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Cosmologists tell us that in a universe which is infinite (or, at least, unimaginably vast), every conceivable possibility must actually exist, somewhere or other.

So we might conclude that somewhere in the universe there is a planet very, very similar to our Earth.

Such is the planet Wohk. It closely resembles Earth in every way. Its continents are comparable in shape to Earth’s and it’s inhabited by a sentient species so similar to homo sapiens that if you passed a Wohkan in the street, you would notice nothing remarkable about her or him.

Even Wohkan history, culture and technology bear an astonishing resemblance to ours.

And like us Earthlings, the Wohkans could go either way. They could have a bright future, or they could strangle their civilization to death through insane Political Correctness ...
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Professor Wolltur Michull’s scientific career was littered with great achievements. For decades he had worked in the field of Applied SpaceScience, making many key contributions to the understanding of the fabric of space, and how that fabric could be manipulated.

Along with many other scientists around the world, he had been searching for a way to enable spacecraft to travel beyond the speed of light, thereby making possible the exploration of deep space. 

Six months ago, through an unexpected and game-changing discovery, he had finally cracked the problem of interstellar travel! Wohkan civilization could now expand in all directions among the stars. 

But he had kept his discovery secret. Not for selfish reasons, but because he believed that the Wohkan species did not deserve to expand. He intended to make sure that they would never get the chance to pollute the rest of the Galaxy.

Does that sound ruthless? Maybe it was. But then, Michull lived in desperate times, and desperate times tend to provoke ruthless decisions.
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The people of planet Wohk were in the grip of a self-inflicted death-spiral – a descent into collective insanity and species-suicide.

The first signs of this intellectual canker had set in about 50 years ago, when Political Correctness had become a major factor in Wohk’s planetary culture. Little by little, everyone became increasingly sensitive about many political, ethnic, social, sexual, gender and lifestyle issues.
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