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The Essence of the Salutation

The salutation “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,” which prefaces the Pauline epistles, is a profound doctrinal and edificationally expressive statement. This expression does not primarily serve as a dispensational indicator of God’s grace or peace in this present dispensation. Instead, its significance lies in articulating the very essence of God’s provision and purpose for believers.

The “grace” in this salutation refers to the specific doctrines set forth in the epistles of Romans through Philemon. These doctrines are the gracious further provision for growth and maturity that God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ extend to believers. For those who have responded to the gospel and been justified unto eternal life, God has further benefits to impart through the ministry of the apostle Paul. These benefits are the rich, advanced doctrines that enable souls to be indoctrinated and edified, moving from foundational truths to capstone understanding. This grace is the divine enablement, the specific doctrinal content, that allows for growth and maturity as sons of God.

The “peace” component of the salutation is the doctrinal capacity to put the soul and spirit in a state of peace. This inner peace is designed to be produced within through the effectual working of these doctrines as they are received, believed, and operated upon. God is the God of peace, and knowing Him as such is a definite and pre-planned objective in sonship education and edification. This peace is not merely the absence of conflict, but a profound tranquility that stems from aligning understanding and appreciation with God’s counsel and purpose for His sons. It is a most welcome guest to the inner man, something naturally desired and which God fully provides.

Furthermore, this grace and peace is not limited to godly edifying in this present dispensation. It is also applicable to the edification of the remnant of Israel by means of their epistles, Hebrews through The Revelation. This reinforces that the salutation’s primary nature is doctrinal rather than a unique dispensational marker. The “Grace and Peace” salutation serves as a divine marker, setting the stage for the doctrinal position of each epistle and indicating the edification status of the saints being addressed. It signifies God’s deliberate and constant offering of the means for spiritual growth and the resultant inner stability as justified, sanctified members of the Body of Christ, awaiting the hope of the glory of God. It is an invitation to avail oneself of all the gracious provisions God has for us so that the soul and spirit can experience complete peace even amidst the most trying circumstances.
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1.1 Justified Freely by Grace Through Redemption

The foundation of a believer’s standing in the Dispensation of Grace is entirely rooted in God’s unmerited favor, or grace. This grace is the very mechanism by which God addresses the deepest human need and establishes an eternal position. The way to heaven begins with understanding a desperate condition. God’s wrath is revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness, and all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There is no escape from God’s judgment by human efforts.
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