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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics, and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, the seventh in a series of nine, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a piece is threatened, and the player forgot to move it, touched the wrong piece or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that, although I have made some exceptions when I found a game of particular interest or value; you will find several games played by players rated above 2600 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

The openings covered in this volume are: 


	Scandinavian Defense – The Center Counter

	Pirc Defense

	Modern Defense

	King’s Fianchetto – 1...g6

	Alekhine Defense 

	1...Nc6, 1...b6 & 1...a6



In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of B00 through B09. There is a total of 115 main games, but with many more complete games in the notes.

As for the other openings covered under the “Semi-Open Game” label, volume 5 in this series covers the Anti-Sicilians, volume 6 covers the Open Sicilians, and finally, volume 9 covers the Caro-Kann & French Defenses.

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com

If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck, and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

November 2017
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CHAPTER ONE
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​Scandinavian Defense – The Center Counter
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Game # 1

G.Gopal (2604) – R.Dableo (2464)

Olongapo City 2010

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 Bg4 6.h3 Bh5 7.g4 Bg6 8.Ne5 

[image: image]

8...c6?! 

The text move is considered inaccurate because it gives White more freedom to do what he wants, but giving the queen on d6 some space to retreat is also natural. The alternative is 8...Nbd7 and now: 

9.f4 e6 10.Bg2 (10.Qe2 0–0–0 11.Be3 Qb4 12.0–0–0 Nxe5 and draw agreed, ½–½, doesn't make us much wiser, but objectively speaking, Black is okay, Vuckovic-Spasov, Kragujevac 2015) 10...0–0–0 11.0–0 Nxe5 12.fxe5 Qb6 13.Ne2 Nd5 14.Kh1 Be7 15.a3 c5 16.c4 Nc7 17.b4!? with a sharp position where Black has to play very accurately to stay in the game,  Wan Yungao-Zhou Jinchao, Beijing 2017.

9.Nc4 Qe6+ 10.Ne3 h5 11.g5 Ne4 12.Bg2 Nb6 13.Qf3 Nd6 14.a4 a6 15.0–0 Qd7 16.a5 Nbc8 was Iordachescu-Tiviakov, Nakhchivan 2013, and now 17.Na4 is quite unpleasant for Black.

9.Bf4 Nxe5 10.dxe5 Qb4 11.Bd2 Ne4 12.Bg2 Nxd2 13.Qxd2 Rd8 14.Qe2 e6 15.0–0 c6 and Black already has the upper hand, Khalifman-Kovalenko, Jurmala 2012.

9.Nb5 Qb6 10.Nc4 Qc6 11.d5 Nxd5 12.Qxd5 Qxd5 13.Nxc7+ Kd8 14.Nxd5 Be4 15.Rh2 Bxd5 16.Bf4 Rc8 when Black has just about equalized, Edouard-Milanovic, Deizisau 2012.

9.Nxg6 hxg6 10.Bg2 c6 11.d5 (or 11.Qd3 e6 12.Bd2 Nb6 13.0–0–0 Nbd5 14.Ne2 b5 15.Kb1 Qc7 16.c4 bxc4 17.Qxc4 Rb8 18.Rc1 Ba3 19.Rc2 0–0 20.g5 Nh5 was Bologan-Kovalenko, Tallinn 2016, and now 21.Bxd5 exd5 22.Qa4 Qe7 23.Re1 would have been marginally better for White) 11...cxd5 (11...Nxd5 12.Nxd5 cxd5 13.Qxd5 Qxd5 14.Bxd5 Rb8 15.Bf4 e5 was played in Andrijevic-Scepanovic, Banja Junakovic 2007, and here White should have played 16.Bd2 Nb6 17.Bg2 with a small but clear advantage for White) 12.Nxd5 0–0–0 13.Bf4 Qa6 14.Qe2 Qxe2+ 15.Kxe2 Nxd5 16.Bxd5 e6 17.Bg2 Be7 18.Rad1 Nc5 19.b3 g5 20.Be3 and White is nurturing a small advantage, Degraeve-Bacrot, Saint-Quentin 2015.

