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PART I:




  REAL MINISTRY


  


  Chapter 1


  Why You Should Avoid a Pseudo Ministry


  


  In the Old Testament, true ministry was typified by the gold in the temple.  Every important object in the temple was covered with pure gold.  The Lord gave the design of the temple to Moses.


  And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering… And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them…  And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold…  And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat…


  Exodus 25: 1, 2, 8,17,21,22


  This is what God wanted His temple to look like.  No man has the right to introduce his own variations into God's master plan.  When King Solomon built the temple, he followed God's plan to the letter.


  And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height thereof: and he overlaid it with pure GOLD; and so covered the altar which was of cedar.  So Solomon overlaid the house within with PURE GOLD: and he made a partition by the chains of GOLD before the oracle; and he overlaid it with GOLD.  And the whole house he overlaid with GOLD, until he had finished all the house: also the whole altar that was by the oracle he overlaid with GOLD…  And within the oracle he made two cherubim of olive tree, each ten cubits high…  And he overlaid the cherubim with GOLD…  And the floor of the house he overlaid with GOLD, within and without.


  1 Kings 6:20-23, 28, 30


  And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto the house of the Lord: the altar of GOLD, and the table of GOLD, whereupon the shewbread was, And the candlesticks of pure GOLD, five on the right side, and five on the left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs of GOLD, And the bowls, and the snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons, and the censers of pure GOLD; and the hinges of GOLD both for the doors of the inner house, the most holy place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, of the temple.


  1 Kings 7:48-50


  Many years later, another king substituted the gold with brass.  Brass looks very much like gold.  It is "close and parallel", but it is not gold.  King Rehoboam brought brass into the Lord's house.  It may have looked like the real thing but God was not pleased with it.  Brass is an alloy consisting of copper and zinc.  In reality, brass is very different from pure gold!  Many people are deceived when the real is substituted for the pseudo.  That is why I am writing this book.


  So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the TREASURES of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king's house; he took all: he carried away also the shields of gold which Solomon had made.  Instead of which king Rehoboam made shields of BRASS, and committed them to the hands of the chief of the guard, that kept the entrance of the king's house.


  2 Chronicles 12:9-10


  Through this book, I want to help you to keep the gold in the temple.  You must not substitute anything for real biblical ministry.  As is the case with many professions, lay people do not really know what the professional does.  Lay people do not really know, for example, what a pilot or doctor knows.  It is important for everyone who is getting into the ministry to know what it is all about!


  I realise that many people like to create a mystical air about what they do. They do this to enhance their image within the profession.  However, the Lord has urged me to teach you what a pastor's real duties are.  In this book, I will not attempt to cover every detail of a pastor's work.  I am only going to share the main things with you. 


  It is my prayer that you will believe in the simplicity of the ministry. I realise that people often prefer complicated doctrines to simple truths.  They feel that the more complicated the message is, the more likely it is from God.  But the greatest truths are often simple enough for the common man to grasp.


  In the Book of Acts, Peter and the other apostles arrived at a crossroad of ministry.  At that crossroad, they had to decide which direction to take.  They had to decide whether they were going to be real ministers or secular administrators.  But they chose real ministry! 


  Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should LEAVE THE WORD OF GOD, AND SERVE TABLES.  Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.  But WE WILL GIVE OURSELVES CONTINUALLY TO PRAYER, AND TO THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD.


  Acts 6:2-4


  You must be able to differentiate between true ministry and pseudo-ministry.  A pseudo-ministry is not the real thing!  Like brass, which is a poor substitute for gold, it is close and parallel to the real thing. There are many things that look like true ministry, but are not. 


  For instance, being a church administrator makes you busy around the ministry.  Many pastors are actually administrators.  They are seen to be busy in and around the church office.  Psychologically, they feel that they are working for God.  After all, the rest of the world is in offices and behind computers.  People seem to have something important to do from nine to five everyday.  They go out there as secretaries, security men, computer programmers and so on.  If the pastor is not seen to be doing something similar, he feels unemployed.  I have had people ring me at home at eleven o'clock in the morning.  They would ask if I were still asleep.  They assume that a pastor sleeps all week.


