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Hiking, Canoeing and Covered Bridges in Parke County

Indiana State Park Travel Guide Series

Paul R. Wonning

––––––––

[image: ]


Description

Located in Parke County, Indiana, the covered bridge capital of the United States, Turkey Run State Park provides visitors with excellent hiking, camping and can serve as a base camp to explore the area. 

Camping

The Turkey Run campground has ADA compliant sites, sites with electric connections and primitive sites camping sites. The campground connects with the trail system, allowing hikers access to the trail system.

Other Accommodations

The park also has an inn and family cabins for visitors to stay in while visiting the park. 

Hiking

Hiking trails at Turkey Run State Park can hike the over fifteen miles of trails that range from rugged to easy. Hike through rocky, beautiful canyons and along Sugar Creek. The suspension bridge across Sugar Creek opens up the undeveloped section of the park to the adventurous hiker. 

Parke County Covered Bridges

Parke County, Indiana is home to 31 restored covered bridges scattered around the rural countryside. Visitors can choose one, or all, of the six pre-mapped tours to assure finding them all. Two of these bridges are accompanied by a working grist mill. Cataract Falls, the largest waterfall in Indiana, is downstream of the Cataract Covered Bridge.

Also In This Series

McCormick's Creek State Park

Turkey Run Indiana State Park

Clifty Falls State Park

Brown County State Park

Pokegon State Park

Dune State Park

Spring Mill State Park

Mounds State Park
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Turkey Run State Park is the second state park established in Indiana in 1916. Sugar Creek bisects the 2382 acres of rugged woodland terrain, providing some wonderful canoeing opportunities (off site) which span two state parks. A suspension bridge connects the developed south section from the undeveloped north section. Two covered bridges, the Cox and the Narrows Covered Bridge on either end of the park provide a scenic backdrop to many wonderful photo opportunities in the park. Visitors may either stay in the large campground or in Turkey Run Inn with its accompanying restaurant. Park visitors may fish, with an Indiana license, in Sugar Creek and hikers can enjoy the many miles of great hiking.

Turkey Run State Park 

8121 E. Park Road

Marshall, IN 47859

(765) 597-2635

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2964.htm
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Turkey Run State Park History

[image: ]




Visitors to Turkey Run State Park will find this historical marker at the entrance to the park. 

Marker Title

Turkey Run

Location:

South side of SR 47 at Turkey Run State Park entrance. (Parke County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Parke County Historical Society 1968

Marker ID #: 

61.1968.4

Marker Text: 

Little Ned Garland, son of the first family to settle in Indiana north of the 10 O'clock Line, is said to have named the stream below the cliff because wild turkeys roosted in trees within the chasm.

Brief History

Turkey Run State Park

Established in 1916 as Indiana's second state park, Turkey Run is on Indiana State Road 47 about two miles east of its intersection with US 47. The state acquired the property from the Hoosier Veneer company for $40,000 after receiving a $20,000 grant from the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The wild canyons of the park create challenging hiking and beautiful scenery. Hikers can cross Sugar Creek on the Suspension Bridge while watching canoeists ply the waters on their way downstream. The park contains a number of historic buildings, including the home of John Lusk, a prominent early owner of the property. Overnight visitors may stay at one of the campgrounds in the park or at Turkey Run Inn. 

Richard Lieber Memorial

Visitors to Turkey Run will find the Richard Lieber Memorial east of Turkey Run Inn behind the Log Church. The Memorial contains the ashes of the founder of the Indiana State Park system. 

Richard Lieber (September 5, 1869 – April 15, 1944) 

The son of son of wealthy parents, Otto and Maria Henriette Julie Richter Lieber, Richard was native to St. Johann-Saarbrucken, Germany. As a child he suffered a chest injury, which led to an illness that made it difficult to attend school. Thus, he received much of his education from private tutors. 

Immigration to Indiana

To fulfill his parent's desire to learn English, he traveled to London, England after graduating from secondary school. In England he visited various museums and historic sites. In 1891, he came to Indianapolis, Indiana in to join two uncles who had immigrated there. He eventually became an American citizen. He worked as a reporter for the Indiana Tribune and married the owner's daughter, Emma Rappaport. After visiting Yosemite National Park, the Rocky Mountains of Idaho and Montana in 1900, he became an ardent conservationist. President Theodore Roosevelt held Conference of Governors in 1908, which Lieber attended as a delegate. He wrote a series of articles promoting Indianapolis as the site for the Fourth National Conservation Congress in 1912. He succeeded in his effort, and served as the chairman. During World War I, Indiana governor James Goodrich appointed Lieber as his military secretary. He bestowed the rank of Colonel on him, which Lieber used from then on.