9.Bg2 

White has two interesting alternatives: 

9.Bf4 Nd5 10.Nxg6 Qxg6 11.Nxd5 cxd5 (or 11...Qe4+ 12.Be3 Qxd5 13.Rg1 e6 14.a3 Nd7 and draw agreed, ½–½, in Stavrev-Vasilev, Sunny Beach 2013. but this is quite premature since 15.c4 Qa5+ 16.Qd2 Qxd2+ 17.Kxd2 leaves White with more space and the bishop pair) 12.Bg2 Nc6 13.Bxd5 Rd8 14.Bxc6+ Qxc6 15.0–0 Qe4 16.Be3 and White has an extra pawn, but Black has some compensation because of White's loose king position, Pihlajasalo-Karttunen, Finland 2015. 

9.h4 Nbd7 (Or 9...Nd5 10.Qe2 Nb4 11.Nxg6 hxg6 12.Ne4 Qc7 13.c4 Nd7 14.a3 Na6 15.c5 e6 16.Qf3 Be7, Krause-Aberbach Peltzman, LSS email 2013, and here 17.Bf4 Qa5+ 18.Bd2 Qc7 19.0–0–0 would have been clearly better for White) 10.Nxd7 Qxd7 11.h5 Be4 12.Nxe4 Nxe4 13.Bg2 Nf6 14.g5 Nd5 15.c4 (the c-pawn push is not strictly necessary, instead 15.Bd2, keeping c2–c4 in reserve is probably better) 15...Nb6 16.b3 (or 16.c5 Nd5 17.Bd2 e6 18.Qe2 and White has the upper hand) 16...e6 (16...Rd8!? improves) 17.Be3 Bb4+ 18.Kf1 Rd8 19.Qc2 and White has a clear advantage, E.Pinter-Todor, Slovakia 2001.

9...Nbd7 

Black has to challenge the knight on e5. For instance, 9...e6?? is refuted by 10.h4! Bxc2 (Or 10...h6 11.Nxg6 fxg6 12.Qd3 and Black's position is already terrible) 11.Qxc2 Qxd4 12.f4 Bb4 13.Bd2 Nbd7 14.Nxd7 Qxd7 15.g5 Nh5 16.0–0–0 Qc7 17.Nb5 Bxd2+ 18.Rxd2 Qxf4 19.Nd6+ Ke7 20.Rf1 and Black resigned, 1–0, Bromberger-Nagatz, (2276) Dresden 2007.

10.f4 

White has also tried 10.Bf4 Qb4 11.Nxg6 hxg6 12.Qd2 e6 13.0–0–0 Nd5 14.Ne4 Qxd2+ 15.Bxd2 b5 16.c3 Be7 17.Kc2 was played in Nurkiewicz-I.Rajlich, Piaseczno 2013, and now 17...N7b6 would have been pretty close to even.

10...e6 11.Nc4?! 

White can do better with the aggressive 11.h4, e.g., 11...h5 (or 11...h6 12.Nxg6 fxg6 13.g5 Nd5 14.Nxd5 exd5 15.Qe2+ Qe7 16.Bd2 with better chances for White) 12.g5 Nd5 13.Nxg6 fxg6 14.Qd3 Ne7 15.Ne4 Qc7 16.Qb3 Kf7?? 

[image: image]

(16...Nd5 17.Bd2 0–0–0 18.0–0–0 is clearly better for White) 17.Qxb7! Qxb7 18.Nd6+ Kg8 19.Nxb7 Nb6 20.Na5 Rc8 21.Bd2 Ned5 22.0–0–0 c5 23.Bh3 Black resigned, 1–0, Rodriguez Cespedes-Baron Isanta, Catalunya 2013.

11...Qc7 12.Qe2 

[image: image]

How should Black continue, 12...Nb6 or 12...0–0–0?

