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			I may not always trace the onward course my ship must take,

			But looking backward, I behold afar its shining wake,

			Illumined with God’s light of love, and so onward I go,

			In perfect trust that He who holds the helm the course must know.

			—Anonymous

		


		
			​Foreword  
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			This small book is written primarily for midshipmen at the United States Naval Academy. As of 2016, these midshipmen number over 4,500. They are disciplined and very smart. The Naval Academy ranks number six in engineering among undergraduate colleges in the United States. The dropout rate is very small.

			After commissioning in the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, Naval Academy graduates become highly proficient in several fields. If you want to get a look at their skills, visit an aircraft carrier during air operations or an attack submarine under the polar ice for three months.

			Some graduates stay in the Navy for decades until gaining a high rank or retiring. Others leave the service earlier, and, because of their education, experience, leadership, and intelligence, you will find them in leadership in skilled civilian professions such as engineering, law, or medicine. If you add to these accomplishments the joy, love, peace, and integrity of being a Christian, you will find lives like the ones in the following short autobiographies.

			The main objective of this book is to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ. The second objective is to help midshipmen come to the Father through the Son. The book is about the changes in people’s lives. The real result of these changes is everlasting life. A third objective is to encourage other Christians to write their testimonies and distribute them.

			The New Testament tells us of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, one of the foremost anti-Christians of his time. There is no doubt that he is one of the greatest Christians in his conversion, his life, and his death.

			Saul’s story is recorded three times in Acts. I have included two of the accounts in this book. Acts 9 records Saul’s conversion. Acts 22 is his testimony before a crowd of Jews while he was a Roman prisoner—a testimony that caused a riot. Acts 26 is his testimony before Festus and Agrippa after he had been in prison for two years following his appeal to Caesar. I mention these accounts to point out the importance of testimony in evangelism. 

			The common theme in this book is that each of the men in the following stories had his life changed when he was introduced to the Father through the Son. I know each of these men and have stayed in touch with them over the years. Two of us are from the class of 1950, one from the class of 1958, and the rest are from the class of 1962. Because I was their teacher, it is natural that my name should show up in their testimonies. Where I thought the praise of me was too much, I removed it. 

			A.J. Egerton passed away before this book was written; I have included his story in an appendix. When the class of ’62 came to the Naval Academy in 1958, the ensign in charge of midshipmen, Otto Helweg, had been a Christian one year. We were not able to get his testimony for the first printing of The USNA 12 and shared two messages from him in an appendix in lieu of it. We have received good feedback on those messages and are including them again in this revision. After each testimony, with the exception of Lee Bendell’s, A.J. Egerton’s, and Otto Helweg’s, there is information on how to contact the author.

			Enjoy the read.

			Jim Wilson

			Moscow, Idaho, February 2017

		


		
			​Introduction  
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			Saul’s Conversion (Acts 9:1–19)

			Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”

			“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.

			“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

			The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.

			In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!”

			“Yes, Lord,” he answered.

			The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”

			“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”

			But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”

			Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

			Paul Before Agrippa (Acts 26)

			Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.”

			So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: “King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews, and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently.

			“The Jewish people all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. They have known me for a long time and can testify, if they are willing, that I conformed to the strictest sect of our religion, living as a Pharisee. And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our ancestors that I am on trial today. This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night. King Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these Jews are accusing me. Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?

			“I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even hunted them down in foreign cities.

			“On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic,

			“‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’

			“Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’

			“‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

			“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. That is why some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But God has helped me to this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen—that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.”

			At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.”

			“I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and reasonable. The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.”

			Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?”

			Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”

			The king rose, and with him the governor and Bernice and those sitting with them. After they left the room, they began saying to one another, “This man is not doing anything that deserves death or imprisonment.”

			Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”

		


		
			​A Testimony to God’s Grace  
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​Larry Yandell, USNA Class of ’62

			I was born in 1940 to loving parents that were committed Christians. Like many people, I grew up in a church environment filled with religious activity. Because of this exposure, from my early days I had a mental picture that I was a Christian. In reality, although I knew all the right words, memorized Scripture, and could give right responses to religious questions, I had not made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ and was not a Christian. I made a profession of faith and was baptized when I was nine years old, but my life did not reflect a changed heart. I was proud (always looking to further myself, even at the expense of others), ambitious, and easily angered. There was nothing in my life that would have prompted anyone to consider me a Christian.

			During my difficult first year at the Naval Academy, while on my own for the first time, I came to the realization that my religious background was meaningless and that my professed faith was an empty shell. During this period of doubt, I visited the Christian bookstore in Annapolis (because it seemed like the right thing to do) and was invited by Jim Wilson, the Officers’ Christian Union representative, to attend a Christian retreat during the term break weekend in January 1959. Because I had nothing planned, it seemed like the right (religious) thing to do, so I agreed to go.

			I look back now and recognize that God had ordained to do a marvelous thing in my heart that weekend, to remove the “blinders” and cause me to understand my lost condition apart from Him. At the retreat, I met several Christian midshipmen who seemed to have a warm, personal relationship with Jesus that I had never experienced. It’s an embarrassing element of my testimony that I had probably heard the Gospel numerous times during my upbringing without result, but God used this retreat to reach my hardened heart.

