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Chapter 1: Riding the Rollercoaster: The Cost of Not Picking up the Sword
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For years, I lived a defeated life despite being a believer. I had authority but didn’t understand how to use it. Through painful experience and God’s patient teaching, I’ve discovered something that changed everything: every Christian already possesses complete authority through Christ. The difference isn’t in having more authority, it’s in understanding how to operate in what we already have.

Jesus holds all authority, and He has shared it with us. There is no hidden reserve of authority that we don’t know about. We cannot pray and fast and seek God to get more. Instead, the key lies in understanding how to effectively operate in the authority we already possess. That’s what transforms ordinary believers into those who walk in great authority. The truth is, you can also walk in this authority simply by understanding how it works. In this book, I’m ready to share what God has taught me. I give Him all the glory for these insights.

The Storm That Never Ended

Imagine walking through life under a dark storm cloud that never seems to let up: that’s how I lived for years. My life has been a constant rollercoaster of unimaginable challenges. As an adult, I turned to Christian counseling for support, only to leave the counselors astounded by the magnitude of my struggles. They couldn’t believe the hardships I had faced.

Let me share some of these challenges so you can understand the kind of spiritual warfare we’re dealing with when we don’t know how to use our authority.

I’ve been robbed four times. The last burglary wasn’t your regular break-in where they take a few things and leave. These burglars cleared me out completely, like I hired a moving company to pack up my entire life. I’m talking toothbrush gone. No lightbulbs left, not even toilet paper. Can you imagine that?

I’ve been unfairly fired from a job, which pushed me into a life on the streets. I’ve walked those hard, unforgiving pavements, just trying to survive. Even though I eventually won in court, the taste of victory couldn’t ease the bitter pain. 

The attacks followed me to new employment. I found myself facing disciplinary hearings three times at different companies. It felt like a constant battle for my very existence. But every single time, the evidence eventually came to light, proving that it wasn’t me in the wrong. It was someone else stirring up trouble.

I’ve stared death in the face twice. I died when I stopped breathing from severe asthma attacks, but miraculously, I was resuscitated each time. Each time, I had been dead for a couple of minutes. God brought me back. He clearly had other plans for my life.

On top of that, I spent a lot of time in and out of hospitals. I needed major surgeries on both knees, one in 1993 and the other in 1994. My kneecaps kept dislocating because my ligaments were too long. When that happened, my leg would give way and I’d fall. Just before the first operation, it happened again and I broke off a piece of my right kneecap bigger than the old South African 50 cent coin (like a quarter).

Back then, they didn’t have the surgical advancements we have today, so the operations were long and invasive. Recovery took months, with crutches, casts, pain, and endless physio. I missed the last three full years of school: Grade 10, 11, and 12, because of it.

I was desperate not to repeat another year because, you know, my school was very rough.

Growing up in a mining town was brutal. The bullying there was on another level entirely. I’m talking about eight-year-olds hitting each other with bricks until they were knocked out cold. Since I was frequently sick and missed school, I became an easy target. The old saying “the nail that sticks out gets hammered” couldn’t be more true. One boy buried his pocket knife to the hilt in my hand. Another time, a girl flung her bag strap at me and got me square in both eyes, metal tips and all. My world plunged into darkness for two long months. The doctor said, “Son, you’re lucky it’s not permanent. That was a real close call.”

I was determined not to let that environment break me, but I must admit I was treading water and struggling not to drown. They weren’t even going to allow me to write my exams, but my mom stepped in and called the Department of Education. That was the only reason I was given the textbooks, and only just before the exams. I wrote with my one leg still in a cast. I would cram the textbook the day before each paper and just hope and pray. Somehow, I managed to pass my finals. A miracle from God!

At eighteen, I was visiting friends who had this big dog, touted as the teddy bear of the animal kingdom. Half an hour in, and this bear was suddenly lunging at me, teeth bared, biting into my neck. It was a hair’s breadth away from my carotid artery. The nurse said it was a miracle I survived.

