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PROLOGUE: Before the Fireflies

Savannah Belle had always believed in knowing when to leave.

Not because she wanted to—

but because life had a way of teaching her that staying too long usually meant losing more than she could afford to.

She learned early how to stand on her own.

How to carry things quietly.

How to make a life look steady—even when it felt anything but.

By the time she made it to Ohio, she wasn’t looking for love.

She had a job.

A routine.

A version of peace she had built with her own two hands.

And that was enough.

Or at least—that’s what she told herself.

Because sometimes the hardest truths aren’t the ones you say out loud.
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