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One widower. One bride. One fake marriage.

Colton has lived on his own ever since his wife died tragically. It's been ten years, and he can't bring himself to move on. The idea of loving someone new isn't even on his radar. In fact, every time he tries to start dating again, something happens that makes him realize just how horrible of an idea that really is.

Angel has been hiding on Dragon Isle for months, trying to escape from the hex her sister put on her. The spell makes it terribly difficult for her to do anything at all, yet the only way to break it is for her to fall in love. Angel's sister thought she was being clever and giving Angel the push she needed to find love, but all she really did was drain all of her energy, and now her life.

The hex was supposed to dissolve after one of the people involved in the spell died. Well, Angel's sister died weeks ago, and the hex still seems to be strong. It makes it difficult to focus, and the headaches it brings are wildly out of control. The worst part of the hex, though, is that it makes every dragon shifter on the damn island look like a delicious treat.

When Colton walks into the restaurant where she's been hiding out, Angel realizes that all bets are off.

She needs a dragon.

She needs that dragon.

But will jumping into a fake marriage be enough to break the hex? 

Anything can happen on Dragon Isle...
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Dear Reader: 

I’m so excited you are about to dive into DRAGON’S HEX. This is the third book in the Return to Dragon Isle series. 

The world of Dragon Isle was launched back in 2015 when I wanted to write a short story about a woman who visits a magical island full of dragons and finds her one true love. That story, Stepdragon, was the first tale that explored this special shifter paradise.

I followed it up with nine more books in a series called DRAGON ISLE. If you want more adventures and mystery, as well as a lot of steam, check out this series. I think you’ll like it! Dragon Isle is a place where anything can – and does – happen!

Dragon Isle sometimes makes an appearance in my other shifter books, too. If you want to spend even more time on the island, make sure you read THE FABLESTONE CLAN. In one of the books, the main characters have to visit Dragon Isle to save someone they love! There’s also a special trip to Dragon Isle in SHIFTERS AT LAW, which is another paranormal series featuring sweet dragon shifters and the women who love them.

You don’t have to read these other stories first in order to enjoy Return to Dragon Isle: Dragon’s Hex. In fact, you can turn the page and jump right in now to explore this magical place I’ve created just for you. 

I hope you love reading this story just as much as I loved writing it!

Love, 

Sophie Stern
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Angel

I stared blankly at the tables in front of me. The lunch rush was decidedly slower than usual. In fact, it was almost nonexistent. Still, the food and drinks were delicious: handcrafted burgers with carefully designed cocktails. The scent of the food wafted to my nostrils, but I couldn’t enjoy it. My head pounded, pulsing with pain.

“Angel? You doing okay?”

I ignored the voice, instead choosing to stare at the counter in front of me. I needed to get through the pain. These short bursts would pulse, but I could get through them if I just breathed.

In.

Out.

In.

Out.

Over and over again. 

When people talked about islands filled with dragon shifters, I’d always thought they were crazy. That was only until I’d finally decided to come to Dragon Isle: a place where anything could happen. I only hoped that was true. It wasn’t true that this place would get rid of the headaches that haunted my life, and it wasn’t true that it would bring me total peace, but it was true that it was a distraction.

Someone who was worried about falling over dead could use a distraction.

The first three months I was sitting around on Dragon Isle, I’d done little more than lurk in the woods. I had a little tent that I’d brought with me from the mainland, and I’d simply camped and read books and knitted just a bunch of sweaters. Since I didn’t exactly need a bunch of sweaters, they’d been promptly deposited into the clothing baskets most of the dragons kept on their front porches around the island.

After all, if you happened to shapeshift into a dragon and rip all of your human clothes, you might need a spare set.

Eventually, I’d grown tired of reading the same stories over and over. I’d run out of yarn, too, and my hands had started to hurt. That was when the headaches became worse, too. That was when I realized that I needed to actually get ahead of this thing if I was actually going to be able to survive.

Only, it was obvious to me that I wasn’t going to be able to survive.

Not really.

The little port town that was located on one side of Dragon Isle was a cute little place. A village, everyone called it. There wasn’t a lot there, but I’d found quickly that this place had everything most people needed to be happy.

There was a restaurant, a library, and a school. There were some little houses and there were walking paths. There was easy access to the boats. 

There were people to hang around with.

There was stuff happening.

Nobody could know who I was. Nobody could know that I wasn’t one of them. I’d been around dragons long enough to know that they could scent humans, but that was why I always wore the sweat-covered clothes the dragons left out on their porches. Every damn dragon on Dragon Isle had a weird basket on their porch filled with spare clothes. That way, anyone who flew from one place to another could be clothed once they arrived at their destination.

