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            INTRODUCTION

          

          __________

        

      

    

    
      I was at a point in my life where I started to question God, my existence, His ability to hear and answer prayers — even though I already knew and had proven that He was more than capable of answering — and I also doubted my effectiveness as a Christian, among other things.

      Let’s just face it. When you reach a point in your life where you need God to show up or decide to go all out for Him without knowing what you’re really getting into, your enthusiasm can easily clash with confusion, doubts, and fears. This is what happened to me—well, sort of (smiles).

      I decided to go all out for God by doing everything I learned from the Bible that I should. I quickly made the changes I could, and for what I found difficult, I asked the Lord for His grace and strength to help me through. Things were going pretty well until the Lord led me into deeper waters. God became more silent, the answers to my prayers were delayed, and the testing and trials of life became more challenging and burdensome. The more I called on God, the more sorrow seemed to increase, and the more silent God appeared. 

      Deep down, I knew that God was trying to wean me, as a child, into His Kingdom. I knew He was gently guiding me into handling greater things in Him, but I wasn't ready. I wanted Him to stay by my side, always holding my hand, and to speak in ways that were clear to me. I wanted God to tell me what to do, when to do it, and even how to do it. I wasn't ready to make my own choices as a mature Believer in Christ. Being a baby in Christ was fun, and I didn't want to grow up, but God had different plans. It was time for me to be gradually released into His fullness as a mature Believer.

      This was a difficult time in my life because the devil exploited the situation and rushed right in. “Where is your God?” he would ask. “Your prayers are not necessary because they are not being answered. Give up and stop praying.” The thoughts persisted. My faith in God was not the only thing being tested, but my hope was also severely attacked. I have learned that if you lose everything and still hold onto hope, you might have a chance to bounce back; but if your hope is lost, the chance of restoration becomes faint, and I might even say impossible. You can’t kill the spirit of someone who has hope, but if hope is destroyed in a person, they will remain lost unless God intervenes. Hope is essential for restoration and revival.

      So, I was at a point in my life where my hope was being challenged, and this was when I began to question whether there were hidden, unconfessed sins in my life. I usually dislike these difficult times because the pressure is often intense, but I must admit that I always end up appreciating the results. I often discover more of God and grow closer to Him through tough times, and this experience was what prompted me to write this book.

      I know that God’s Word is true and I know that God is real. I also know for a fact that prayer works, and my experience caused me to take a closer look at the principles of God and how His Kingdom operates. I figured that if God’s Word is true and I am following His Word as His book describes, then there must be a valid explanation for every delay, holdup, setback, or unanswered prayer. This curiosity motivated me to learn more about how God works.

      Before we examine the principles of the Kingdom and how the Kingdom of God functions, let me establish a basic foundation in the next section to help us better understand what we will discuss in later chapters.
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        “Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do!

        And whatever else you do, develop good judgment” ~Proverbs 4:7.

      

      

      Spiritual Laws and Boundaries

      When it comes to the Kingdom of God, we can learn a lot from creation and nature, since this earthly realm reflects what is in the spiritual and eternal. Animals are born with instincts that improve over time, and they learn how to hunt, protect themselves, and survive. Nature teaches us that there are proper times and seasons for everything. A time to blossom, a time to bear fruit, and before new fruit can grow again, the old must give way to the new.

      The sea was created with boundaries, the stars and moon were made to hang in midair, the fishes were created to thrive and survive in water (and the list goes on), and all of this was done through the spoken Word of our Lord. I have never seen an apple tree bear mango, or a pear tree produce pineapple. God’s creation obeys His laws. They know their times and seasons that are set for them. There is a principle that governs creation, and to survive and succeed in anything, we must follow God’s laws and principles as established. A fish cannot survive outside of water because no law governs this, and this principle remains true for all of creation.

      
        
        “And the moon and stars to rule the night. His faithful love endures forever” ~Psalm 136:9.

      

      

      
        
        “Rivers run into the sea, but the sea is never full. Then the water returns again to the rivers and flows out again to the sea” ~ Ecclesiastes 1:7.

      

      

      
        
        “You set the boundaries of the earth, and you made both summer and winter” ~Psalm 74:17.

      

      

      
        
        “God stretches the northern sky over empty space and hangs the earth on nothing” ~Job 26:7.

      

      

      Isn’t this beautiful? Have you thought about it before? All the rivers flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full because God has set boundaries. The moon and the stars govern the night, the earth is suspended in nothing—my God. Creation obeys God, but what about humankind?

