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This book Resist Neoliberalism, Fascism and Wars of Aggression compiles my articles and speeches; statements and interviews; and messages and letters that I wrote in the whole year of 2019, when the peoples in the Philippines and abroad rose up to resist imperialism and all reaction on a scale and with intensity not seen before in decades.

With the purpose of clarifying the issues, I wrote and made analysis in my various capacities as the Founding Chairman of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), Chief Political Consultant of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) and Chairperson of the International League of People’s Struggle (ILPS).

Since the Sixth International Assembly of the ILPS in June 2019,  I have ceased to be its Chairperson after serving for 15 years from 2004 to 2019 but have become Chairperson Emeritus, with the continuing role and task of helping to articulate ILPS concerns .

Part I of the book includes sustained articles and speeches focusing on the end of the peace negotiations between the Manila government and the NDFP, the escalation of the counterrevolution by the Duterte tyranny and the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the New People’s Army (NPA) led by the CPP.

The golden anniversary of the NPA prompted requests for a review of its history, development and prospects. The requests came from various organizations in the Philippines and abroad interested in the key role of the NPA in people’s war and in its necessary relations with the CPP, the mass organizations and the organs of political power.

My valedictory address at the ILPS Sixth International Assembly and certain articles take up the major events and issues abroad about the worsening crisis of the world capitalist system and the resistance of the people to imperialist plunder, state terrorism and the wars of aggression. I welcome the spread and intensification of the various forms of anti-imperialist and democratic struggles.

I estimate that in the underdeveloped countries, where there is still a significant proportion of peasant masses, the people’s war can arise and develop in stages in the countryside in concert with the urban-based mass movements. And in the industrial capitalist countries, armed insurrection can break out of general strikes of workers and the general populace.

Part II of the book includes the timely statements and interviews that I did on Philippine and global issues. The preponderance of content against the de facto Duterte fascist dictatorship is necessitated by the escalation of oppression and exploitation and reflects the intensity of the Filipino people’s revolutionary struggle for national and social liberation.As the NDFP chief political consultant, I am privileged to know closely the abrupt swings of the Duterte regime from pretenses for peace negotiations to calls for bloodbath and back. It has been my duty to advice the NDFP negotiating panel and to engage in tit-for-tat struggle with the tyrant Duterte and his main adjutants.

The servile connections of the Duterte regime to both US and Chinese imperialism are exposed. The regime keeps the patronage of US imperialism by pledging to destroy the revolutionary movement and to change the 1987 constitution in order to remove the restrictions on foreign ownership of land and all businesses. At the same time, the ruling clique takes bribes from high-interest loans and overpriced infrastructure projects in official transaction with China as well as from collaboration with Chinese criminal triads in the smuggling of illegal drugs, rice and other goods.

The Duterte regime’s gross and systematic crimes of treason, tyranny, mass murder, corruption and deception have outraged the broad masses of the people and have driven them to wage all forms of resistance. The main thrust of the book is to amplify the struggles of the proletariat and people against imperialism and reaction in the Philippines. It is likewise done in my statements of solidarity for those oppressed and exploited in other countries.

Part III of the book contains messages and letters which are addressed to revolutionary movements and anti-imperialist and demo- cratic organizations of various types in connection with the injustices that they confront and the current struggles that they must wage. I offer the highest honor and respect to the revolutionary heroes and martyrs. 

a number of comrades who rendered revolutionary service to the people and departed in 2019.

The book unfolds the intolerable conditions that the Filipino and other peoples suffer, underscores the crying need for their resistance and points to the socialist direction that the revolutionary struggles against imperialism are taking.

The intensifying anti-imperialist and democratic struggles of the people are a response to the escalating oppression and exploitation unleashed by the world capitalist system and national ruling systems. The frequent and worsening crisis of overproduction and abuse of monopoly finance capital are sharpening the class struggle and inciting the proletariat and people to take the revolutionary road to socialism. The financial crash of 2008 brought forth an economic and social crisis that has become aggravated every year. The world wide mass protests and other militant mass actions of 2019, directed in common mainly against neoliberalism and fascism, are harbingers of more and greater struggles to challenge the world capitalist system and make way for revolutionary change.

The imperialist powers and their reactionary agents seek by force and deceit to install or perpetuate regimes of unbridled greed by unleashing state terrorism and wars of aggression. But these monstrous crimes arouse the people to organize revolutionary forces and wage struggles against counterrevolutionary states. They expose the decadent and moribund character of monopoly capitalism and the world capitalist system.

The world capitalist system is being rent asunder not only by the resistance of the proletariat and the broad masses of the people in various parts of the world but also by the sharpening contradictions among the imperialist powers themselves. The US and China are now the most conspicuous of the imperialist powers in a struggle to redivide the world and gain hegemony.

The people’s democratic revolution through protracted people’s war in the Philippines continues to grow in strength and advance precisely because of the escalating oppression and exploitation inflicted on the people by the traitorous, tyrannical, genocidal, corrupt and mendacious Duterte regime.

With utmost wisdom and courage, the Communist Party of the Philippines is leading the Filipino people’s revolutionary struggle for national and social liberation. This contributes to as well as benefits from the strengthening of the anti-imperialist and democratic struggles in various countries and to the resurgence of the world proletarian revolution. 





Jose Maria Sison

Utrecht, The Netherlands

January 15, 2020



Editor's Note

As indicated by the Author's Preface above, this volume was ready for publication in the first quarter of 2020 but was overtaken by the lockdowns due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The one-year delay in publication puts the volume in close proximity with the publication of the author's volume of writings for 2020. Thus, readers have a full vantage and rich background for comprehending the expected crisis, turmoil and struggles between the oppressed and exploited; and their oppressors and exploiters in 2021 and thereafter.
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I. Articles and Speeches
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People’s Expectations in 2019

January 1, 2019

The Filipino people expect that this year, 2019, the socioeconomic and political crisis of the ruling system will worsen and that the Duterte regime will not solve or soften but will even aggravate the crisis by imposing heavier taxes and causing the prices of basic goods and services to rise further and to use the tax revenues and public debt to feed bureaucratic corruption and raise spending for the military and police in order to carry out his terrorist all-out war aimed at suppressing the revolutionary movement of the people.

Within the year, the Duterte regime will further inflict grave social and economic suffering on the people and unleash mass murder and other human rights violations in a futile attempt to destroy the armed revolutionary movement and intimidate the people. The state terrorism will victimize not only the toiling masses of the people but also the middle social strata and even those in the upper classes who do not belong to the small and narrow ruling clique of Duterte.

Duterte is hellbent on imposing on the people a fascist dictatorship á la Marcos by using de facto or proclaimed martial law nationwide in the name of anti-terrorism in order to ensure control of the results of the May elections (if still to be held) and the railroading of charter change for a bogus kind of federalism in which the fascist dictator centralizes powers in his hands and handpicks his regional and provincial agents among the local dynasties and warlords.

Duterte is not interested in serious peace negotiations to address the roots of the armed conflict and make comprehensive agreements on social, economic and political reforms in order to lay the basis for a just and lasting peace. He has issued proclamations and executive orders in order to terminate and further render serious peace nego tiations impossible. What he is open to is merely the surrender and pacification of the revolutionary movement of the people.

In view of the foregoing, what are the expectations of the people from the various revolutionary forces? The answer comes from the revolutionary publications that disseminate the decisions and plans of the leading organs of the revolutionary forces in the Philippines.


	The Communist Party of the Philippines will perform its overall leading role in the people’s democratic revolution promptly, cor- rectly and clearly. It will base its plans and directives on the strength accumulated in 50 years of revolutionary struggle and the current circumstances and demands of the people. It will carry out the tasks to further strengthen and advance the Party and the revolutionary movement of the people.

	The New People’s Army(NPA) will intensify its tactical offensives to defeat the campaign of the enemy to destroy it while carrying out agrarian revolution and mass work. The successful NPA offensives in guerrilla warfare based on an expanding and deepening mass base will serve to strengthen the revolutionary movement by seizing arms from the enemy forces and will expose the lies of the enemy which misrepresent the character and status of the people’s army and seek to mislead the people. The intensified offensives are meant to develop a fully armed company per guerrilla front and fulfil the maturation of the strategic defensive and proceed to the strategic stalemate in a few years’ time.

	The various types of mass organizations will be expanded as the source of strength of the CPP, NPA and the people’s democratic government. The rural based mass organizations are urgently needed  as direct support to the people’s democratic government and to the entire armed revolutionary process. The members of the mass organi- zations qualify as members of the local organs of political power, the people’s militia and self-defense units.

