the comments, dividing viewers between believers and skeptics.

––––––––
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15. False. Most scientists believe it was a meteor explosion.

The Tunguska Event occurred on June 30, 1908, when a massive explosion flattened over 800 square miles of forest in Siberia, Russia. Witnesses reported seeing a bright fireball streaking across the sky, followed by a deafening blast. The explosion is widely believed to have been caused by a meteor or comet fragment exploding mid-air at an altitude of 3–6 miles. Despite the absence of an impact crater, the energy released was estimated to be 1,000 times more powerful than the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. While some conspiracy theories suggest alien involvement, no evidence supports this claim, and the Tunguska Event remains a fascinating example of the Earth’s vulnerability to cosmic phenomena.

––––––––
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16. 1977

The "Wow! Signal" was a strong, narrowband radio signal detected by astronomer Jerry R. Ehman on August 15, 1977, while working on a SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) project at Ohio State University. The signal, originating from the Sagittarius constellation, lasted 72 seconds and was so unusual that Ehman wrote “Wow!” in the margin of the data printout. Despite extensive searches, the signal has never been detected again, leaving scientists and enthusiasts to wonder if it was a message from an alien civilization or a natural cosmic anomaly. The mystery of the "Wow! Signal" remains unsolved, sparking debates and inspiring countless works of science fiction.

Quiz

	
What is the name of the group of children who band together to fight Pennywise in Stephen King’s It?










	The Derry Seven

	The Losers’ Club

	The Misfit Gang

	The Defenders of Derry
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[image: ]


	What gruesome invention was used to execute William Wallace, the inspiration for 


Braveheart?








	The Rack

	Drawing and Quartering

	The Judas Chair

	The Pear of Anguish












	
True or False: The guillotine was still in use in France until the 1970s.
 


––––––––
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	The man responsible for designing the first atomic bomb was ________.


Answers

17. B. The Losers’ Club

The Losers’ Club is the heart of Stephen King’s It, consisting of seven children who confront their deepest fears to battle the sinister Pennywise. Their bond and bravery are central to the story, making them some of King’s most beloved characters.

18. B. Drawing and Quartering

William Wallace, the Scottish freedom fighter who inspired the film Braveheart, met a brutal end in 1305 after being captured by the English. He was subjected to drawing and quartering, one of the most horrific execution methods of the medieval era. This punishment involved being hanged, disemboweled while still alive, and then dismembered into four parts, which were displayed across the kingdom as a warning. Wallace’s defiance and tragic death made him a symbol of Scottish resistance, immortalizing him as a national hero and a martyr for freedom.

19. True

The guillotine, synonymous with the French Revolution, was used as an official execution method in France until 1977. Its last use was to execute Hamida Djandoubi, a convicted murderer, on September 10, 1977, in Marseille. The guillotine was praised in its early years as a humane and egalitarian form of capital punishment but became a grim symbol of the Reign of Terror. Capital punishment was abolished in France in 1981, marking the end of the guillotine’s infamous history. Its longevity is a chilling reminder of the device's lasting legacy.

––––––––
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	J. Robert Oppenheimer 
 


J. Robert Oppenheimer, often called the "Father of the Atomic Bomb," led the scientific team of the Manhattan Project during World War II. Under his direction, the first nuclear bomb was developed and successfully tested on July 16, 1945, in New Mexico—a test codenamed "Trinity." After witnessing the devastating power of the bomb, Oppenheimer famously quoted the Hindu scripture, Bhagavad Gita: "Now I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds." Though his work helped end the war, it also ushered in the nuclear age, a legacy that haunted Oppenheimer for the rest of his life.



Quiz




21. What Egyptian artifact is believed to bring a curse upon anyone who disturbs it?






	The Rosetta Stone

	King Tutankhamun’s Tomb

	The Great Sphinx

	The Dendera Light
 




22. In which country did the infamous "Red Rain" fall in 2001, baffling scientists?






	India

	Brazil

	China

	Australia



	True or False: The Bell Witch haunting inspired the movie The Blair Witch Project.


	The strange "Mothman" sightings in the 1960s were reported in ________, West



Virginia.



Answers
 

	B. King Tutankhamun’s Tomb


The discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922 by Howard Carter sparked rumors of a curse after several individuals involved in the expedition died under mysterious circumstances. While most deaths can be explained by natural causes, the so-called “Curse of the Pharaohs” remains a compelling legend tied to ancient Egypt’s treasures.
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	A. India


The "Red Rain" phenomenon occurred in Kerala, India, between July and September 2001. The rain’s unusual red color was caused by microscopic particles, initially thought to be dust or algae spores. Some theories even suggested extraterrestrial origins, claiming the particles might be alien microbes brought by a meteor. While further analysis indicated they were terrestrial in origin, likely spores of local algae, the event sparked widespread fascination and debate, making it a favorite topic for both scientific inquiry and conspiracy theories. The "Red Rain" remains an intriguing natural mystery.

––––––––
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23. True

The Bell Witch haunting is one of America’s most famous ghost stories, originating in Adams, Tennessee, in the early 19th century. The Bell family claimed they were tormented by a violent and intelligent spirit that could speak, move objects, and even physically attack them. The haunting culminated in the death of John Bell, which the spirit allegedly took credit for. This legend inspired various films and media, including The Blair Witch Project. Though The Blair Witch Project presents a fictional narrative, its concept of an unseen, malevolent force in the woods draws clear parallels to the Bell Witch legend, blending folklore with modern horror storytelling.

––––––––
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24. Point Pleasant

The Mothman, a mysterious creature with glowing red eyes and large wings, was first reported in Point Pleasant, West Virginia, in 1966. Numerous sightings occurred over the following year, with witnesses describing a humanoid figure that could fly at incredible speeds. The Mothman became linked to the tragic collapse of the Silver Bridge in December 1967, which killed 46 people. Many believe the creature was an omen of disaster, while skeptics attribute the sightings to misidentified birds or mass hysteria. The legend of the Mothman endures, inspiring books, movies, and an annual festival in Point Pleasant.

Quiz

25.  Which ruler was known as "The Impaler?”


	Ivan the Terrible

	Vlad III of Wallachia

	Attila the Hun

	Genghis Khan









	A viral TikTok video by @iamcaden captured a mysterious creature in a forest,


sparking comparisons to the _______.

––––––––
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	The 2010 film The Rite, starring Anthony Hopkins, was inspired by the true story of Father Gary Thomas, a Catholic priest trained in ________.
 



28. True or False: Some skeletons found at Machu Picchu had elongated skulls, possibly due to intentional cranial deformation.



––––––––
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29. What 1972 movie was inspired by the survival story of a rugby team stranded in the 

Andes after a plane crash?








	Alive

	Deliverance

	The Grey

	Cast Away
 



Answers
 

25. B. Vlad III of Wallachi







Vlad III, also called Vlad the Impaler, ruled Wallachia in the 15th century and gained infamy for his brutal tactics, particularly impaling his enemies on wooden stakes. This gruesome method of punishment earned him his chilling nickname and a fearsome reputation. Vlad’s reign was marked by his fierce defense against the Ottoman Empire, making him a national hero in Romania despite his cruelty. His legend became the inspiration for Bram Stoker’s Dracula, cementing his place in history as one of the most notorious figures of the medieval period. Vlad’s dark legacy continues to fascinate and terrify people worldwide.
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