      Man was created to thrive and excel by obeying God's laws. Disobedience results in chaos. We are at our best only when we follow God’s Word. Everything that exists was made through the spoken Word. God said, “Let there be,” and it was so, but this is not the case with man. God formed man Himself from the dust of the ground, in His image and likeness. Then, God breathed His breath into man, and man became a living soul. This is powerful, but I do not want to stray from the foundation I am establishing.  

      Besides being made special, God gave humans free will, something the rest of creation was not given. This highlights the uniqueness of the intimate relationship God desires to establish with humans. Creation obeys God, but because humans have free will, it is our responsibility to make thoughtful decisions by obeying God through our choices. God does not want robots without hearts who do everything they are told or beings without meaning. Therefore, God formed humans, gave us hearts and the power of choice, so that meaning and value can be added to the relationship.

      Think about this for a moment. If your spouse loves you only for what they can gain from you, would that be truly fulfilling? Would it satisfy you to hear the words ‘I love you’ when it's forced out of your spouse or when they genuinely say it? I believe the answer is clear.

      The Bible states that all things were created by God and for His pleasure, including good and evil. God is not evil, and evil is not found in Him. Evil is separate from God and is used as a form of punishment when we disobey His laws. Do you remember the story of King Saul? Saul failed his first assignment as king by disobeying God's commands, and what did God do? He sent an evil spirit to trouble Saul, and Saul ultimately lost his throne to David.

      The tree of knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life were created by God and placed in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve failed by choosing to disobey God’s command, and this changed everything because man was now introduced to good and evil. God drove them out of the Garden and placed an angel to guard the tree of life, providing protection.

      God is the creator of all, and whatever God does, the devil imitates and misuses. The devil should not be seen as a creator of anything; he is merely a copycat who corrupts and pollutes what already exists.

      
        
        “I create the light and make the darkness. I send good times and bad times. I, the Lord, am the one who does these things” ~Isaiah 45:7.

      

      

      
        
        “For through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together” ~Colossians 1:16-17.

      

      

      
        
        “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power.

        For you created all things, and they exist because you created what you pleased” ~Revelation 4:11.

      

      

      There are many people right now who cannot understand how God permits inhumane violence, brutal murders, and suffering, among other things, to happen, but the truth is, man is responsible for giving the devil legal rights through choice, and God must respect His laws and His Words, including free will, which He gave to mankind. A time is coming when God will put an end to all evil, but until then, God’s Word will prevail as He intends.

      God has set boundaries and parameters within the earthly realm that He cannot cross unless invited by humans. Satan was expelled from heaven, and the Bible tells us he is the prince of this world. The devil has legal rights and access to the earth, but God has granted mankind legal authority to rule and have dominion over the earth. This was established at creation, and the spiritual order was restored after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus following mankind's fall. That is why God relies on us, His children; through free will, we can give God legal access to move beyond His boundaries (Kingdom of Heaven) and operate freely in the earthly realm. Our prayers are the means through which God gains that access.

      
        
        “I don’t have much more time to talk to you, because the ruler of this world approaches. He has no power over me” ~John 14:30.

      

      

      
        
        “The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out” ~John 12:31. 

      

      

      
        
        “In every place of worship, I want men to pray with holy hands lifted up to God, free from anger and controversy” ~1 Timothy 2:8.

      

      

      God needs us to operate legally within this realm. He has established His laws and boundaries, so His Words will not return to Him empty; they will accomplish the purpose for which they were sent. If God does not follow His own laws, how can He expect us to follow them? God values His Word above His name. His laws are already established, and He honors them. 

      Humans have the power to activate God’s laws, and what happens around us today is a direct result of human choices made through free will. For every action, there is a reaction, and every action has a consequence. God informs us of what’s at stake and has even told us what to choose, but the decision remains ours.

      
        
        “Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live” ~Deuteronomy 30:19.

      

      

      Did you see that? Heaven and earth are observing us. I wonder what laws are being set in motion against us. How is heaven responding to us? God’s laws are active. We will be rewarded for whatever we release into the atmosphere through our spoken words, actions, thoughts, and decisions. A universal language is designed, in which the universe recognizes and responds.

      Do you remember the story of Cain and Abel? After Cain killed Abel, he immediately knew his life was cursed. No matter where he went, evil would follow, and his life would be taken in return. This is a spiritual law in action. 

      
        
        8 One day, Cain suggested to his brother, “Let’s go out into the fields.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him.

        9 Afterward, the Lord asked Cain, “Where is your brother? Where is Abel?”

        “I don’t know,” Cain responded. “Am I my brother’s guardian?”