12...Nb6 

Black should have played 12...0–0–0 13.a4 Nb6 14.Ne5 Rxd4 15.a5 Nbd7 16.a6 Nxe5 17.axb7+ Qxb7 18.fxe5 Nd5 19.Nxd5 exd5 with chances to both sides.

13.Nxb6 Qxb6 Black resigned because after 13...Qxb6 White wins a piece with 14.f5. 1–0

Game # 2

J.Bellon Lopez (2350) – I.Biriescu (2390) 

Bucharest 1978

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.Bc4 Nc6 5.d4 Nf6 6.Nf3 Bg4 7.Be3 

[image: bellon-biriescu 1.png]

How should Black best continue?

White has tried several other things at this juncture: 

7.Bb5 Nd5 8.Qd3 Ndb4 9.Qe4 Bxf3 10.Bxc6+ bxc6 11.gxf3 e6 12.Bd2 Qa6 13.Ne2 Nd5 14.b3 Nf6 15.Qe3 0–0–0 16.c4 Nd7 17.Bc3 c5 and Black has equalized, Nakamura-Bauer, Le Port Marly 2009. 

7.d5 0–0–0 8.Bd2 Ne5 9.Bb3 Qa6 10.Qe2 Qxe2+ 11.Kxe2 a6 12.Bf4 Nxf3 13.gxf3 Bh5 14.Rhd1 h6 15.h4 g6 16.Rd3 Bg7 and Black is doing fine, Edouard-Hamdouchi, Sestao 2010. 

7.h3 Qh5 8.Be2 0–0–0 9.Bf4 Nxd4 10.Nxd4 Bxe2 11.Qxe2 Rxd4 12.Qxh5 Nxh5 13.Bxc7 e6 14.Be5 Rd7 15.Rd1 Nf6 16.Ke2 Bc5 with something near equality, Shetty-Sulskis, Dubai 2002.

7...e5! 

Black frequently plays 7...0–0–0 at this point and while good, it isn't as good as the move in our main game, although White has to be very careful not to lose awfully: 

––––––––
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8.Qd2? e5 9.d5 Bb4 and White is in fact already lost, which soon came to fruition: 10.0–0–0 Ne4 11.Qd3 Nxc3 12.bxc3 Bxc3 13.Kb1 e4 14.Qf1 exf3 15.gxf3 Qb4+ and White resigned, 0–1, Sebestyen-Jakobetz,  Hungary 2007.

8.Be2? e5 9.Bd2 Bxf3 (Black can do even better with 9...exd4! 10.Ne4 Bb4 and White is lost) 10.Bxf3 Nxd4 11.Be2 Qb6 12.Qc1 Bb4 13.Bd1 Bxc3 14.bxc3 Nf5 with a clear advantage for Black, Brineva-Maiorov,  Poltavskaya 2005.

8.h3!? is White's best chance: 8...Bxf3 9.Qxf3 e5 10.Qf5+ Kb8 (Black can play more accurately with 10...Rd7! 11.d5 Nd4 12.Qd3 Nxd5 13.Bxd5 Rxd5 and Black is clearly better) 11.0–0–0 Bb4 12.Ne2?? (Now White loses, he should have played 12.d5 Ne7 13.Qxe5 Rhe8 14.Bd4 Nexd5 15.Qf5 g6 16.Qg5 h6 17.Qg3 with equal chances) 12...exd4 13.Nxd4 Rxd4 14.Qxa5 Rxd1+ 15.Rxd1 Bxa5 16.Bxf7 Bb6 and White resigned, 0–1, Kopczynski-Tomczak,  Leba 2007.

8.h3? 

White's best move is 8.dxe5 Nxe5 9.Be2?! (White would be best served to play 9.Qd4 Nxc4 10.Qxc4 0–0–0 11.a3 when Black is only slightly better) 9...Rd8 10.Nd2 Bb4 11.h3 Bxc3 (or 11...Be6 12.0–0 0–0 13.Ncb1 Ng6 14.Qc1 Nh4 15.Nf3 Nxf3+ 16.Bxf3 Bd5 17.c3 Bd6 18.Nd2 h6 19.Re1 Rfe8 and Black is left with some initiative but not more than that, Fernandez Urrutia Polo-Ramiro Ovejero,  Zaragoza 1996) 12.bxc3 Bxe2 13.Qxe2 Qxc3 14.0–0 0–0 15.Bg5 Rfe8 and Black is a pawn up and has the initiative, Volkov-Gutkis, Krasnodar 2002.