	The people’s democratic government will be strengthened at all possible levels in order to take charge of administration and other social functions for the benefit of the people, such as land reform, public education, production, health and sanitation, cultural work, defense, arbitration and people’s court, environmental protection and disaster relief. The people’s government will support and facilitate the mobility and tactical offensives of the people’s army.

	The National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP will further strengthen itself as the most consolidated realization of the national united front but will be able to cooperate with all possible allies within the broad united front in order to isolate and oust the Duterte regime from power. The NDFP is authorized to be open to peace negotiations with the current and prospective regimes of the reactionary government but its principal work now is to work for the ouster of the Duterte regime.



We expect that the Filipino people and their revolutionary forces will win ever greater victories in the next year and thereafter. The accumulated victories of their struggle in the 50 years since the found- ing of the Party under the guidance of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism ought to inspire them to confront and defeat the Duterte regime and make further advances in the struggle against the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system.
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Role of Overseas BAYAN Chapters
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in the National Democratic Movement

Message to BAYAN-Canada General Assembly

January 19, 2019

Warmest greetings of solidarity to BAYAN-Canada! I am pleased and honored to be invited to speak to your General Assembly on the role of overseas BAYAN chapters. This is an important subject to dis- cuss among those interested in BAYAN and the national democratic movement of the Filipino people.

BAYAN is a major member organization of the International League of Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS) of which I am the Chairperson. However, I am not authorized to speak on its behalf. I can talk about its international workings only as an observer and admirer.

BAYAN is the most important legal multisectoral alliance of patriotic and progressive forces in the Philippines. It combines the organizations of the toiling masses of workers and peasants, urban petty bourgeoisie and middle bourgeoisie, the women, youth, professionals, religious and other sectors.

It takes up a wide range of concerns, including national sovereignty, democratic rights, economic development, social justice, patriotic culture and so on. It is such a highly developed comprehensive alliance of mass organizations that it represents in all the ILPS commissions on 18 concerns.

It is the strongest urban-based political formation seeking to transform the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system into a truly national and democratic system. It has proven its might in opposing the Marcos fascist dictatorship and all the succeeding pseudo-democratic regime and now the tyrannical, brutal and corrupt Duterte regime.

[image: image]The overseas chapters of BAYAN play an important role by being a necessary part of BAYAN. They provide BAYAN-Philippines an indispensable international dimension. They serve to reach and engage the 10 to 12 million Filipinos abroad. These compatriots comprise more than 10 percent  of the Philippine population and more than 25 percent of its labor force.

The overseas chapters arouse, organize and mobilize the overseas Filipinos in order to uphold, defend and promote their rights in relation to the conditions in their host countries and at the same time to con- tinue being in touch with the motherland and to contribute what they can to the Filipino people’s struggle for national and social liberation through the national democratic movement.

To arouse the overseas Filipinos in various host countries, BAYAN chapters provide the most useful and meaningful information and education about the Philippine situation, the needs and  demands  of the people and the status and prospects of the people’s struggle for national and social liberation against foreign domination and the local exploiting classes of big compradors, landlords and bureaucrat capitalists.

To organize the overseas Filipinos, BAYAN chapters build their countrywide chapter committees and the organizations of various sectors, such as those of the migrant workers (Migrante), women (Gabriela), youth (Anakbayan), various types of professionals and various types of concerns, especially human rights. Each organization connect to its counterpart in the Philippines through the countrywide BAYAN committee as well as directly.

To mobilize the masses of Filipinos in various host countries, BAYAN chapters abroad plan and carry out campaigns and activities in order to stand for the rights and welfare of the members of various organi- zations and the Filipinos abroad in general and to extend moral and material support to the people in the motherland in their struggle for national and social liberation through concrete programs and projects. BAYAN chapters abroad are not  limited  to  arousing,  organizing and mobilizing only the Filipinos abroad. They establish relations of friendship, solidarity and cooperation with the host peoples and other migrant peoples directly and through their organizations, parties and

institutions.

Through solidarity and cooperation on various issues of common interests, all peoples of various nationalities in the host country can gain strength and improve their conditions in the workplace, institu- tions and communities. All of them need to stand up against the ultra- reactionary currents of fascism, chauvinism, racism, sexism and the like which arise in the crisis-stricken world capitalist system. 

For the sake of advancing the national democratic movement in the Philippines as well as the just movements of other peoples, BAYAN chapters abroad develop the mutual interest and the means for cultural exchanges and exchange of visits between the people in the Philippines and the host countries.

Friendly visits, study tours or research, internship and integration programs have proven to be the most effective in promoting close relations between peoples and in developing the solidarity activists.

It is certainly helpful to the national democratic movement of the Filipino people that BAYAN chapters abroad encourage the organizations of other peoples to join international organizations like the International League of Peoples’ Struggle and other international organizations and conferences focused on certain concerns, in which they can cooperate with Filipino organizations in a wider context.

I have come full circle by once more mentioning BAYAN in connection with the ILPS. I have tried to present what I think are the most important tasks that BAYAN chapters abroad do to fulfil their duty of serving overseas Filipinos and the national democratic movement. You have all the leeway to consider and improve on what I have presented.
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Prospects and Challenges of the People’s Struggle
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against the US-Duterte Regime2

February 8, 2019

I thank BAYAN and the International Network for Philippine Studies for organizing this book launch. I also thank the distinguished reviewers and all of you for coming to this gathering. I am elated and honored that my four most recent volumes are being launched at the same time on this occasion.

The book titles are: Combat Neoliberal Globalization, Struggle Against Imperialist Plunder and War, Strengthen the People’s Struggle Against Imperialism and Reaction and People’s Resistance to Greed and Terror.

The first three titles belong to the 5 -volume series, People’s Struggles Against Oppression and Exploitation, Selected Writings 2009-2015. And the fourth book is autonomous and covers the last six months of the Aquino regime and the first six months of the Duterte regime in 2016.

These books have accumulated during the last two years without the benefit of a launch because, as I understand, we have been preoccupied with arousing, organizing and mobilizing the people against the US-Duterte regime. Now we are pausing for this book launch before we plunge deeper into mass work and mobilize more people to engage in mass protest actions to oust the US-Duterte regime. I assume of course that you would have periods of rest to read and study the books.


I.  Prospects of the people’s struggle



After the full restoration of capitalism in revisionist-ruled countries in the years 1989-1991, US imperialism and all its followers were jubilant and concluded that history cannot go beyond capitalism and liberal democracy, that neocolonialism and neoliberalism would prevail without challenge and that the US would remain the sole superpower.

With overweening arrogance, the US proceeded to give economic

and trade concessions to China to hasten its integration in the world capitalist system and to launch a series of costly wars of aggression, thus accelerating the strategic US decline.

The increase in the number of imperialist powers, which now include China and Russia, has led to a multipolar world and to more intense inter-imperialist contradictions, which have been so conspicuous since the big economic and financial crisis of 2008. The worsening of the crisis of the world capitalist system has accelerated. This crisis inflicts more suffering on the proletariat and people of the world and drives them to resist imperialism and all reaction.

Meanwhile, in the Philippines, the chronic crisis of the semicolonial and semifeudal system has worsened under the weight of foreign monopoly capitalism, domestic feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. The ruling system has become so rotten that the factional rows and confusion among oligarchs have allowed Duterte to become president. His election to the presidency in 2016 is a stark manifestation of how far the ruling system has become rotten. We are once more confronted with a tyrant who idolizes and apes the fascist dictator Marcos.

By all indications, the tyrannical US-Duterte regime is hell-bent on imposing a full-blown fascist dictatorship on the Filipino people by proclaiming martial law nationwide, scrapping or rigging the May 2019 elections and railroading charter change to a bogus kind of federalism in which the omnipotent fascist dictator is at the peak of a highly centralized hierarchy of dynasties, warlords, corrupt bureaucrats, drug lords and corrupt military officers.

Duterte has rolled out the following measures of state terrorism to achieve his objective: the propagation of the notion that the illegal drug trade and other social problems can be solved through extrajudicial kill- ings, the anticommunist witch hunt against the legal democratic forces and social activists, the increasing harassment, arrest and murder  of activists, Tokhang-type mass murders of the urban poor, workers, peasants and indigenous people, and the planting of evidence, fake surrenders and fake encounters to frame up the victims and enable military and police officers to collect cash rewards.