Then there were the endless car troubles. Over five years, I experienced sixty-three vehicle breakdowns across five different cars. Two of those vehicles were brand new off the lot with motor plans! After fixing and servicing my cars for several years, my mechanic, who wasn’t even a Christian back then, quipped, “Maybe you should go wash in the river or something because I’ve never seen a car break down this often.” It got me wondering if my parents dedicating me to God at birth had something to do with it.

These are just highlights of the constant storms and attacks I faced. If there’s anyone who has endured more than their fair share of spiritual warfare, it’s me.

The Breaking Point: 2010

Then came 2010, a year that felt like a never-ending nightmare. That was when God spoke to me, telling me to enroll in Bible College. Little did I know that the challenges I would face that year would make everything else pale in comparison.

It started with a diabetes diagnosis. Then my boss, who used to be my biggest supporter, suddenly turned against me like he had developed a deep-rooted hatred overnight. I found myself on the retrenchment list four times that year. My heart was shattered when I caught my girlfriend red-handed, kissing another girl, a betrayal that cut deep. I was fraudulently dumped into debt for a quarter of a million Rand (roughly $35,000 at the time).

I experienced two more burglaries that year. My car’s engine was completely wrecked three more times! First, the oil was too thick, then the cam belt snapped, then the valves bent. Each time, I had to shell out around R24,000 (approximately $3,120) for major repairs, none covered by my motor plan despite diligent servicing.

Transport issues nearly cost me my job, and the mounting pressures forced me to drop out of Bible College. I simply couldn’t attend the lessons or exams, no matter how hard I tried.

My electricity was mistakenly cut off three times because the downstairs neighbor was in arrears and the electrician got our unit numbers mixed up. Each time took more than a week to sort out. My car got smashed at the mall despite careful parking.

I felt like I was constantly being bombarded from every direction. You know that feeling when you’re trapped in a burning building and the heat becomes unbearable? That’s how I felt emotionally: overwhelmed by pain that seemed unbearable. Let me be clear, I wasn’t suicidal, but the weight of it all was almost too much to bear.

The Moment Everything Changed

As the year drew to a close, I found myself wallowing in self-pity. I had reached my breaking point. There I sat in my living room, crying out to God, feeling like a modern-day Job, convinced that bitterness had consumed every aspect of my life. Each time adversity struck, I fervently prayed and sought His intervention. I immersed myself in daily scripture readings, praying in tongues, and faithfully attending three services each week. Yet, I couldn’t help but wonder why God hadn’t stepped in to calm the storms that raged around me. If He possessed unlimited power, couldn’t He rescue me? To compound my frustration, I was diligently following His call by pursuing Bible College.

I was on the verge of throwing in the towel, ready to give up.

Then, in the midst of my anguish, God gently spoke to me. He helped me realize the first important lesson: the attacks I faced were a direct consequence of heeding His call to pursue Bible College. Just like when Jesus instructed His disciples to journey to the other side, only to be met with the mother of all storms (Mark 4:35-41). Often, we mistakenly believe that when things go wrong, it’s because we’ve strayed from God’s will. Rarely do we consider that it may be precisely because we are walking in His will.

Furthermore, God revealed the second issue at hand. While His love for me remained unwavering, I had failed to harness the authority He had granted me. I had been sitting idly by, oblivious to my ‘sword of authority’, my very own superpower to calm the storms and conquer the giants that stood in my path. It was my lack of understanding and utilization of this authority that hindered me from entering the realm of His abundant blessings. God began to speak to me about my authority, and I started to form a deeper understanding of how it works.

That’s when God led me to the verse that changed everything, Luke 10:19 (NIV): “I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.” This isn’t just a nice promise: this is our spiritual constitution, our biblical bill of rights. When Jesus said, “I have given you authority to overcome all the power of the enemy,” He was not talking to the disciples or some elite group. He was talking to anyone who follows Him. That includes you and me.

