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            Chapter One

          

          
            THE PLAN

          

        

      

    

    
      Alphonse sat at a street-side table outside a quaint café in Paris, staring absently at his espresso. The morning air was crisp, and pedestrians hurried past, paying no attention to him, which was fine. He preferred anonymity.

      A woman approached, and sat across from him. She lit a cigarette, crossed her legs, then flipped her hair, and stared.

      "Bonjour, Monsieur," she said. “Je m'appelle Juliette."

      "Speak English or don't speak," Alphonse said, more gruffly than he intended.

      She continued in perfect English. “My name is Juliette,” she said, then took a sip of her coffee, and looked up at him thoughtfully.

      "I know who you are, and I know what happened to your family. I’ve seen that look in your eyes before — in others. If I were you, I would consider options, ones that will make you happy."

      She leaned closer to him. "My friend suffered with a similar situation, and looked only for vengeance. When an alternative was presented, she listened, and are much more content now."

      "What the hell would you know?"

      Juliette uncrossed her legs, leaned forward, and lowered her voice. “When I said I’d seen that look before, it was when I looked in the mirror. I lost everything — my husband and my three children. A drunk driver ran into them as they drove home from a soccer game.”

      Juliette sat up straight and lit another cigarette. “And the drunken fool who did it served no time and got no punishment. All because he had wealthy friends. So when I say I know what you’re going through, I do.”

      Alphonse folded his hands on the table in front of him. He stared with renewed interest. “What did you do?”

      “I got even the only way I could. I found out everything about his business dealings, all the bribes and payoffs, the money laundering, and more. Then, I had some friends in the newspaper business publish these findings.” She sipped her espresso, draining the cup. “He never went to prison, but we ruined his life. It was a minor form of vengeance.”

      “And you think I should go this route?”

      “You could listen.”

      After a moment of silence, Juliette said, “Would you like to hear about it?”

      Alphonse sighed. “It doesn’t hurt to listen.”

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            Chapter Two

          

          
            RECRUITING THE TALENT

          

        

      

    

    
      Days later, Alphonse was in New York. Buildings towered overhead as business men and women hurried along the sidewalk, half with phones pressed against their ears. He spotted his target immediately.
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