To achieve his objective of imposing a fascist dictatorship on the people, Duterte has deliberately and systematically engaged in mass intimidation and mass murder and viciously slandered the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and the New People’s Army (NPA) to make them his scapegoats for proclaiming martial law in Mindanao and prospectively nationwide. Thus he is not at all interested in peace negotiations between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP). He needs to escalate the armed conflict to justify and accomplish his evil objective.

In response, the NDFP has consistently expressed its desire for the resumption of the peace negotiations in order to stress the point that it is Duterte who has terminated the peace negotiations and it is the NDFP which is desirous of a just and lasting peace through basic social, economic and political reforms and that it is the GRP and Duterte himself that want to continue the civil war in order to preserve the ruling system and to subject the people to worse forms of oppression and exploitation.

The obsession of the US-Duterte regime is to wage all-out war against the people under “Oplan Kapayapaan.” Whenever it pretends to be for peace negotiations, it means negotiations for the surrender of the revolutionary movement either through localized talks or bilateral talks of the GRP and the NDFP negotiating panels in the Philippines under the control, surveillance and manipulation of the regime. There is therefore no choice for the Filipino people and the revolutionary forces but to persevere in the armed revolution for national and social liberation.


II.  Challenges to the people’s struggle



The US-Duterte regime is seeking to destroy the people’s democratic revolution at a time when the revolutionary forces, especially the CPP, NPA and the NDFP have gained strength nationwide among the toiling masses after more than 50 years of continuous revolution- ary struggle. The revolutionary movement is well-experienced and is ready to frustrate and cause the soonest possible ouster of the regime. We are challenged today by a  regime  whose  chieftain  exposes and aggravates all the decadent and despicable features of the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system. He boasts of state terror- ism and mass murder of suspects, puppetry to the imperialist powers, open contempt for the toiling masses, hostility to Christians, misogyny and brazen mendacious self-contradictions. He is crazed by power and drugs. He acts as if the people can never act against him.  

His government is bankrupt and he resorts to heavier taxation and bigger foreign borrowing to feed the appetite of his fellow corrupt politicians, bloat expenditures for the military and police at the expense of public education, health and other social services, engage in over- priced and graft-laden infrastructure projects, widen the budgetary and trade deficits and amortize the growing accumulated public debt. He seems not to realize that the broad masses of the people detest him for violating human rights, causing the prices of basic commodities and services to soar, engaging in corruption of unprecedented scale (theft of 565 billion pesos of public funds in a matter of two years) and treasonously selling out the sovereign rights over the West Philippine

Sea and the national patrimony to all the imperialist powers.

The people and their armed revolutionary forces are intensifying their efforts to build their strength and defeat the armed minions of the US-Duterte regime. The CPP, NPA and NDFP, the mass organizations and the people’s government are thriving in the countryside. Despite its all-out war, the US-Duterte regime has not been able to destroy a single guerrilla front, not even in Mindanao where 75% of the maneuver battalions of the reactionary state have been concentrated.

It is possible to oust the US-Duterte regime by intensifying the protest actions of the legal mass movement of the people under the policy of broad united front and by encouraging the relatively patriotic and democratic-minded sections of the reactionary military and police to withdraw support from the regime as in the overthrow of the Marcos fascist dictatorship in 1986 and the corrupt Estrada regime in 2001.

As soon as the hundreds of thousands of people appear on the streets of Metro Manila and millions nationwide, the reactionary armed forces and police will find it futile to oppose the sovereign will of the people. The biggest challenge to the Filipino people and all patriotic and progressive forces is to rise up soon and oust the US-Duterte regime.

The ouster of Duterte will not yet end the ruling system but the national democratic movement will become stronger and  will  be  in a better position to cause a fundamental transformation of the ruling system through the needed basic social, economic and political reforms. The way will be open to further advance the people’s democratic revolution.

If for any reason, internal or external, to the broad united front and the legal mass movement, Duterte manages to stay longer in power, he will cause the ruling system to rot further and gain further the wrath of the people and generate the conditions for the people to overcome any obstacle to the process of ousting him.

It is obvious that time is running against him because of his   advanced deteriorating physical and mental health and the worsening crisis of the ruling system. All his violent attempts to prolong himself in power will only generate more favorable conditions for the rise of various forms of mass struggle, especially for the people’s war for national and social liberation.


Long live the national democratic movement! Long live the Philippine revolution!

Long live the Filipino people!



  
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The Role of the Communist International in the Formation of the Communist Party of the Philippine Islands (1930)
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March 1, 2009

We joyously celebrate this year the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the Third International or the Communist International (Comintern) by its First Congress in Moscow on 2-6 March 1919. The Comintern succeeded in encouraging the formation and development of Communist Parties in many countries and in advancing the world proletarian revolution. It has had far-reaching revolutionary influence and consequences beyond its 1943 dissolution.

The Comintern was the logical and necessary outcome of the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution, which made Russia the center of the world proletarian revolution. It was in clear repudiation of the bankrupt opportunist and revisionist line of the Second International, which had turned the social democrats into social- chauvinist and social-pacifist subalterns of imperialism in capitalist exploitation, colonialism and waging aggressive war.

Even as the Bolsheviks were under the pressure of the Civil War and the foreign interventionist war of the Entente powers, Lenin saw the necessity of founding the Communist International in order to promote the proletarian revolution, especially in Germany and other European countries exhausted by World War I and disgusted with their rulers. He was motivated by the spirit of proletarian internationalism and he calculated that further revolutions in Europe would be helpful to the survival of the Soviet Union.

Concurrently, he recognized the revolutionary potential of the work- ing peoples in the colonies in the East as the imperialist system was breaking down. It was the duty of the Soviet people to themselves and to other peoples to advance the world proletarian revolution. When the revolutionary flow in Europe ebbed, the revolutions of the East were bursting out, especially in neighboring China.  

I. The Communist International vis-à-vis the colonies like the Philippines

The program of the Comintern optimistically declared that the imperialist system was breaking down and that there was ferment in the colonies, among the former dependent small nations, insurrections of the proletariat, victorious proletarian revolutions in some countries, dissolution of imperialist armies, complete incapacity of the ruling classes to guide the destinies of the people. The program expected the working class to create genuine order–a communist order–by destroying the rule of capital, making war impossible, abolishing state frontiers, changing the entire world into one cooperative community, and realizing the brotherhood and freedom of the peoples.

The great Lenin challenged the delegates to the Congress of Communist Organizations of the Peoples of the East in Baku on November 22, 1919: “You are representatives of communist organizations and communist parties of various Eastern peoples. I must say that the Russian Bolsheviks succeeded in forcing a breach in the old imperialism, in undertaking the exceedingly difficult, but also exceedingly noble, task of blazing new paths of revolution, whereas you the representatives of the working people of the East have before you a task that is still greater and newer. ... 

The period of awakening of the East in the contemporary revolution is being succeeded by a period in which all the Eastern peoples will participate in deciding the destiny of the whole world, so as not to be simply an object of the enrichment of others. The peoples of the East are becoming alive to the need for practical action, for every nation to take part in shaping the destiny  of all mankind.”

In his “Draft Theses on the National and Colonial Questions” for the Second Congress of the Comintern on June 5, 1920, Lenin declared: “...the Communist International’s entire policy on the national and colonial questions should rest primarily on a closer union of the proletarians and the working masses of all nations and countries for a joint revolutionary struggle to overthrow the landowners and the bourgeoisie. This union alone will guarantee victory over capitalism, without which the abolition of national oppression and inequality is impossible.”

Lenin further wrote, “With regard to the more backward states and nations, in which feudal or patriarchal-peasant relations predominate, it is particularly important to bear in mind: first, that all Communist parties must assist the bourgeois-democratic liberation movement in these countries, and that the duty of rendering the most active assistance rests primarily with the workers of the country the backward nation is colonially or financially dependent on”.

In the “Theses on the National and Colonial Questions” it adopted in July 1920 during its Second Congress, the Comintern proclaimed: “All communist parties must support by action the national-revolutionary movements in colonial countries. The form which this support should take should be discussed with the communist party of the country in question, if there is one. This obligation refers in the first place to the active support of the workers in that country on which the backward nation is financially, or as a colony, dependent.” The Program of the Comintern would subsequently include the following: “The Communist Parties in the imperialist countries must render systematic aid to the colonial revolutionary movement, and to the movement of oppressed nationalities generally.”

In its 5th Plenum in April 1925, the Comintern approved its first resolution on the Philippines. This urged the American communists to support the national liberation movement in the Philippines and to encourage the formation of a Communist Party from the revolutionized trade union and peasant movement as well as that of a national-revolutionary mass party from all groups actively campaigning for national independence. Through the Communist Party of the USA (then known as the Workers Communist Party up to 1930), the Comintern would take the task of encouraging and assisting the organization of the communist party in the Philippines.