But there was something important I had to understand about this authority. It wasn’t automatic. The verse doesn’t say “nothing is harming you”: it says “nothing will harm you.” There’s a condition: we must actively use the authority Jesus gave us. I had been sitting on the sidelines, waiting for God to fight my battles, when He had already equipped me with everything I needed to win.

But there was something important I had to understand about this authority. It wasn’t automatic. The verse doesn’t say “nothing is harming you”: it says “nothing will harm you.” There’s a condition: we must actively use the authority Jesus gave us. I had been sitting on the sidelines, waiting for God to fight my battles, when He had already equipped me with everything I needed to win

Learning to Use My Authority

Then God issued a specific instruction. He urged me to approach my cell group leader that evening, requesting prayer to bind the devil’s influence over the situations and people that would try to come against me upon my re-enrollment the following year, and to loose a year of peace and joy.

God emphasized the importance of concluding the prayer with the power of agreement. By the end of that year, my faith was completely shipwrecked. I didn’t have the faith to pray and bind the devil myself, and God knew I needed help.

I must admit, I was far from thrilled about this directive. Arms crossed and sulking like a child, with my lip practically dragging along the ground, I told God outright that I had no intention of following through with His plan. However, that very evening, as I went to pick up my cell group leader, I was caught off guard. Before he even had a chance to get in the car, he blurted out, “God told me we must bind the devil from attacking you through situations and people as you pursue Bible College. He also instructed us to conclude our prayer with corporate agreement.”

I wasn’t exactly thrilled about this unexpected confirmation. I sat there, still sulking, trying to pretend like I hadn’t just been corrected straight from heaven. But as we gathered for our cell group meeting that night, my leader offered the exact prayer God had instructed, concluding with a call for all who agreed to say, ‘Amen.’ I mustered every ounce of effort to force that ‘Amen’ out, though my heart wasn’t completely in it.

Filled with apprehension, the following year I nervously returned to re-enroll in Bible College. I half expected lightning to strike or a meteor to hit me from the sky. But guess what? That year turned out to be a grand adventure! It was a time of incredible connection and growth between God and me. It was one of the most enjoyable years of my life.

The difference? Someone had used spiritual authority on my behalf, and I experienced firsthand what life looks like when the enemy is bound and unable to attack.

Sunshine After the Rain: Your Superpower Awaits

If you’re walking this earth, storms and problems are headed your way. It’s just part of the package deal called life. There’s no escaping it. You’re either coming out of a storm, in the middle of one, or about to walk into the next. But let me tell you, since I learned how to use my authority, life has been transformed!

I’m happily married, car problems are a thing of the past, and I keep the devourer from touching my life with my sword of authority. Adventures with God? You better believe it! I’m living the abundant life, and I’ve tasted and seen that the Lord is good! Just like Psalm 34:8 (NKJV) says, “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!”

There’s a battle raging, and it’s time for us to step up and take action. We need to wake up to the fact that the good life won’t miraculously fall into our laps while we’re sitting passively. You’ve got a superpower waiting to be unleashed, the sword of authority. But you can’t let it gather dust. It’s time to pick it up and swing it with all your might!

That’s how you slay your giants, that’s how you march into your promised land. Don’t be stuck in misery and despair like Job. Be a David, be a Joshua: go on adventures with God, claim your victories, and live the life you were destined for.

This book is about understanding and using that authority, your spiritual superpower that makes nothing impossible. Luke 10:19 promises us authority over ALL the power of the enemy. Not some. Not most. ALL. But here’s the key: this authority must be exercised, not just possessed.

Throughout this book, we’ll explore how to use this authority effectively, how to swing your sword with precision and power. We’ll discover the biblical foundation for our authority, learn the keys to operating in it successfully, and understand why so many believers live defeated lives despite possessing complete victory.

