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To Sarah

"What is to prevent my retarding the shock [Moon landing] by means of rockets conveniently placed, and lighted at the right moment?”

- Michel Ardan – From The Earth To The Moon
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TO THE READER
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In this story (and most of my stories) I know I am using the antiquated dating system, A.D. I blame this on the book Daybreak – 2250 A.D. by Andre Norton, which I read some time in elementary school (and of which I recently bought an old paperback copy). So, I was imprinted early with that dating system and think it sounds cooler than C.E. No social, political or any other kind of statement is meant.
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Chapter 1
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Date: 2048 AD

Dad drove a big rig back on Earth. It was huge, self-driving in most cases, and had monster air brakes. I'll always remember that sound, dad leaving on a trip, the air brakes letting out a huge swoosh as they released. I didn't understand how they worked then but I'll always remember the sound that meant my father would be gone from home for at least weeks, sometimes months. I always wondered if that was why my dad and mom divorced, but that's another story.

Anyway, until dad left home for good he made it clear to me that I was not to follow in his footsteps. He expected me to get a good degree and work in an office. He said he wanted my life to be easier than his. He made sure there was enough money for my education, even if I would rather have had him around.

So, here I am working on air braking (actually aerobraking in this case) one of the company's tugs as it comes in from the Moon. We would be using the atmosphere of the Earth to supply a retarding force as we dipped in and out circularizing the tug's orbit. This isn't something new, NASA's been doing it with their planetary probes for over fifty years now. But it is new to my company and it's new to me, that's what counts.

Anyway, we will be trying it on our Lunar Transfer Tug or LTL, basically a reusable upper stage of a rocket launched from Earth to Low-Earth-Orbit (LEO). Once it completes the launch mission this upper stage is refueled at the orbiting fuel depot and then used to transfer payloads from LEO to Low-Lunar-Orbit (LLO). 
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