The Filipino workers themselves would have to organize their own party, taking into account objective conditions and subjective capabilities. Since its Second Congress in 1920, the Comintern had adopted the terms of admission which required that all decisions of the Comintern are binding on all affiliated parties but at the same time enjoined itself and its Executive Committee to take into account the diversity of conditions in which the various parties have to fight and work and to adopt decisions binding only on matters in which such decisions were possible.

II. Initial contacts with the Comintern and American communists

The Comintern established a number of revolutionary organizations of working people. These included the Red International of Labor Unions (RILU or its Russian abbreviation Profintern) which was organized in 1921 and the Peasants’ International (or Krestintern) in 1923. Subsequently, subsidiary offices of these were established in China in order to cover the Far East and Pacific area.

Under the auspices of the RILU, the Conference of the Pacific (Oriental) Transport Workers was held in Canton, China on June 18-24, 1924. Five Filipino delegates were able to attend. To enable them to attend, the American Communist named Alfred Wagenknecht (otherwise known by his alternate names as William Elliot or Mateus Girunas) brought the invitation to the Philippines, made a survey of the labor organizations and arranged the trip of the chosen delegates who accompanied him to Canton.

The delegates came from various Philippine trade unions. They were able to meet and discuss with labor leaders from China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Australia, USA, England, France and USSR. They were also able to bring home a resolution of the conference calling for the immediate independence of the Philippines from US colonial rule and another resolution urging the Asian workers and peasants to organize unions and struggle against imperialism and the local exploiters. Upon their return home, they were enthusiastic and formed a “Bolshevik secretariat” to issue a secret periodical.

The communication links with Comintern organizations, the flow of publications from the Communist International and consultations with visiting American, Chinese and Indonesian communists had begun and eventually helped to stimulate a leftward trend in the Philippine labor movement, amidst the worsening social conditions and upsurge of anti-imperialist and class struggles.

From 1924 to 1928, cadres of the CPUSA (known up to 1925 as  the Workers Party of America and then as the Workers Communist Party), who were linked to the China-based RILU Pan-Pacific branch, visited the Philippines and interacted with Filipino labor leaders. They included Harrison George (who represented the union of the US railroad workers) and Earl Browder before he became the secretary of the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat (PPTUS). They represented the CPUSA-led US Trade Union Educational League (TUEL) in the RILU’s Pan-Pacific branch, located at different times in Canton, Hankow and Shanghai.

A permanent Pan Pacific Trade Union Secretariat (PPTUS) was established. On behalf of American workers, Harrison George pushed a resolution expressing solidarity with the workers and peasants in the Philippines and support for their struggles for national freedom and emancipation from exploitation. In its 15th convention on  June 30 to July 1, 1927, the Congreso Obrero de Filipinas (COF) declared its adherence to the PPTUS and pledged efforts towards the realization of the Program adopted in the Hankow conference. The COF and the Kalipunang Pambansa ng mga Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KPMP, National Federation of Peasants of the Philippines) affiliated with the PPTUS. The KPMP also started to communicate with the Peasants’ International (Krestintern).

III,  Evangelista’s visit to Moscow and Filipino workers as students

In March 1928 the RILU invited Crisanto Evangelista and Cirilo Bognot of the COF to attend the 4th congress of RILU in Moscow. At the same time, the Peasant International also invited Jacinto Manahan of the KPMP to attend its conference. They passed through Shanghai in February to consult with Earl Browder and other PPTUS cadres. Evangelista and Manahan stayed for three months in Moscow. They had lengthy discussions with the Political Secretariat of the Comintern on the question of organizing the vanguard working class party in the Philippines.

The Secretariat adopted a resolution on April 20, 1928, “The Main Tasks of the Communists in the Philippines.” It put forward the following: “the primary and necessary condition for the establishment of a communist party is the formation of an initiating communist group that has educated itself in the revolutionary spirit of Marxism-Leninism, that has studied the principal lessons of the experiences of the international communist movement, that has learned how to apply that experience to the particular conditions of the working class movement in the Philippines, and that can undertake to transform gradually the Labor Party (Partido Obrero) into a party of the masses, into an effective communist party.”

Evangelista proposed the sending of Filipino workers to study in Moscow in April 1928. He visited the Communist University of the toilers of the East and talked with the director and educational coordinators of the Profintern and Krestintern. Earlier in October 1927, after his visit to the Philippines in September, Harrison George had already recommended that the Comintern invite six Filipinos every year to study in Moscow at the communist university.

Upon his return to the Philippines, Evangelista arranged for three young workers to study in Moscow. They studied at the Communist University of the Toilers of the East. This was a special secondary school for students from Asia, preliminary to admission to the higher institute Lenin School. The schoolmates of the Filipinos were from China, Indochina, Mongolia, Korea, India, Indonesia and the autonomous Soviet Asian republics in the Caucasus and Siberia. The biggest number of non-Soviet students were the Chinese.

The subjects in the university included dialectical and historical materialism, political economy, world history, history of the labor movement, natural sciences, physics and mathematics. They had rudimentary military training and educational tours. Their teachers were English speaking Soviet professors and an American communist cadre in the Comintern, Eugene Dennis, who gave lectures on trade unionism. He would later travel to the Philippines under the name of Tim Ryan.

One of the young Filipino workers finished the full course of three years and joined the KOMSOMOL or Young Communist League of the USSR. The American communist cadre Sam Darcy assigned to the Comintern gave him briefings on Party work. Upon his return to the Philippines in November 1931, he became active in the work of Party education. Another young Filipino worker who finished only two years of the course, returned earlier to the Philippines and became a delegate to the First Congress of the CPP on May 30, 1931.

In June 1929 two more Filipino workers were sent to Moscow to study at the Communist University of the Toilers of the East. One of them, Emilio Maclang, finished the three-year course and stayed on for one more year to translate texts and documents into the Philippine national language. Upon return to the Philippines in 1933, he was chosen as the head of the second line of leadership. He became the underground secretary of the CPP as soon as the open leaders of the CPP were imprisoned and banished in 1931.

American communist cadres appeared prominently as the most helpful to the Filipino cadres in the formation of the CPP. But comrades of other nationalities, especially the Chinese were also helpful, especially because they had their own labor and youth organizations in the Philippines. The Philippine branch of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) was established in the early 1920s, much ahead of the establishment of the Communist Party of the Philippine Islands (CPPI). “Comrade C” who led the aforesaid branch was a longtime close comrade of Crisanto Evangelista in the trade union movement.

The Chinese communists organized the Philippine Chinese Labor Federation (PCLF). This had close ties with the COF and the Partido Obrero. In October 1929 the Chinese Communist Party and its Young Communist League decided that the Chinese communists should assist the efforts of Partido Obrero in forming the Communist Party of the Philippine Islands (PCCI). At the same time, the contacts of  the PCLF with the Profintern were coursed through the leadership  of the Partido Obrero. When the PPTUS transferred from China to Vladivostok, the PCLF continued to receive Chinese language publications through Partido Obrero.

IV.  The founding of the Communist Party of the Philippine Islands

In the year before the establishment of the Communist Party of the Philippine Islands (CPPI), the Great Depression engulfed the world capitalist system. The economic and social conditions deteriorated rapidly. The toiling masses of workers and peasants were restive. Workers’ strikes and peasant uprisings spread. There was widespread clamor for national independence against the US colonial regime and class struggle intensified against the local comprador big bourgeois and the landlord classes. The objective conditions were rife for establishing the CPPI.

Twenty-seven out of the 35 labor federations and associations in the COF broke away to form the Katipunan ng mga Anakpawis ng Pilipinas (KAP, Proletarian Labor Congress of the Philippines). The KAP and the Kalipunang Pambansa ng mga Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KPMP, National Federation of Peasants in the Philippines) became the organized mass base of the prospective CPPI. The PPTUS recognized the KAP as the legitimate representative of the organized workers in the Philippines. The CPUSA-led Trade Union Unity League (TUUL) reserved a seat in its National Executive Committee for a KAP representative by way of honoring the KAP.

After the formation of the KAP, the Committee for a Vanguard Workers’ Party was set up in order to recruit the initial communist members. By June 1930, there were 96 of them. Fifty percent were industrial workers, 25% peasants and 25% handicraft workers and office clerks. Most were recruited from the KAP unions. At about this time, 60 Chinese communists from the PCLF and YCL were ready to join the CPPI but retained their autonomous all-Chinese nuclei.