8...Bxf3 9.Qxf3 exd4 

[image: bellon-biriescu 3.png]

Here White had calculated 10.0–0–0 dxc3 11.Bh6 gxh6 12.Qxf6 Rg8 13.Rhe1+ Be7 14.Qxf7#. What had he missed?

10.0–0–0 dxc3 11.Bh6 gxh6 12.h4 

Undoubtedly, to his horror, White discovered that 12.Qxf6 or 12.Rhe1+ Be7 13.Qxf6 both are met with ...Qg5+, exchanging the queens and leaving Black a piece up with a won position. The rest is desperation. 12.Qxf6

12...Be7 13.Rhe1 cxb2+ 14.Kb1 0–0 White resigned. 0–1

Game # 3

A.Cabanas Jimenez (2132) – F.Sanz Alonso (2414) 

Madrid 2000

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 a6 6.Be2 Nc6 7.Be3 Bf5 8.Qd2 0–0–0 9.a3 e5 

[image: image]

10.0–0–0 

White can also capture on e5, but Black doesn't have any problems here at all: 10.dxe5 Nxe5 (An interesting improvement/novelty is 10...Qe6!?, for instance, 11.Ng5 Qe8 12.Qc1 Nxe5 and Black has a good game) 11.0–0–0 Qxd2+ (11...Nxf3 12.Bxf3 Qxd2+ 13.Rxd2 Rxd2 14.Kxd2 Bd6 is completely equal and boring) 12.Nxd2 Neg4 13.Bd4 c5 14.Bxf6 Nxf6 15.f3 Be6?! (is Black is playing for a win then 15...Bd6 16.g3 h5 17.Bc4 h4 seems like better try) 16.Bc4! Bxc4 17.Nxc4 Be7 18.Rde1 Rde8 was played in Toczek-Gashimov, Warsaw 2005, and now 19.Re3 Rhf8 20.Nb6+ Kc7 21.Nbd5+ Nxd5 22.Nxd5+ Kd7 23.Nxe7 Rxe7 24.Rd1+ Ke8 25.Rc3 is somewhat better for White.

10...Ne4 

Or 10...exd4 11.Nxd4 Nxd4 12.Qxd4 Qxd4 13.Rxd4 Bd6 14.Bf3 Be5 15.Rxd8+ Rxd8 16.Ne2 Bg4 17.Bxg4+ Nxg4 18.Bc5 Bd6 19.Bxd6 Rxd6 20.f3 Ne3 and Black has the better chances thanks to her more active pieces, Havlikova-I.Rajlich, Erfurt 2012.

11.Nxe4 Bxe4 12.Nxe5 

White can do better with 12.dxe5 Qxd2+ 13.Rxd2 Rxd2 14.Bxd2, when 14...Bxf3 15.Bxf3 Nxe5 16.Bd5 f6 17.Re1 Bd6 18.f4 Ng6 19.g3 Ne7 20.Bf3 leads to an endgame where only White can be better, Chebotarev-Meshkov, Sochi 2004.

12...Nxe5 13.dxe5 Qxd2+ 14.Rxd2 Bxg2?? 

[image: image]

A horrendous blunder, but Black undoubtedly in his mind had exchanged on d2, but then forgetting to do so before capturing on g2. After 14...Rxd2 15.Kxd2 Bxg2 16.Bg4+ Kb8 17.Rd1 Bc6 18.Ke2 Be7, the chances are about even.

15.Bg4+ Black resigned as he loses pieces. 

1–0

Game # 4

V.Gashimov (2758) – V.Kramnik (2772) 
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