Founder of Indiana State Park System

As Indiana's centennial approached, Lieber began advocating for a state park system. Because of his efforts, Turkey Run and McCormick's Creek State Park were established in 1916 without public funds. Lieber believed that the state park system should be self-supporting as much as possible. To help achieve this he advocated that the parks charge visitors a fee to enter. He established the state park inn system to help add to the state park system's cash flow. The admission policy and state park inn system were revolutionary concepts during that time. 

Director of Indiana State Department of Conservation 

Lieber received the appointment of Director of the Indiana State Department of Conservation at its inception in 1919. He served in that post until 1933. Lieber gained a national reputation as the architect of the Indiana State Park System, which many other states modeled. He acted as a consultant for many of the states that wished to set up a similar system and organized the first gathering of state park personnel on a national level. He hosted the convention at Turkey Run State Park in 1921. During his tenure the state park system grew to ten parks and five state memorials. 

Death at McCormick's Creek

Lieber passed away while visiting McCormick's Creek in 1944. Visitors to Turkey Run State Park will find the Richard Lieber Memorial east of Turkey Run Inn behind the Log Church. The Memorial contains the ashes of the founder of the Indiana State Park system. 
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Turkey Run Inn 
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Constructed in 1919, the Turkey Run Inn has seventy-nine rooms, a heated pool, and a large, cozy sitting room with a fireplace. The structure was the first inn constructed by the state park system. State Park founder Richard Lieber moved a log cabin dating from the 1840's to a site near the Inn. DNR staff use this cabin for programs explain various features of the park. During its early days railroad companies ran excursion trains from Chicago to the inn. The rooms range from cabins to suites that include a jacuzzi tub. The Inn has undergone many expansions and renovations over the years. The Inn features over 5,500 square feet of convention space. Reserve using the Reservation System.

https://turkeyruninn.dnr.state.in.us/

Turkey Run State Park

8102 East Park Rd.

Marshall, IN, 47859

765-597-2211

Reservations:

877-563-4371

Inn Operated Cabins, 

Cabin sleeping rooms are located next to the Inn. Cabin buildings are divided into 4 private rooms with private entrances. Each room has 2 full-sized beds and private bathroom. All cabin rooms have heat, air-conditioning, TV, telephone. Towels and bed linens are provided. There is no cooking, grilling, refrigeration or fireplace available

Overlook Cabin

Overlooking a picturesque ravine in the beautiful park gives The Overlook its name. The bedroom has 1 queen-sized bed & there are 2 sofa beds (queen- & twin-sized) in the living room. There is a small kitchenette with service for five, a two burner stove microwave and a small refrigerator. There is no oven. The Overlook has heat, air-conditioning, a 32" flat panel TV and telephone. Towels & bed linens are provided.

Swimming Pool

Turkey Run has an indoor, heated pool connected to the inn, close to the Inn Cabins. The Inn pool is for Inn guests only. There is a public pool open to all visitors located elsewhere in the park.

Turkey Run Inn’s Narrows Restaurant

Open to the public, the Narrows offers families casual dining with good food and an excellent atmosphere. The brick walls and hardwood floor create a homey atmosphere to relax in as you dine. The dining room is open 365 days a year, serving three meals daily. The Narrows offers buffet dining, homemade soups and a generous salad bar. Children's meals are available for a reduced price. Diners may order a boxed lunch for that special picnic anywhere in the park. 

Turkey Run State Park

8102 East Park Rd.

Marshall, IN, 47859

765-597-2211

Fax: 765-597-2660

Reservations:

877-563-4371

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/inns/turkeyrun/dining.html

Meeting & Conference Facilities

The Turkey Run Inn has 5,500 square feet of conference room space. Meals may be catered from the Turkey Run Inn’s Narrows Restaurant. The facility is ideal for receptions, banquets, trade shows, and conferences.
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Camping 
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Accessible from Indiana State Highway 47, the 213 site campground is equipped with flush toilets, hot water and showers. Most sites will accommodate trailers. There are no individual water or sewer hookups, however there are two dump stations, one near the entrance to the campground and another in the Twin Oaks loop. Sites have electrical hookups. The campground has four sections, Sugar Ridge, Twin Oaks, Turkey Hollow, Shady Lane. The campground includes six ADA compliant campsites. The three restrooms have modern shower facilities. The two playgrounds are in the Twin Oaks and Sugar Ridge sections. There are water fill stations and pit toilets scattered around the campground. The Youth Tent Camping Area is adjacent to the campground. The campground also has an ample visitor parking lot near the entrance. Trail 7 connects the campground with Turkey Run Inn and the Nature Center via Trail 6 and 1. 