A convention organized the party on August 26, 1930 and elected the First Central Committee, with 35 members. The Political Bureau was composed of Crisanto Evangelista, Antonino D. Ora, Jacinto G. Manahan, Juan N. Feleo, Felix Caguin Urbano Arcega and the Chinese “Comrade C.” It elected Evangelista as general secretary and Antonino

D. Ora as chairman. Subsequently, the party was formally launched at a public rally on November 7, 1930, to mark the anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution. During the rally, 3,000 of the 6,000 attending masses of workers and peasants filled up the forms to apply for party membership.

Among the aims of the CPP were the following: to struggle for the immediate, complete and absolute independence of the Philippines, to fight for the overthrow of American imperialism that dominates the Philippines, to struggle against the exploitation of the masses and to defend their liberties, to struggle for the overthrow of the capitalist system, to strengthen the unity of the labor movement and in particular the unity of the workers and peasants; to struggle against reformism and opportunism in the labor movement, to establish a Soviet or communist form of government under the authority and direction of the masses; and to unite with the revolutionary movement internationally, including the Soviet Union and liberation movements in the colonies. Unlike other communist parties in East Asia, the CPPI was established legally and openly, despite its proclaimed aim of overthrowing US imperialism and the capitalist system. It was therefore vulnerable to illegalization a few months after its establishment. The US colonial authorities conducted close surveillance on and disrupted the legal mass actions of the newly-founded party in 1931. They made a mass arrest of the leaders of the CPPI and the delegates to the First Congress of the Party. They filed charges of sedition and illegal association against the party leaders, who were subsequently sentenced to imprisonment and exile in 1933 after a series of court appeals.

V. CPPI Founding Congress

Soon after the founding of the CPPI, the Comintern sent the American communist Eugene Dennis (Tim Ryan)  to the Philippines  in order to inquire into and report on the Party’s situation and make recommendations. He reported that the CPPI had considerably broad influence and that its crystallization was of tremendous significance to the workers and peasants and  to  the revolutionary movement as a whole and laid the basis for the rapid development of the national liberation movement under proletarian class leadership. But he also found out that the party was lagging far seriously behind in the development of the strike movement among the workers (with only a few of the strikes led by the CPPI) and in organizing the growing mass discontent of the peasantry.

Following the recommendations of Dennis in his “The Present Situation in the Philippines and the Immediate Tasks of the Communist Party,” the Comintern advised the CPPI to hold the First Party Congress within six months and to make intensive preparations for it at lower levels of the party, including discussion of a draft program. The party was warned that its legal existence would be of short duration because US finance capital was preparing to suppress the party. It was therefore advised to build an underground apparatus that was not isolated from the masses but still linked to them through mass organizations and mass struggles.

The CPPI took the Comintern advice and held its First Congress on May 30, 1931. The 400 delegates were very representative of the toiling masses. The resolutions tackled the political and organizational problems in line with Comintern recommendations. The spirit of proletarian internationalism was manifested by resolutions in solidarity with the Chinese workers and in support of the Soviet Union and by decisions strengthening ties between KAP and the PPTUS as well as with the Trade Union Unity League led by the CPUSA. The Congress passed a resolution formally applying for affiliation to the Comintern. The CPPI received a reply dated September 7, 1931, with the follow- ing content:

“The Executive Committee of the Communist International greets the formation of the CPPI and approves the decision of the 1st Congress of the CPPI in May 1931 to request affiliation to the CI. This decision will be presented to the 7th World Congress of the CI for confirmation.

“The establishment of a new sector of the CI in the Philippines reflects the rapid growth of the national revolutionary movement in the colonial countries. Moreover, it marks an historical turning point in the development of the Philippine revolution away from the treacherous path of national reformism and on to the road of organized revolutionary struggle under the banner of the Communist Party, the vanguard of the working class. It indicates the developing revolutionary upsurge in the Philippines and the political awakening of the Filipino proletariat and peasant masses. It expresses their determination to fight for a revolutionary way out of the capitalist crisis, for the complete and immediate emancipation of the Philippines from the rule of American imperialism and its native lackeys, and for the establishment of a workers’ and peasants’ government.

The organized crystallization of the Communist movement in the Philippine Islands and its affiliation to the CI—the leader of the world organized revolution—further signifies coordination of the national liberation movement in the Philippines with the revolutionary struggle in other colonial and semicolonial countries and with the proletarian movement in the Soviet Union and in the capitalist countries, particularly in the United States; and represents the surest guarantee for the victorious carrying through of the anti-imperialist and agrarian revolution in the Philippines. Simultaneously, it strengthens the international fighting front of the workers and peasants and colonial slaves the world over, and expresses their growing confidence to struggle under the leadership of the CI which alone is able to help and guide them to victory in their fight for final liberation from the yoke of imperialism.”


VI.  Underground years of the CPPI, 1933 to 1937



Immediately after the US colonial authorities cracked down on it  in 1931, the CPPI membership of 2,000 abruptly shrank to only a few hundreds. It was a membership with a generally low level of ideological and political consciousness and with no experience and organizational preparation against repression. The CPPI leadership had not yet applied Marxism- Leninism comprehensively and profoundly on Philippine history and circumstances in order to define the character of Philippine society and the corresponding stage of the Philippine revolution, the friends and enemies of the revolution, the strategy and tactics, basic tasks and perspective of the revolution.

After serving their prison sentences, the CPPI leaders were banished to different provinces in the Philippines. They could have easily escaped their banishment and pursued the line of anti-imperialist and agrarian revolution. But they did not. They preferred to be where they were banished, although they continued their links with the CPPI underground.

As second line leader, Emilio Maclang who had studied in Moscow under the auspices of the Comintern took the place of Evangelista from 1933 to 1935. He could not stem the weakening of the CPPI organization. Rufino Tumanda replaced him as general secretary from 1935 to 1938. He had been a Filipino member of the CPUSA and had founded the Filipino Anti-Imperialist League in Brooklyn. He carried the endorsement of the CPUSA on a bilateral basis and within the Comintern framework. He could not stop the shrinkage of the CPPI membership to only 197 in 1938.

Although the party membership remained small, the active party members within the KAP and the KPMP had wide influence in Manila factories and certain Central Luzon towns, respectively. Also, the CPPI-led League for the Defense of Democracy had increasing influence among the urban petty bourgeois, especially the intelligentsia. Its core included a few university-based intellectuals as well as Filipino members of the CPUSA (Dr. Vicente Lava was a prominent example) who returned to the Philippines. The Popular Front was formed in 1936 as an anti-fascist united front. It gave the underground CPPI a relatively wider room for maneuver.

Despite being underground, the CPPI could dispatch a three-man delegation to the exceedingly important 7th World Congress of the Comintern in 1934, with the assistance of the CPUSA. Because the congress was postponed to 1935, they had the opportunity to study for a year at the Communist University of the Toilers of the East.

The 7th Comintern Congress of 1935 laid stress on developing a broad anti-fascist and anti-war united front of communist and non- communist forces and targeting fascist powers as the gravest dangers to humanity. The congress also approved the 1931 CPPI application for Comintern membership although conditionally due to the inability of the CPPI to station a leading cadre in the Moscow headquarters.

A batch of five Filipino young communists went to Moscow in 1935 via China and the Trans-Siberian Railway. They were escorted by CPUSA cadre Isabelle Auerbach, wife of the writer Sol Auerbach, otherwise well-known by his pen-name James S. Allen. The Filipinos were able to return in 1937 and 1938 via Western Europe and the United States. Further attempts of the CPPI to send Filipinos to Moscow through China and the Trans-Siberian Railway failed in 1936 and 1937 because of the full-scale war of aggression of Japan against China.

The CPPI had a highly creditable record of proletarian internationalism from the beginning. It supported the revolutionary movements of the Indonesian, Chinese, Indochinese, Malayan, Indian and other peoples against the colonial powers and their puppets. Filipino- Chinese communists belonging to the CPPI either supported the Chinese revolution from the Philippines or went to China to join the CCP and the people’s army. Filipino members of both the CPPI and the CPUSA joined the Abraham Lincoln Battalion to fight on the side of the Spanish republicans against the fascist forces of Franco in the Spanish civil war.

VIII. Legalization of the CPPI and the CP-SP Merger Party 

The CPUSA directed James S. Allen (Sol Auerbach) in 1936 to   go to the Philippines to promote among the Filipino communists the implementation of the anti-fascist popular front line of the 7th World Congress of the Comintern. It also mandated him to work for the release of the imprisoned and exiled CPPI leaders and the legalization of the CPPI and explore the merger of the CPPI and the Socialist Party led by Pedro Abad Santos. Allen traveled to the Philippines as a correspondent of the prestigious liberal US magazine, The Nation. He and his wife Isabelle Auerbach stayed in the country from August to November 1936.