			Speaking from the book of Hebrews, a gentleman named Don Hullin talked about “a red carpet that ushers us into the presence of God” and that this “red carpet is the blood of Jesus Christ.” That picture resonated with me, causing me to recognize that I had no personal relationship with Christ, despite all the “head knowledge” I had accumulated. Don made it clear that as a sinner I was incapable of working my way into a right relationship with God; that only by confessing my sin and through faith in Jesus Christ could I be sure of eternal life. I made the decision to do that and placed my faith in Jesus that weekend.

			What a relief to know that the experience was real and that something in me was different! It was not a powerful, emotional experience—rather a deep-seated assurance of having a right standing before God. This freed me from all the mental “bookkeeping” that I had been using to determine if I was doing enough to get to heaven. The reality sunk in: by His death on the cross, Christ had paid the penalty for my sins and invited me to walk that “red carpet” into the presence of the Father.

			God has blessed me greatly since that time of decision. The Bible suddenly became clear and relevant in my life, the Spirit confirmed to my spirit that I was a child of God, and I developed a love for the brethren that I had not experienced before. Even fifty years later, the Christian bonds I formed at the Naval Academy are still some of the strongest, most enduring friendships I have. God has given me a marvelous wife who loves the Lord. Judy has a Christian bent for service and a heart for prayer and is a great encourager in my Christian walk. The Lord has opened doors to enable me to teach Bible classes and a Christian Worldview class to high school students. Life has taken a wonderful turn for the better since that decision at the retreat in 1959. Even during times of hardship and disappointment, we rest on God’s sovereignty and take comfort that He is in control of every circumstance for our good and His glory.

			Our prayer is to be able to look back and see a life that is reflective of the last verse of the old hymn that goes . . . 

			


			When He shall come with trumpet sound,

			Oh may I then in Him be found;

			Dressed in His righteousness alone,

			Faultless to stand before the throne.

			


			 . . . and to be able to say with truth and conviction the opening line of the chorus: “On Christ the solid rock I stand.” We continually thank God for His providential care and look forward with assurance to what He will accomplish in the future.

			
Larry Yandell can be contacted at larryyandell@BWDMAIL.net.

		


		
			​My Testimony to Faith in Jesus Christ  
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​Captain Robert P. Greenman, US Navy (Retired), USNA Class of ’62

			The purpose of this testimony is to honor Jesus Christ and to be an encouragement to others. It describes the journey—His gift to me as I “work out my salvation”—I lived out in real life. Fortunately, God gave me my precious wife, Margie, to whom, after Jesus, I owe everything.

			I was born in 1940, baptized and brought up in the Episcopal Church. My mother was a godly woman who took us to church regularly and consistently lived her faith in Jesus. However, I essentially did what I was told (went through all the motions) but made no real commitment to God nor had a personal relationship with Him.

			I became a midshipman at the U.S. Naval Academy with the class of 1962. In my junior year, a good friend with whom I rowed crew told me about his faith in Jesus. I respected him, knew there was something different about him, and appreciated his sharing, but did nothing more.

			In my senior year, I was having difficulties with a relationship with a girl. More fundamentally, though, I was confused, lacked purpose and perspective, questioned why I was at the Academy, and was uneasy about my future. In February 1962, my roommate put me in contact with Jim Wilson, USNA ’50, who was the local representative for the Officers’ Christian Fellowship and ran a Christian bookstore in Annapolis. Using the Bible, he explained the plan of salvation to me in a way I had not understood before, and the Holy Spirit did a work in me to receive it. Jim made me see that I was trying to run my own life independent of God, but that God had saved me and wanted to restore our relationship. He helped me understand that I needed to repent of my sins and accept Jesus, God’s Son, as my personal Savior. I went back to my room and prayed, asking God to forgive me and for Jesus to come into my life. God made me a new creature, and my relationship with Jesus became personal and life-changing. Like the father in the Parable of the Prodigal Son, Jesus came running towards me, and I became His.

			Very shortly, I knew something had happened. I had a peace and perspective I had been missing. The Bible became very interesting and important to me, and I gravitated to the company of midshipmen who had a similar faith. God took away my desire to talk dirty, even though I had not asked Him to do this because it had contributed to my popularity (or so I thought). In His grace, God provided for my growth and continuing walk with Him. This has included the fellowship, encouragement, and challenge of other men and women through the Officers’ Christian Fellowship, Navy chaplains, and many excellent churches. God has been absolutely faithful to me and my family over the years, regardless of whether I have been or not. He has loved, led, answered, convicted, forgiven, and amazed me time and time again. I am so grateful to Him for bringing me to Him so many years ago.

			In 1967, I married Margie, and we have been blessed with three children and eight grandchildren. After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1962, I served on active duty as a submarine officer until I retired as a Captain in late 1991 after almost thirty years of active duty. I served on five submarines and had shore and staff assignments. I was in command for almost nine years; my commands included a nuclear attack submarine, a major nuclear training command, and a squadron of attack submarines.

			To understand the context of my testimony, here are some characteristics unique to my service in submarines. A nuclear submarine has a crew of about 150 men, living and working inside a forty foot-diameter steel tube several hundred feet long, propelled by a nuclear power plant, “flying” like an airplane, hundreds of feet underwater, self-sufficient, traveling in all the world’s oceans, conducting important and sometimes dangerous missions.

			Positive aspects of submarine service:

			
					Working with exceptionally competent people and developing life-long bonds of friendship through experiencing arduous challenges together

					Growing personally and professionally in a well-regarded occupation with high, challenging standards
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