        10 But the Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground!

        11 Now you are cursed and banished from the ground, which has swallowed your brother’s blood.

        12 No longer will the ground yield good crops for you, no matter how hard you work! From now on, you will be a homeless wanderer on the earth.”

        13 Cain replied to the Lord, “My punishment is too great for me to bear!

        14 You have banished me from the land and from your presence; you have made me a homeless wanderer. Anyone who finds me will kill me!”

        15 The Lord replied, “No, for I will give a sevenfold punishment to anyone who kills you.” Then the Lord put a mark on Cain to warn anyone who might try to kill him” ~Genesis 4:8-15.

      

      

      Note verses 10 and 11. The voice of Abel’s blood cried out from the ground. This is interesting. The blood of a dead man spoke; it cried out. Surely, this cry was not from the physical realm, as it did not seem like Cain heard it—only God did. That cry must have echoed from the spirit realm, the realm most people are unaware of. And because the earth involuntarily did what it was not created to do, Cain attracted a curse upon himself. Two laws were set in motion against Cain for his sin. An unusual connection was established between Cain and the ground, and from that point on, the earth would not yield to Cain the best of what he planted. This was a curse! Cain’s life was also required in exchange, but Cain became sorrowful after he realized his punishment. God showed mercy by placing a mark on him so his life would not be taken. Though a mark of protection was placed on him, the curse of the ground remained with him.

      How serious is that? I wonder what the elements of the universe hold for us now. What unknown connections have we established in the spiritual realm? It is a serious matter to break and violate the laws of God. We will attract curses to ourselves. People fail to realize this, and when trouble finds them, they begin to ask questions and doubt the existence of God. 

      The mark God placed upon Cain had spiritual significance and served to protect him from the consequences of what he attracted to himself. The only thing that can save us today from life's harsh effects is genuine repentance and God’s mercy. We must feel sorry for the sins we commit and be truly sorry enough to choose not to do them again. Being sorry alone is never enough; we must repent, turn away from our evil ways, and ask God for His forgiveness.

      In another sense, many people carry spiritual marks they are unaware of. Those who have experienced rape, abuse, or divorce, among other hardships, often find themselves repeatedly in the same situations due to spirits that have attached themselves to them. These spirits imprint their victims with shame, fear, rejection—anything that fuels an aggressive cycle by attracting what they fear. If this cycle or pattern isn't identified, the mark or curse isn't broken, and the spirit isn't dealt with, the cycle can persist for a lifetime unless God intervenes, as in the case of Cain. People who have been raped or abused often confess to being victims of multiple assaults at different times throughout their lives. They tend to attract the wrong kind of people and unwanted, recurring situations—often because of spiritual marks they are unaware of. These marks function like laws and can be inherited through the bloodline across generations, or they can be caused by initial exposure to the traumatic experience.

      Another often overlooked issue that can cause unnecessary pain in our lives is inner vows and bitter roots. Have you ever experienced something bad and silently vowed that it would never happen to you again? For example, being hurt by a broken relationship might lead you to promise yourself, “I will never love again,” or if your parents or a parent caused harm, you might vow, “I will never be like them when I grow up.” Ambition is not the problem here; rather, it’s the unhealthy emotions that become trapped and rooted in the pain of your experience. Often, these vows are made unconsciously and become problematic when the root causes are not addressed. Bitterness can develop and continue to grow in that unhealthy state, as your mind fixates on the person you vow never to become like. Your heart becomes affected, and fear can build up within you.

      These are all spiritual laws in motion. The Bible tells us in Galatians 6:1: Brethren, if a man is overtaken in a fault, ye who are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. I have seen this law repeatedly at work, even in my own life. I remember scolding my five-year-old son quite sternly for making a mess in the hall while we were eating dinner one evening. Guess what? As I finished scolding him and resumed my meal, food fell from my plate to the ground. That was interesting, but I knew God was teaching me awareness through His Word. I could have been more sympathetic, considering his age, because accidents are caused by adults, so it is expected even more by young children. My correction was not given with humility. I did it selfishly, thinking about the extra work it created for me without considering that I, or adults in general, also make mistakes. 

      Simple situations like these kept happening for a while. Each time I showed impatience, I found someone else would become impatient with me. At first, I thought that the Lord was only trying to teach me to bear the fruits of His Spirit, but spiritual laws also seemed to work against me. No wonder the Bible guides us by saying, “Do unto others as you would have them do to you.” This is a law. We are well taught by the scriptures.

