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Prelude
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The greatest event to have ever happened in the entire world is undoubtedly the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. There has always been a great deal of controversy about the crucifixion, burial, and resurrection of our Lord.

Christians have many beliefs about this all important incident. Most Christians believe he was resurrected from the dead on the first day of the week, Sunday, and have used this belief to justify Sunday as the day they worship God.

With so many ideas on this topic, I will seek the truth of this matter from the only source that really matters, and that is the Holy Bible. The full story from the time of Christ’s crucifixion until his resurrection from the dead has been recorded in great detail in this amazing book. You will need patience and be willing to search the scriptures to find the truth God has buried in this book. The answer will not be found in just one place, a careful study in several original books of the bible will be needed to find the truth.

The bible is the inspired word of God and must be what influences our thoughts on all things. Keep in mind the following scripture as you read this book. Also remember this verse is referring to the entire bible, not just the new testament. Jesus quoted the bible often, and every time he quoted only from the old testament. This is because none of the new testament was written while Jesus was alive on this earth. This part of the bible was written mostly by his disciples and after his crucifixion and resurrection.


2Ti 3:16 Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness.



It is my aim in this book to follow the scriptures that describe this amazing event, and find the truth that is buried in the scriptures. If you are just seeking the truth from God’s words on this very important subject, then you may be surprised at some statements I make. But please keep referring to your bible as you read this book. To come to the right conclusion, you will need to read with an open mind. If you already have an opinion on this topic, you may find it difficult to believe what I am writing. It is much harder to “unlearn” something that it is to learn a new thing. You are always influenced by your own understanding and to believe something that is contrary to your previously held beliefs may be difficult.

The secret to coming to the truth is always to listen to the word of God and accept what he is saying to you. You need to put man’s traditions out of your mind and allow the words of the bible to convince you of the truth. Remember, if the bible tells you something different to man’s teachings, then the bible is always right and should be your only source of consideration. If you accept the words of man over the words of God, then you will never learn the reality of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.

The Bible that I have used for references in this book is the “World English Bible” (WEB). If you have a different version of the bible that is perfectly OK. The wording may be different, but I am sure you will find the meaning of the verses to be the same. One excellent bible study tool that I have found to be of immense help is a program called “Esword”. It is free to download from the web and has many bible versions and other reference books. Well worth getting, as it will help with your own studies.

I pray that our amazing God will lead you into truth from his word, The Holy Bible. Remember, this is a controversial topic, so you will need patience and time to find your own answers to this issue.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Who Is Jesus Christ
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When we are discussing anything from the bible, the first thing we must determine is the existence of God. There are only two answers to this question. Either yes, he exists, or no, he does not exist. There can be no half right or wrong. You cannot have a foot in both camps, so to speak. If you believe in God, then the rest is easy. Just believe what he will reveal about Himself and his creation in his amazing book, “The Bible”.

If you believe in evolution. Then there are many things you must prove, beyond any shadow of doubt, that will backup what you believe. As more science is revealing a Creator caused our existence, then the theory of evolution is becoming more difficult to prove every day.

The first thing we must do is to establish who Jesus Christ is. To do this, I will look into God’s holy scriptures for an answer in the book of John. In the first eighteen verses of this book, we get a wonderful description of Jesus and just why we believe Him to be the Messiah. Or the Son Of God.


Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Joh 1:2 The same was in the beginning with God.

Joh 1:3 All things were made through him. Without him was not anything made that has been made.

Joh 1:4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

Joh 1:5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness hasn’t overcome it.

Joh 1:6 There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John.

Joh 1:7 The same came as a witness, that he might testify about the light, that all might believe through him.

Joh 1:8 He was not the light, but was sent that he might testify about the light.

Joh 1:9 The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the world.

Joh 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world didn’t recognize him.

Joh 1:11 He came to his own, and those who were his own didn’t receive him.

Joh 1:12 But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become God’s children, to those who believe in his name:

Joh 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Joh 1:14 The Word became flesh, and lived among us. We saw his glory, such glory as of the one and only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.

Joh 1:15 John testified about him. He cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me, for he was before me.’”

Joh 1:16 From his fullness we all received grace upon grace.

Joh 1:17 For the law was given through Moses. Grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

Joh 1:18 No one has seen God at any time. The one and only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared him.



What does this section of scripture tell us? From verse one, we see “The Word” was with God and he was God. Then we learn “The Word” was responsible for the creation of all things. There is nothing in all the vast universe that he did not bring into existence. This “Word” then became flesh and dwelt among us and made God The Father known to everyone who will believe.

Whoever “The Word” may be, is obviously a powerful person and we can deduce from the scriptures above that “The Word” is, in fact, Jesus Christ. This thought is reinforced in Joh 1:29.


Joh 1:29 The next day, he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!



Now John, known as “John the Baptist,” sees Jesus coming to be baptised by Him in the river.  He declares Jesus to be the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

This same Jesus Christ is the one who was crucified, buried and resurrected as I will explain in the rest of this book. By proving Jesus was, in reality, resurrected from the dead, we are also proving the divinity of Jesus Christ. We also prove the validity of those first eighteen verses of the book of John.
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How Long Was Jesus Christ in the Tomb?
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Jesus Christ predicted exactly how long he would be in the tomb. So, would it make any difference if he failed to be in the tomb for the correct time he predicted? When you read this book, you will find the answer to these questions and the explanations may just surprise you. 

There are many conflicting perspectives about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Naturally, there can only be one correct view. I needed to find the truth on this matter for myself, so I spent a considerable amount of time seeking the answer in the only place where I knew I could get the truth. And that is from God’s Holy Bible. I would expect to find the truth in this book.

If you are seeking answers to any of today’s questions on matters of faith and your relationship with your Almighty Creator. These answers can be found in his Holy Bible. After-all, he is not only the one who created all things, including you. He is also the author of the Bible.

This can be confirmed by the number of times it has been recorded for us in the Bible where God has said, “Thus saith the Lord”. This shows these passages of scripture were spoken by God Himself and recorded for all future generations, including us today. If you want the truth on this matter, you must look into God's word. Some people will disagree with me, but if they are using man’s teachings, as opposed to God’s teachings. Then who are you going to believe? I sincerely hope you choose to believe the word of God over man’s words. Everything I write here I will back up with scriptures from the bible, and I hope you will examine these passages of scripture in your own bible to confirm what I write. Consider the words recorded in the book of 2 Timothy 3:16.


2Ti 3:16  Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness. 



This refers to both the old and new testaments. They were both inspired by God and were written for our benefit.

It's hard to unlearn something you've held as the truth for a long time. Your first reaction may be to refuse to believe what you are reading for the first time. You prefer the old understanding and are uncomfortable with the new ideas. This is where many will just refuse to read any further and give up. Their minds are already made up even before they start. Traditions from many years in a particular mind set make it hard to see beyond what they believe to be right. Whether they are right or wrong.
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