Reservations available through the Central Reservation System.

http://indianastateparks.reserveamerica.com/
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Turkey Run State Park has five picnic shelters which visitors may rent for family reunions, company functions, wedding receptions and other functions. The check in time for all shelters is 11:00 AM and Check Out time is 11:00 PM. Shelter reservations may be obtained at Reserve America. Pets are welcome at all shelters.

877-563-4371

http://indianastateparks.reserveamerica.com/

Big Log Shelter

Located on the southeast corner of the big parking lot, the shelter has access to the tennis courts, swimming pool, Nature Center and the Suspension Bridge Trail. 

Big Log Shelter is ADA accessible and is in full shade. Domestic pets are allowed. The 1000 square foot shelter has a fireplace, group grill and flush toilets. The 14 tables will seat about 72 and the parking lot space for 30 cars. 

Canyon Shelter

Located near Box Canyon this shelter has access to Trail 2, which leads to the Bridge Trail. The 800 square foot shelter has a group grill, drinking fountain and flush toilets. The 12 picnic tables will seat about 68 people. The parking lot will hold about 30 vehicles. 

Middle Shelter

Located on the mid portion on the northwest side of the big parking lot, the shelter has access to the tennis courts, swimming pool, Nature Center and the Suspension Bridge Trail. The 420 square foot shelter has 5 picnic tables that will seat about 36 people. There is a stairway with 15 steps leading from the parking lot to the shelter. The shelter has a fireplace, drinking fountain, flush and vault toilets. The parking lot will hold approximately 20 vehicles. 

Newby Gulch Shelter

Located in a private loop just past the Canyon Shelter the Newby Gulch Shelter is near the Newby Gulch. This shelter has access to Trail 2 and the Suspension Bridge Trail. This 400 square foot structure has 4 picnic tables that will seat about 32 people. The shelter is in full shade and the parking lot will hold about 4 vehicles. 

Tennis Court Shelter

Located on the west corner of the big parking lot, the shelter has access to the tennis courts, swimming pool, Nature Center and the Suspension Bridge Trail. The shelter is in full shade and has flush toilets. The 24 tables have a seating capacity of about 180 people. The parking lot will hold about 40 vehicles. 
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Nature Center and Planetarium
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Located at the main parking lot near the Big Log Shelter the Nature Center contains exhibits that depict the flora and fauna of Turkey Run State Park. The naturalists at the park frequently provide programs for both children and adults through out the year. 

Planetarium

Located in the Nature Center, the Planetarium offers scheduled astronomy shows and events in the facility. 

For more information, contact:

Phone: (765) 597-2635

History of the Indiana State Park Nature Centers

The first Nature Center in the Indiana State Park System was established in the old cabin near Sunset Point on Trail 6. That location proved inadequate due to poor lighting, so the nature museum moved to the lobby of Turkey Run Inn. From there it moved to the basement, after which it was again relocated to the cabin at Sunset Point. An attempt was made to move it to the CCC Recreation at McCormick's Creek State Park. Turkey Run Naturalist Howard Michaud planned to use a plan devised by a Mr. Carr at Bear Mountain State Park in New York. The idea was to encourage children at the campgrounds to bring in exhibit material. He also wanted to develop a wild animal zoo with animals in cages or pens. Dr. William Bebb, a dentist visiting McCormick’s Creek State Park, from Rockford, Illinois, took an interest in the museum in 1936.

William Bebb (June 15, 1869 - April 7, 1938)

The son of Michael and Anna C. Bebb, William was native to Fountaindale, Illinois. He studied dentistry at the Chicago College of Dental Surgery, graduating in 1897. He opened a practice near Chicago, however he migrated west to California in 1902. In Chicago he became the secretary of the College of Dentistry, University of California and later earned an honorary Master of Science Degree by that university in 1912. Northwestern University invited him to their Dental School as a curator of their museum and take the position of professor of comparative dental anatomy, a position he accepted in 1914. Sometime before 1927 he purchased a piece of rural property in Wisconsin and began to build a summer home. The interplay of introduced and native species interested him and led him to study it. He drove back and forth frequently between California and Illinois. During these drives he studied the destructive effects of automobile traffic on wild animals. He resigned from Northwestern University in 1927 to pursue this interest. He visited McCormick's Creek State Park in 1936. The nature museum under development there piqued his interest, spurring him to take over, with the permission of park staff, began collecting and organizing materials for the museum. Dr. Bebbs remained as a volunteer worker for the rest of the season, caring for the museum. He continued his work in 1937 and planned on returning in 1938, however he died suddenly in April. 

Miss Edna Bonts took over as head naturalist that same year and continued the work Dr. Bebbs had started, with the help of her sister Beatrice. The system has grown to include nearly every state park in Indiana having a nature center, or museum. Most are open seasonally, however a few are open year round.
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