      The same principle applies to more serious situations. People rarely get out of an abusive relationship promising never to fall into abuse again, only to find themselves in another abusive relationship—often unintentionally. Many children make vows never to be like their mom, who is a drug addict, or their dad, who is a drunkard, but somehow end up in similar circumstances when they grow up because of bitter roots. They feel so angry and bitter toward their parents that they attract unnecessary problems to themselves. There's nothing wrong with making a conscious choice to improve or avoid certain lifestyles, but the motivation should come from a pure heart, not bitterness. If decisions are driven by anger or bitterness, you'll likely end up experiencing the same results.

      Again, this is why the Bible clearly tells us we will reap what we sow. If you sow seeds of bitterness against anyone, you can never expect a harvest of happiness. Bitterness will come back to you, and sometimes it takes time to reap what you sow.

      You must be free to receive; I have proven this. Have you ever desired something so intensely that it seemed like the more you wanted it, the further it moved away? I have experienced this, and the moment I decided to stop chasing after things, the very thing I wanted began to chase me. This is another law in action, and the opposite is also true. When a free heart desires something, you often receive it even before you ask, seek, or pray for it. The key difference between the two scenarios is a spirit that is bound versus a spirit that is free. Two different cases, two different outcomes. A free person receives freely.

      When performing any deliverance, the root is often traced back to bitterness, unforgiveness, or sins against parents. No matter what a parent does to a child, God's command to us is to honor them. Why? So our days may be long, and it may go well with us. People often fail to realize they are only hurting themselves when they disobey God's Word by dishonoring their parents and holding on to unforgiveness. Forgiveness is for our benefit; it frees us and opens a channel for God to bless us. If we want a good life and things to go well with us, we must honor our parents. If we stay bound in certain situations, spiritual laws may work against us, and our blessings can be delayed. But if we remain obedient to God's Word and keep a free spirit toward God and others, we will receive freely according to God's will and timing.

      The Bible is filled with references to the law of attraction. Like attracts like. Whatever we sow, that is what we will reap. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. Forgive to be forgiven. Do not judge if you do not want to be judged. Condemn not, and you will not be condemned. These are all laws of attraction.

      When we choose to disobey God’s Word, there are consequences just as there are blessings when we obey. Deuteronomy 28 outlines the blessings we receive through obedience, while the latter part of that chapter describes numerous curses that come from disobedience. It is God’s Word; He cannot go back on it. If we want success, it comes down to our obedience to God. It ultimately depends on us, not solely on God, since He has already established spiritual order.

      
        
        “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do. Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” ~Joshua 1:7-9.

      

      

      According to verse 8, who will make your way prosperous? God? No, you! Our success depends not on God alone, but on our obedience to Him. Once we do our part, He will act and do what He must, but our obedience must come first. Let me point out that we are not responsible for fulfilling our desires; we are simply called to be obedient to God, and then He will handle the rest in His time. Matthew 6:33 says, seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you. We must seek God for who He is and also His righteousness. God will provide the additions in His time as we remain obedient to Him. I am not saying we should not ask God for personal desires or gains, but rather that we need to set our priorities right. God’s Word is our law. It is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. God’s Word gives life. We must honor and obey His words so that it may be well with us.

      
        
        “And we will receive from Him whatever we ask because we obey Him and do the things that please Him” ~ 1 John 3:22.

      

      

      If we want success in our lives and for our prayers to be answered, we must agree in prayer with God’s will for us and follow His laws. We need to do it right and in God’s way; otherwise, we will frustrate ourselves by activating things we don't want, while giving the devil legal access to operate in our lives. Disobedience can attract curses to us, adding more problems to our existing ones.

      The power of agreement is especially crucial in marriage. The scripture teaches that two cannot walk together unless they agree, and this is true. Where there is no unity in our relationships, there can be no genuine fellowship. The devil understands the power of agreement, which is why he aims to disrupt the flow of unity within relationships.

      Again, I have proven this to be true. I have never received great blessings from God in my life until my husband and I became one, and after I learned to embrace the God-given purpose ordained for my life (though my husband was already embracing his). The moment we found our proper position in God and each other, it was like falling into a perfect groove that fit tightly and connected seamlessly. This activated something in the spiritual realm that caused a turnaround. For the first time in our lives, we began to experience God and His blessings intensely. There is something powerful about walking in your destiny and unity like no other. Just as fish were not made to survive outside water, you also cannot achieve the best results for your life until you walk the path God has set for you.

      What one person can accomplish, two can achieve much more. I pray that God will open our minds and understanding so we can fully discern the power of unity and the hidden mysteries of God. We will explore the topic of understanding further in the next chapter.
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INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.
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