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The body crumpled. The brain forgot gravity and distance and time. The face fell into decaying leaves, breaking the caps off mushrooms, disrupting the delicate order of the One. In return, the One would dissolve the order of the body, take what it needed, and let the animals and bacteria do the rest.

The section sent bips and chirps of data across hyphae, reporting the feast that was to be organised. The edges, spitzenkörpers outstretched, communicated in tiny impulses back to the nameless section. Everything was talking, everything was the One, and the One was always hungry.

An Upright was a huge meal. Not much was known about them outside their strange morphology and rituals. They were alien to the forest, visiting only when one of them was about to die. They had detachable skins that were a challenge to break down, and their stomachs would often contain unusual mixtures of prey. This one, as well as several others, had not arrived alone. It had been followed by a Seeder.
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