They knew very well the underground CPPI general secretary Rufino Tumanda, who had been a CPUSA member in New York City. He arranged their meetings with Crisanto Evangelista, Guillermo Capadocia and Mariano Balgos in their places of exile. He eventually organized a  conference of  25  central cadres for briefing James

S. Allen and consulting with him about the situation, views and plans of the CPPI. He was also able to consult and develop close relations with Pedro Abad Santos, chairman of the Socialist Party, the Supreme

Bishop Gregorio Aglipay of the Philippine Independent Church and personalities in intellectual circles.

On September 20, 1936 the CPPI Central Committee issued a manifesto entitled, “Forward for the Formation of the Popular Front.” It called for an alliance of all labor, peasant and middle class organizations and political and social groups who were in opposition to the policies of the Commonwealth government, particularly the Quezon- Osmeña coalition and were willing to work for better social conditions and absolute national independence. It announced as the aim of the Popular Front “to save the Filipino people from the danger of imperialist war, dictatorship and fascism, to improve the conditions of the masses and obtain independence.”

On New Year’s Day of 1937, Quezon used his presidential powers to release the exiled CPPI leaders through conditional pardon. At first, they refused to accept the terms of release. But on October 16, 1937, they agreed to be released. Upon the request of the CPUSA, Quezon permitted Crisanto Evangelista to get medical treatment for tuberculosis in the Soviet Union, where he stayed for more than a year. Against the reality of US colonial rule, the CPPI Central Executive Committee issued a statement on September 7, 1937 declaring that the immediate recognition of Philippine independence would save the Philippines from possible invasion by Japan. The statement prompted James S. Allen to write a long letter to Socialist Party chairman Pedro Abad Santos to explain that the demand for immediate independence or US agreement to such a demand would be precisely the invitation to invasion by Japan. The letter served clear notice to the CPPI to direct its fire against the threat from Japanese fascism. Much earlier in 1936, in view of the impending Japanese attack on Indochina, the Communist Party of Indochina had withdrawn the demand for independence from France upon the advice of the French Communist Party

within the Comintern frame.

On August 18, 1938 James S. Allen was back in the Philippines to be present for consultations in the preparation and holding of important gatherings of the CPPI. The CPPI Central Committee held a meeting on August 28-30, 1938 to discuss and approve the two documents, “Memorandum on the Chief Tasks of the CPPI” and “Independence, Democracy and Peace.” The memorandum declared that the central task of the CPPI was to organize a national democratic front against Japanese militarist fascism as the main obstacle to the establishment of an independent democratic Republic of the Philippines and to ensure its security.

On October 29-31, 1938 the Third Congress of the CPPI was held, with the theme: For a National Democratic Front Against Reaction and Japanese Aggression, For Security, Democracy, Peace and Freedom! It marked the surfacing of the CPI from the underground to legality. The CPPI accepted the Commonwealth government, its constitution and the US promise of independence to be granted in 1946. The congress also served to merge the CPPI and the Socialist Party to become the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP). It approved a new party constitution and elected a new Central Committee, which in turn elected the Political Bureau. The highest party officials were Crisanto Evangelista as Chairman, Pedro Abad Santos as Vice Chairman and Guillermo Capadocia as General Secretary.

The threat of Japanese invasion was strongly discerned in the Philippines from 1938 onward. Japanese economic interests and pro-Japanese politicians, businessmen and organizations had become exceedingly conspicuous and alarming. Japanese aggression in China and against Indochina served as a forewarning to all Asian peoples. The Chinese residents in the Philippines were active in campaigning for support for China against Japanese fascism. The Spanish Civil War was also strongly felt in the Philippines as the Spanish super rich (Roxas, Soriano, Ayala, Zobel and Ortigas families) and the Spanish- dominated Dominican and other religious orders provocatively sided with the Franco falangistas and as the progressive forces and the people opposed them.

In less than two months before the Japanese invasion on December 8, 1941, the CPPI Central Committee called on its organized masses to prepare for armed resistance and appointed a second line of leader- ship headed by Dr. Vicente Lava to assume the leadership in case the first line of leadership would be eliminated by the Japanese invaders. Indeed, Chairman Evangelista, Vice Chairman Pedro Abad Santos and General Secretary Capadocia were soon captured in Manila by the Japanese fascists.

The People’s Army Against Japan (Hukbalahap) was founded only on March 29, 1942 and the plan for building the Barrio United Defense Corps was also laid out belatedly. The principal leaders of the CPPI did not heed much earlier the urging of “Comrade C” and other Chinese comrades in the Philippines to build the people’s army and incorporate the Chinese fighters, whose units would come to be known as the  Wa Chi. It would be in the course of fighting the Japanese occupation from 1942 to 1945 that the CPP would be able to develop armed revolutionary strength, carry out land reform, expand the mass base and establish local organs of political power.

The CPUSA disaffiliated from the Comintern in 1940 after the Voorhis Act was adopted by the US government, requiring the CPUSA to register with the office of the US Attorney General as a foreign agent of the Soviet Union seeking to overthrow the US government. The CPPI thereby lost its connection with the Comintern. On May 15, 1943, the Comintern adopted a resolution to dissolve itself because of the raging war conditions.

The final words of the resolution are the following: The Presidium of the Executive Committee of the Communist International being unable in the conditions of the world war to call a congress of the Communist International:

The Communist International, as the directing center of the international working class movement, is to be dissolved.

The sections of the Communist International are to be freed from the obligations of its rules and regulations and from the decisions of the congresses of the Communist International.

The Presidium calls on all supporters of the Communist International to concentrate their energies on wholehearted support for and active participation in the war of liberation waged by the peoples and states of the anti-Hitlerite coalition for the speediest defeat of the enemy of the working class–German fascism and its associates and vassals.“     
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Defend the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Struggle for Land and Independence
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Message of Solidarity to the International Meeting

of Indigenous Peoples of Guatemala and Latin America

March 15, 2019

As Chairperson of the International League of  Peoples’ Struggle,  I convey warmest greetings of solidarity from the  entire  ILPS  to all the delegates to the Encuentro Internacional de los Pueblos Originarios de Guatemala y America Latina (International Meeting of Indigenous Peoples of Guatemala and Latin America). We congratulate the Movimiento de Pueblos Indigenas por la Autodeterminacion  y Liberacion and the ILPS Guatemala Chapter for successfully organizing this meeting.

We agree wholeheartedly with the theme of the meeting, “Por la defensa de los derechos de los pueblos originarios y la lucha por la Tierra y la Independencia.” [For the defense of the rights of indigenous peoples and the struggle for Land and Independence.] This is a rallying call for all indigenous peoples and their organizations to unite in Guatemala and in the entire Latin America. You have a common cause in fighting for your rights, for land and for your independence.

You must have a strong united front and rise from the conditions of division that are always taken advantage of by imperialism and the reactionaries in adjacent dominant communities. We hope that your meeting today can strengthen the indigenous people’s movement in Guatemala and Latin America by sharing histories and struggles in defense of territories, sovereignty and independence.

You can have a common understanding of the history of the indigenous people’s movements in Guatemala and Latin America and you can share experiences in the struggles for the defense of land, water, territory, cultural heritage, and autonomy among the indigenous peoples of Guatemala, Latin America and other indigenous peoples of the world. 

You can discuss and have a common understanding of indigenous people’s rights. Thus, you can create a platform to introduce and learn more about the Indigenous Peoples’ Movement for Self-Determination and Liberation (IPMSDL) as a framework to establish a strategy and concrete program on advancing the indigenous people’s struggle for land, water, territory, sovereignty, and independence.

We wish you the utmost success in this gathering. May the IPMSDL serve as the model framework for bringing together the indigenous peoples in other countries and in all continents. We hope that you can promote and propagate on a global scale the unity and common cause that serve to strengthen your organizations in the struggle for national and social liberation and protecting the environment.

In concluding, we take this opportunity to invite all participating organizations in this meeting to send their respective delegates or observers to the Sixth International Assembly of the ILPS in Hong Kong on June 23-26, 2019. In this assembly, you can present the IPMSDL, especially to ILPS Commission No. 10 on Rights of indigenous peoples, oppressed nations and nationalities against chauvinism and racism. You can also network with organizations of indigenous peoples in various continents.