When I dropped off those sweaters I knit, I always took a couple of items, too. I needed to blend in if I wanted to be able to stay. I needed to make them think I was one of them.

So, there I was.

“Angel.”

Working at Dragon’s Inn: Restaurant and Tavern.

“Angel.”

Pretending to be a dragon.

“Doing okay, Angel?” Eva, my manager, glanced over at me. She waved her arm and raised her voice a little bit. I realized I’d been standing at the same table for several minutes just scrubbing in a small circle. If I wasn’t careful, I was going to polish the stain right off the tabletop, and I was pretty sure that this furniture was all handcrafted.

“Yeah, I’m fine,” I lied. “There was just something sticky on this table.” There wasn’t. I’d just completely spaced off while trying to cope with the pain of my headache.

Eva looked at me for a moment. She was trying to figure out if I was lying. Dragons always tried to figure things out. That was the thing that surprised me most about living among them. Most of the shifters here were very, very curious. Not much got past them.

“Yeah,” she finally nodded. “I think there was a family with kids in here earlier. You know how it goes.” She shrugged. “Sometimes even the most ordinary food can be sticky fodder for toddlers.”

“Oh yeah,” I agreed. I didn’t know. Not really. I didn’t have kids. Probably never would. If I didn’t figure out how to break the spell my sister had put on me, I’d die before I had a chance to figure that out. “I totally understand,” I lied. “Gotta love those kids, right?” I laughed nervously and turned away before Eva could look at my eyes.

I had a feeling that most of the dragon shifters on this island were probably so good at telling which people were lying because they were always looking at each other’s eyes. That was so weird that they did that. Sometimes, when a dragon felt strong emotions, their eyes changed colors. It was like a snap. It was a blink-and-you’ll-miss-it kind of situation.

Right now, though, I was just trying to survive.

If Eva or anyone else realized that I wasn’t actually a dragon shifter, I’d definitely be forced off of the island. Then what was I going to do? I couldn’t go be around humans. They’d all think I was crazy. 

And maybe I was a little crazy.

The headaches alone were enough to make someone go completely nuts, but what exactly would I say when I had to meet someone new?

“Pardon me, my head hurts because my dead sister cursed me”?

Immediately no.

“Hey, someone just came in,” Eva called out. “Can you seat him?”

“No need,” said a deep voice from the front of the restaurant. “I’ll sit at the bar.”

I glanced over to see the hottest dragon shifter the island had ever known, and he was headed straight for the bar...the bar that happened to be right next to the table I was cleaning.

If I’d been wearing panties, they would have melted right off when that tall, dangerous, and fuck-me-silly dragon shifter through the restaurant. Seriously, who was this guy? Why hadn’t I seen him before? I stared at him and tried my best not to lick my damn lips.

And why did my heart feel like it was racing a million miles a moment?

“That’s fine,” Eva told him. “We don’t have a bartender today, but Angel can serve you.”

Yeah, Angel could serve him. I shook my head and tried to clear it. I could serve him anything he wanted on a silver platter. Plus more. Did he like girls who were submissive? Girls who were wild? Did he like it when girls dropped to their knees just for him?

I’d do it.

I’d do all of those things and more because this guy was making my pussy throb.

Get it together, Angel.

I set down the washcloth I’d been using, ignoring the way it was going to leave a mark on the table I’d been working on. Wiping my hands on my too-big jeans, I walked over to the man. He was already sitting at the bar when I reached him, so I walked behind the large counter and just looked at him.

“What can I get for you?” I asked quietly. My mouth felt dry all of a sudden. Gross. I needed to remember to swallow...and to breathe. Suddenly, both of those things felt impossible.

“Water to start. Then a polar bear shot,” he advised.

“Drinking so early in the day?” I asked before I could stop myself. Wow. Something bad must have happened. It was only noon. If someone like him was here drinking, there had to be a reason. Hopefully, it wasn’t anything too terrible.

“It’s two,” he said, looking up at me.

“I’m not judging you,” I said hastily, handing him a glass of water. I turned around to pour him the shot. Luckily, I’d been working at the restaurant long enough now that nothing really surprised me. Dragons liked to drink and every one of them had “their” drink. Polar bear shots were one of the newer things people had been ordering, but with the weather turning cooler, it was fairly fitting for the season.

“Sounds like you are.”

“Nope. Not at all.”

The only judgment I’d make on this guy was whether he was good in bed. Hopefully, that was a judgment I’d be making soon. He looked me up and down when I turned back and handed him the shot.
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