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The world exploded into chaos the moment Fallyn materialized inside the warehouse.

"Abort! It's a fucking trap!" Dean Racer's voice cracked through her earpiece as gunfire erupted from every direction.

Fallyn's body reacted before her mind could process, teleporting to Patrick, one of her team members pinned behind a steel column. Blood streamed down his face from a gash above his eye. She grabbed his tactical vest, preparing to jump them both out, when a blast of energy seared past her shoulder.

Not bullets. Protogenus energy weapons.

"Everyone converge on my position," she screamed into her comm, already reaching for Patrick again. The familiar pull of teleportation built in her chest, that electric tingle that started at her core and spread outward. She could only take one person at a time over distance—a limitation that had never mattered until now.

Patrick first. She blinked them out, reappearing at the extraction point a mile away. His weight sagged against her.

"Three more," he gasped. "Tasha's hit. East corner."

Fallyn didn't waste words. The teleportation pulled at her again, that drain that got heavier with each jump. She pushed through it, blinking back into hell.

The warehouse had become a kill box. Protogenus soldiers in black tactical gear advanced from multiple entry points, their weapons glowing with that sickly green energy that could punch through a supe's natural defenses. They'd known the Gemini Initiative was coming.

Tasha was down, her leg twisted at a wrong angle. Dean Racer zipped around her in a blur, deflecting shots, but even super speed couldn't hold them off forever. Fallyn materialized beside them, hand already reaching—

A soldier stepped out from behind a crate, weapon aimed directly at her head. Time slowed. She saw his finger squeeze the trigger, saw the green energy build in the barrel. She couldn't teleport fast enough, not when she was already touching Tasha, not when—

The blast took Tasha in the chest.

"No!" Fallyn's scream tore from her throat as Tasha's eyes went wide, then empty. The woman who'd laughed at breakfast this morning, who'd been teaching her teenage daughter to control her own emerging powers, was gone.

Dean grabbed Fallyn, his speed carrying them both behind cover as more blasts scorched the air where they'd been. "She's gone. We have to go."

"Kumar's still—"

Another scream cut through the chaos. Kumar's voice, then silence.

"Now, Fallyn." Dean's face was streaked with tears, but his jaw was set. "We can't save them if we're dead."

She wanted to fight, wanted to teleport behind every one of these bastards and put a knife in their spines. But Dean was right. With shaking hands, she gripped his arm and pulled them both through space, landing hard on the concrete of the extraction point.

Patrick had already called for medical, though there was no point now. Dean collapsed to his knees, chest heaving. Fallyn stood frozen, her mind replaying those final moments. If she'd been faster. If she could take more than one person. If, if, if.

"Two KIA," she reported into her comm, voice hollow. "Returning to base."

The teleportation back to the Gemini Initiative felt like drowning. Each jump took longer to recover from—her knees buckling on the second, her vision graying at the edges on the third. By the time she materialized in the debriefing room, she had to brace against the wall to stay upright. 

Grayson Spark was already there, and he looked like hell. His usually perfect suit was wrinkled, his dark hair disheveled. The shadows under his eyes had shadows. As head of the Gemini Initiative, every loss landed on his shoulders, and they'd had too many losses lately.

"Report," he said.

Fallyn straightened, forcing her voice to stay steady. "Protogenus knew we were coming. It was an ambush from the start. They had energy weapons, the kind that can actually hurt us. We lost Tasha and Kumar."

"Stop." His voice was sharp, then softened. "This wasn't your fault, Fallyn. Your power has limitations. All of our powers do."

"My limitations got them killed."

"No. Protogenus killed them." He moved to the window overlooking the training grounds where other supes were preparing for missions they might not come back from. "We're fighting a war with yesterday's tactics while they're innovating every day."

He turned back to her. "Rick Charming is lending us an asset. One of his best from the Pollux Legion."

Fallyn's stomach tightened. The Pollux Legion played by different rules—brutal, efficient, and utterly without mercy. "We're that desperate?"

A ghost of a smile touched Gray's lips. "Desperate times. His name is Zane Shift. His power is unique. He phases through solid matter, shifts between dimensions. He might be exactly what we need."

"Or he might get more of us killed. The Pollux don't exactly play well with others."

"No," Gray agreed. "But neither does Protogenus. He arrives tomorrow. You'll be working with him."

"Sir—"

"That's not a request, Fallyn." His tone brooked no argument. "Get some rest. Grieve if you need to. But tomorrow, we adapt or we die."

She wanted to argue, but the weight of the day crashed over her. Two more friends gone. Two more failures. She nodded, not trusting her voice, and teleported to her quarters.

The shower was scalding, but she barely felt it. Water mixed with tears she wouldn't let anyone else see. Tasha's face kept flashing behind her eyelids. Kumar's scream echoed in her ears.

She pressed her palms against the tile wall, letting the water pound against her back. Around her, other supes were probably with their mates, finding comfort in their bonds. Sarah and Nick could fly together, their powers amplifying each other. Yaz and West had literally become fire and ice incarnate after bonding. Even Evie and Rick, as terrifying as their combined mind control was, had each other.
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