Long live the Movimiento de Pueblos Indigenas por la Autodeterminacion y Liberacion and the ILPS Guatemala Chapter!

Fight for the right to national self-determination and other rights and for land and for independence of the indigenous peoples!

Long live the Indigenous Peoples’ Movement for Self-Determination and Liberation!

  
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Report of the Chairperson to the ILPS International Coordinating Committee
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March 17, 2018.


	I made a report to the International Coordinating Group last September 17, 2017. Said report includes a list of my issuances since the ICC meeting of March 16-17, 2017. Thus, there is no need to repeat here the content of the report. My current report to the ICC covers the period from September 17, 2017 to the present.

	I issued the memorandum to all ILPS member-organizations, dated September 26, 2017, to inquire whether they could send delegations to the 6th International Assembly in Mexico. The overwhelming majority, especially those in the Asia-Pacific region (including South Asia) replied that they could not because they could not afford the plane fare.



As of September 18, 2017, 194 of our member-organizations come from the Asia Pacific region (including South Asia), 26 from the USA, 13 from Canada, 14 from Europe and 6 from Africa and West Asia (Middle East).

	At its October 10, 2017 meeting, the ICG decided to recommend to the ICC the postponement the 6th International Assembly from 2018 to 2019: to enable the majority of ILPS member-organizations based in Asia-Pacific and other global regions to send delegations to the 6th International Assembly; and give more time to all ILPS member- organizations to raise funds for their participation in the 6th IA.


The ICG recommended to ILPS member-organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean that the preparatory work already done for the 6th IA by the ILPS-Mexico chapter be used to hold a Latin America – Caribbean ILPS anti-imperialist conference in 2018.

The ICC held a one-hour special Skype conference at the time when a number of ICC members were gathered ASPAC-ILPS events on November 10-2017. The consensus was that the 6th IA would be held in Hong Kong. But the current ICC meeting still needs to firm up the venue.


	I explored the possibility of holding the 6th IA in Caracas, Venezuela or Pyongyang, DPRK through the appropriate channels and appropriate authorities. But current conditions involving sanctions and other pressures on them do not allow them to host the 6th IA. At any rate, ILPS delegations are welcome to fund their own way in order to attend major events in Venezuela and DPRK.

	I issued a memorandum dated December 16, 2016 to designate persons to certain positions and define their functions in the Utrecht- based administrative staff shared by the Chairperson and the General Secretary. This administrative staff has met to define functions further. Upon the recommendation of the Vice Chairperson for Internal Affairs, the Chairperson has also issued a memorandum dated January 23, 2018 amending the aforesaid memorandum and creating a Manila- based staff for the benefit of the General Secretary.

	In cooperation with PRISMM, I participated actively in the conceptualization, planning and implementation of the October Revolution Centennial Celebration (ORCC). I contributed papers to study conferences and seminars from the launch of the ORCC to its conclusion in Amsterdam on September 23-24, 2017. My papers are published in the ILPS website. There is a need for ILPS to subsidize the volumes resulting from the ORCC.

	At the concluding event of ORCC in Amsterdam, I authorized Irina Malenko to promote the ILPS in Russia and other former Soviet republics and Eastern Europe and recommend possible member- organizations therefrom after she proposed to do so during the ORCC seminar in Amsterdam. I also authorized her to arrange if possible delegations to major events in Pyongyang.

	I authorized Dan Borjal to serve as my representative and to write his paper for delivery at the Istanbul conference organized by the Halklarin Demokratik Kongresi, a progressive  Kurdish  alliance of democratic organizations in Turkey, on November 10-12, 2017 to celebrate the centennial of the October Revolution.

	I agreed with Stefan Engel that ILPS and ICOR cooperate as partners in holding an international theoretical seminar on the occasion of the centennial of the October Revolution on October 27-28, 2017. I delegated Dan Borjal to read my paper and Christopher Kistler to assist him in meeting with other delegations in the seminar.

	I authorized the holding of the ILPS-Asia Pacific International Solidarity Conference to Resist US Imperialist Led War and Build Just Peace on 10 November 2017, Quezon City, Philippines. The Vice Chairperson for Internal Affairs can make the full report on this event.  

	I have sent reminders to the National Treasurer to issue the memoranda for collecting the annual membership dues. Upon the recommendation of the General Secretary, I have authorized the reimbursement of the plane fares of a number of ICC members to come to this meeting. I have also taken the initiative to authorize the reimbursement of the plane fare of an ICC member who will do extra work as Spanish-English translator during the ICG and ICC meetings from March 16 to 18.

	I issued statements on a number of globally significant events and issues from September 17, 2017 to the present. They are as follows:



a)  Learn From Leninism And The October Revolution: The Significance Of The Great October Socialist Revolution – October 14, 2017

b) Resist Us Imperialist-Led War And Build Just Peace – November 10, 2017

c) ILPS stands firmly that Jerusalem is the capital of Palestine, con- demns Trump decision to make it capital of Zionist Israel – December 12, 2017

d)  Strive for greater victories! – New Year’s message from ILPS Chairperson – January 3, 2018

e) Stop the US-Supported Saudi War Of Aggression against Yemen, Let the Yemeni People Decide Their Own Destiny, February 1, 2018. f) Respect the Rohingya People’s Right to Self-determination, End Their Oppression and Foreign Intervention in Myanmar – February

5, 2018

g)  We Support the Peaceful Reunification of Korea. We Demand US Withdrawal And End To The State Of War – February 10, 2018

h) ILPS condemns the attack on Afrin by Turkey and expresses firm support to the Kurdish people’s struggle for national self-determination


–  February 20, 2018



i) Call for Worldwide Day of Action “Afrin will live!” on 21 March 2018 (Newroz) - February 21, 2018

j)  Women Under Attack, Fight Back – Statement on International Women´s Day – March 8, 2018.

	I issued the following messages of solidarity:


a) Viva la Lucha del Pueblo Mexicano por la Defensa de la Soberanía Nacional, contra el Imperialismo y el Fascismo! Encuentro Nacional por la Unidad del Pueblo Mexicano, Octobre 11, 2017 Encuentro Nacional por la Unidad del Pueblo Mexicano, Octobre 11, 2017

b)  Message to Lakbayan Visayas: Rise up against Hunger and Fascism – October 17-20, 2017

c) Message Of Solidarity To Participants In Peace, Bread And Land Celebrating The Centenary Of The 1917 October Revolution – October 28, 201


d) Call for Revolutionary Change! Message to Revolutionary Praxis

–  November 3, 2017



e)  Uphold, Defend And Advance The National Sovereignty, Civil Rights, Development And Welfare Of The Irish People – November  4, 2017

f)  Message of Solidarity to Ard Fheis of the 32CSM on its 20th Anniversary in Ireland

g) Message to the International Solidarity Conference to Resist US Imperialist Led War and Build Just Peace – November 10, 2017


h)  Fight Against the Counterrevolution of the US-Duterte Regime

–  Keynote Speech at the 4th General Assembly of ILPS-Philippines

–  December 6, 2017



i)  Message Of Solidarity To The Venezuelan Peopled) In Struggle Against US Imperialism And Its Lackeys – December 7, 2017

j)  Message of Solidarity to the Venezuelan People in Struggle against US Imperialism and its Lackeys, December 7, 2017


k) ILPS condemns the murder of MST’s Marcinho – February 6, 2018



l)  Solidarity with Comrade Rosalba and the editors of Vigilanza Democratica – February 12, 2018

m)  Letter of Solidarity to DPRK Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un, February 1, 2018.


Thank you!



  
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Boldly Expand and Consolidate UMA in the Face of Escalating Fascism
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Keynote Address to the UMA 4th National Congress

March 18, 2019

Thank you for inviting me to  keynote the 4th National Congress  of Unyon ng mga Manggagawa sa Agrikultura (UMA). I feel highly honored and delighted by this privilege and task.

I salute and commend you for all your achievements in arousing, organizing and mobilizing the farm workers and landless peasants from northern Luzon through the Visayas to southern Mindanao. Note: Please cite the outstanding struggles by citing the haciendas and agricorporations.)

I fully agree with your thematic call for UMA to expand and consolidate itself among the landless peasants and farm workers in the face of the escalating trend of fascism. You must perform your political, organizational and campaign tasks as you defy state terrorism, which the Duterte regime has unleashed to make more land available for plunder by foreign agricorporations and the local big compradors, landlords and bureaucrats.