So embrace your superpower, wield your sword of authority, and watch as the storms of life crumble before you. Get ready for the adventure of a lifetime!

It’s time to pick up your sword of authority. Let’s go kill some giants, shall we?
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Chapter 2: Our Authority - How it All Began and Where it Went Wrong
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To truly understand the authority Jesus restored to us in Luke 10:19, we need to go back to the very beginning. We need to see how authority was first given, how it was lost, and how Jesus won it back for us.

In the first chapter of Genesis, we see God bringing the universe into order. He separates light from darkness, land from sea, and sets the sun, moon, and stars in place. Then He prepared the earth, a beautiful, structured world, filled with life and made ready for humanity. It was our stunning home, where we were intended to prosper and thrive.

But God’s greatest creation wasn’t the world itself. It was us. Human beings, made in His image and entrusted with the authority to rule over this incredible world He had made.

This is where human authority was born.

Consider this beautiful picture: Earth circles around the sun, the heart of our solar system. This cosmic dance mirrors the role of God in our lives. Just as Earth finds its stability and purpose in revolving around the sun, we find our deepest fulfillment and purpose in placing God at the heart of our lives.

The Foundation: Made in God’s Image for Dominion

Before we can understand what went wrong, we must grasp what went right in the beginning. Genesis 1:26-27 (NKJV) reveals something extraordinary:

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”

This isn’t just poetry: it’s the legal foundation for human authority on Earth. When God made us “in His image” and “according to His likeness,” He wasn’t just talking about our appearance. He was establishing our capacity to represent Him, to carry His authority, and to govern this planet on His behalf. Think about it: God rules over all creation, and because we’re made in His image and likeness, we were designed to rule over the earth in the same way. The image and likeness of God includes His governing nature, His authority to rule and reign.

God is the ultimate authority, and all of creation, including our universe is under His authority (Matthew 28:18, 1 Chronicles 29:11-12, Colossians 1:16). When He created humans in His image, He was creating beings capable of absolute rule and reign. We weren’t given a management position, we were given a throne. Just as earthly kings establish their children as rulers over territories, God established humanity to rule with absolute dominion on Earth. Our authority and dominion were our birthright and inheritance.

Genesis 1:28 (NKJV) makes this clear: “Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’”

This is called the “dominion mandate”: humanity’s original birthright and inheritance. We weren’t created to be victims of circumstances or slaves to spiritual forces. We were created to rule and reign, to have authority, to subdue and govern this planet with absolute dominion.

Why can I say this with such confidence? Because we share God’s DNA. He breathed His own breath into us, making us His children. When Jesus was later accused of blasphemy for calling Himself the Son of God, He pointed to this very truth when He quoted Psalm 82:6 in John 10:34 (NIV): “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’?” If we are Jesus’ brothers and sisters and children of God, then we too carry that same nature, we are gods by creation and calling.

We are gods because we are sons. That’s what the Bible says. We were created in God’s image. This doesn’t mean we are equal to God. We are not. But as His children, we carry His authority on the earth. Just like a child reflects their father’s nature and stands in the family name, we were made to rule under God’s leadership. We are not God, but we were made to operate as gods on the earth, because that’s the role He gave us.

Here’s what this means practically: Being made in God’s “image and likeness” means we’re not just His children: we’re His functional representatives on Earth. Just as God reigns in heaven, we were designed to reign on Earth. Just as God creates through His spoken word, we create and change circumstances through our words of authority. Just as God establishes order out of chaos in the heavenly realm, we have the mandate to bring His order into earthly chaos. We don’t just carry His nature: He extends His very function through us on this planet. We are His hands, His voice, His authority in action on Earth.

Now understand, we are not on God’s level. He is our Creator, and we are but dust in His sight (Psalm 103:14). But don’t miss this: Psalm 8:5 (NIV) says, “You made them a little lower than the angels,” but that’s not what it says in the original Hebrew. The word used there is “Elohim,” which means God, not angels.
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