Forms of state terrorism

Duterte’s overall purpose is to do away with all kinds of opposition in order to establish a full blown fascist dictatorship. He prepares for this by rigging the May 2019 elections to  get the necessary number of senator and keeping the option of imposing on the people martial nationwide martial law whether formally proclaimed or de facto.

He is hell-bent on railroading charter change to a bogus kind of federalism that concentrates powers in his hands as fascist dictator and that allows him to handpick his regional and provincial political agents from among his fellow big compradors, landlords and bureaucrats.

He is after absolute power in order to amass personal wealth and protect himself from his criminal liabilities as a  traitor selling out  the sovereign rights and national patrimony to both US and China as imperialist powers, inciting the reactionary military and police to engage in mass murder and engaging in the most scandalous forms of corruption.

The Duterte regime is well aware that the countryside is the main battleground of his counterrevolutionary side of oppressors and exploiters on one side and the revolutionary forces and the majority of the people on the other side. The land and natural resources are the big prize for the foreign and local exploiters.

Thus the regime has deployed the main units of the reactionary military and police in the countryside in order to seek the destruction of the revolutionary forces and to be able to dispose of the land and natural resources for the benefit of foreign corporations and the local reactionary forces and at the expense of the poor peasants, farm workers and the indigenous peoples.

The armed minions of the regime are perpetrating all kinds of barbarities: bombing communities, massacres, extorting from the people, destroying the crops, forcing the people to evacuate and burning or occupying their homes, schools and other social facilities.

The methods of Oplan Tokhang in urban poor slums are being applied in the rural communities under Oplan Kapayapaan. The people are called to meetings and made to sign attendance sheets. Then, these are misrepresented as lists of surrenderers and subsequently used by the military to murder anyone at will for cash rewards.

As in the case of Atty. Ben Ramos and many UMA and KMP organizers, social activists who advocate human rights, just peace, land reform, higher wages for the farm workers, respect for the ancestral domain of the indigenous peoples and the protection of the environment are being red-tagged and being framed up for murder as “terrorists”.

Imperialist plunder through agribusiness venture arrangements

I am glad that back to back with your congress, you are holding a conference on imperialist plunder through the expansion of plantations under agribusiness venture arrangements (AVA). The expansion of plantations has deprived millions of peasants of land and impoverished them and yet 1.6 million hectares more are being targeted for plantation expansion, especially in Palawan, Bohol, Ilocos and Negros.

This AVA scheme has previously facilitated unequal and false partnerships between agricorporations and agrarian reform beneficiaries. The AVAs have taken the form of joint ventures, lease contracts, build-operate-transfer deals, management contracts and production, processing and marketing agreements. These have been extremely favorable to agribusiness transnational corporations like Dole Philippines, Sumitomo Fruit (Sumifru) and Del Monte. Now a bill has been filed to institutionalize AVAs in land reform areas.

The AVAs have practically taken away land from the agrarian reform beneficiaries in large areas as well as the ancestral domain of indigenous peoples only to be used for mining, logging and plantations for export. And of course, there is the notorious method of “conversion” involving the reclassification of land subject to land reform to land  for export-crop production, commercial, residential, shopping malls, tourist facilities and other nonagricultural purposes.

Ka Paeng Mariano has complained that during his short stint as DAR secretary Duterte frustrated his efforts to declare a moratorium on “conversions” and to determine how much land is still available  for land distribution to the landless peasants and farm workers under the projected Comprehensive Agreement on Social and Economic Reforms (CASER) in the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations.

Duterte is engaged in gross deception when he claims to have distributed 60,000 hectares recently. In fact, he has been distributing documents requiring recipients to pay the unaffordable amortization fees before they can own the land. The bitter truth is that more than 90 percent of so-called beneficiaries under the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) have been unable to pay for the amortization fees in the last more than 30 years.

Land reform so-called under the US colonial regime or under any regime of the semicolonal and semifeudal, has always been bogus because land is bought at a high price satisfactory to the landlord but the supposed agrarian reform beneficiary is obliged to pay for the consequently high redistribution price and is without assistance from the state to raise the level of production and to get fair prices for his produce at the farm gate.

Thus, the agrarian reform beneficiaries become prey to all sorts of predators, such as the ubiquitous merchant-usurers and rich peasants who aspire to become landlords and landlords who wish to reaccumulate land. And of course the biggest vultures are the foreign agricorporations and the local corporations owned by big comprador-landlords and corrupt bureaucrats.

So long as there is no genuine land reform coupled with national industrialization, the problem of landless peasants and the increasing ranks of farm workers competing for ever fewer farm jobs with less wages, will persist. The mounting surplus rural population is being driven to take odd jobs in both urban and rural areas. Without national industrialization, those exploiters who earn surplus income will channel it to big comprador-landlord operations and land accumulation.

Concluding comments

It is important that in your Congress you renew your determination to expand and consolidate UMA in the face of the trend of fascism and the brazen acts of state terrorism and in the subsequent conference on Agribusiness Venture Arrangements you study and understand how more shrewdly in economic and legal ways the TNCs and local exploiters are aggravating the land problem and ruining the social and natural environment under the neoliberal policy regime of unbridled greed.

It is ironic and painful for the Filipino people to live in an agrarian country but have to suffer scarcity and rising prices of food staples from agriculture because the neoliberal policy is to favor agricultural production of palm oil, rubber, bananas and pineapples for export and the importation of food staples. This policy is ruining the food sovereignty and self-reliance of the Filipino people and the livelihood and lives of millions of peasants and farm workers.

We expect a further aggravation of the chronic crisis of the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system, inflicting greater suffering on the oppressed and exploited workers and peasants but driving them to wage various forms of revolutionary struggle, especially the form of struggle than can bring about ultimately the end of the oppressive and exploitative ruling system. The imperialists and the local oppressors and exploiters have only themselves to blame for the growing strength and advance of the armed revolutionary movement.

We are confident that the broad masses of people will achieve victory in the new democratic revolution and build a social system that realizes national sovereignty, democracy, social justice, economic development through land reform and national industrialization, a patriotic, scientific and pro-people culture and international solidarity of all countries and peoples for peace and development.

Mabuhay ang Unyon ng mga Manggagawa sa Agrikultura! [Long live the Union of Agricultural Workers!]

Mabuhay ang mga magsasaka at manggagawang bukid! [Long live the peasants and farmworkers!]

Mabuhay ang sambayanan at ang rebolusyong Pilipino! [Long live the Filipino people and the Philippine revolution!]

  
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Duterte Will Go Down in History as a Scourge to the Filipino People
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March 26, 2019

By his own policies and actions, Duterte has already defined himself and his ruling clique as treasonous, tyrannical, mass murdering, plundering, and swindling. He will certainly go down in Philippine history as a scourge to the Filipino people.

	Supreme Protector of Drug Lords


He misrepresented himself as a crusader against the illegal drug trade. But he took this as a license to incite and order the police to carry out the mass murder of 30,000 poor people tagged as drug users and peddlers.

It turns out that Duterte is the supreme protector of drug lords and drug smugglers, that include his close Chinese friends and his close relatives. By his own admission, the drug problem has worsened, with drugs being freely smuggled and distributed to a clientele, rising in number from 1.8 million to 8 million.

	Anti-Peace Scheme for a Fascist Dictatorship


Duterte has terminated the peace negotiations with the National Democratic Front of the Philippines since 2017 in order to use the continuing armed conflict as the reason for his tyrannical rule, de facto martial law nationwide and his scheme of fascist dictatorship through charter change to a bogus federalism in which the powers of government are concentrated in his hands and by which he can handpick his regional and provincial agents.

Duterte’s obsession with seeking to establish a fascist dictatorship is driven by his scheme to get a lion’s share in the plunder of the social and natural wealth of the people, to engage in selective and mass murders so as to entrench himself in power and prevent his arrest, prosecution and trial for crimes against humanity by the International Criminal Court and by the people’s court of the people’s democratic government.  

2.Chief Plunderer and King of Corruption

Duterte raised his 2016 electoral campaign funds from Chinese financiers and from such notorious Luzon-based plunderers as the Marcoses, Arroyos, Estradas, Enriles, Revillas and others who provided him with funds and bailiwick votes. Thus, he has gotten them off the hook in their plunder cases through the corrupt Supreme Court in exchange for their financial and political support.

Having become the president, Duterte is now the chief plunderer who cuts into all kinds of illegal and legal business enterprises, into big loan contracts with state banks and social insurance corporations, into the discretionary, intelligence, pork barrel and other accounts of the government budget and into contracts with Chinese and other foreign companies related to his infrastructure-building projects and other projects requiring the approval of the office of the president.
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