  Dear ministers of the Gospel, do not be moved by people's opinions.  Do not yield to worldly pressures.  It is the prince of the power of the air who governs and directs the world.  Everything in the world is controlled from the Spirit realm.  Satan is a clever being and has deceived the whole world.  But this deception must not come into the church.


  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:


  Ephesians 2:2


  The world has been deceived into thinking that there is no life after death.  "Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die!  When you die you are dead like a dog!  Heaven is on earth and hell is on earth!  Life is what you make it!" These subtle slogans have influenced the masses to live their lives chasing after money and pleasure.


  When this kind of thinking enters the church, people feel that only secular (non-spiritual) things are of importance. Even pastors are under pressure to buy computers and sit in offices like everyone else.  But we are not "everyone else"!  We are shepherds of God's flock!  


  Shepherds are "dirty" people who live among the sheep.  Shepherds are people who give their lives for the sheep.  A shepherd is not an armchair executive!


  When you declare that your work is prayer, you immediately look queer!  Government officials have the audacity to suggest that the church spend its time doing more "fruitful" things.  Indeed!  What is more fruitful than prayer?  Why should we listen to unbelievers tell us how to do our job?  Why should godless men teach the church her duties?


  The church has come under so much pressure that many ministers have set aside the Great Commission.  The Great Commission is our principal instruction from the head of the church.


  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the world.  Amen.


  Matthew 28:19, 20


  Read it for yourself!  It is in black and white!  There is no mention of social, health or educational work.  Health and education may be by-products of the Great Commission but a by-product must not become the main product!


  Today, large sections of the church are mere hospitals, schools, relief organisations and social clubs.  This is unfortunate!  You will notice that secular health organisations and educational institutions do not set aside their jobs to preach the Word of God!  Satan smiles approvingly as the ministers of the Gospel metamorphose into politicians, social workers and health workers. The gold of ministry has been substituted with brass!


  This attitude filters down to the ordinary Christian.  One day, a young student brought me a report from the university. 


  He said, "Pastor, God is moving on the campus!"


  I said, "Really, what is happening?"


  He said, "God is working!"


  So I asked, "How is God moving?  What is He doing?"


  He said to me, "People are passing their exams!"


  I was taken aback. "Exams?"


  Although I didn't voice it out, I thought to myself, "When God moves, people get saved and filled with the Spirit."  Passing exams is a blessing from God but it is not the move of God.  Let us not get confused about God's work.  Let us understand what the Bible teaches about ministry.  Let's not mistake brass for gold.  Let us avoid the judgement of Rehoboam by bringing only gold into the temple.


  It is my prayer that as you read this book you will understand what pastors, shepherds and church leaders are supposed to do.  It's time to move away from "pseudo-ministry".  We cannot hasten the return of the Lord Jesus Christ with something that looks like the real thing but is not. 


  Three Reasons


  In summary, these are the three reasons why we should avoid a pseudo ministry:


  1.The church is the only institution that is mandated to preach the Gospel and make disciples of every nation.  No one else will do our job for us!


  2. We must not try to impress the world by doing things that they want us to do.  God is the one who called us and He is the one we must seek to please.


  3. We can only defeat Satan and his cohorts with real ministry!  A pseudo ministry has no place in this great end-time battle.


  I have a little code that will help you and I to remember the humble duties of a God ordained pastor. And it goes like this:  P for prayer, V for visitation, T for teaching (counselling and preaching) and I for interaction.  (P.V.T.I.)


  Chapter 2


  How You Can Achieve Excellence in Ministry


  


  You can achieve excellence in ministry!  Your ministry does not have to be mediocre.  However, you must realize that excellence must be achieved by God's standards, and not human standards.  In this short chapter, I want to show you four keys that brought excellence to Jesus' ministry.


  Jesus Christ is the greatest example for all of us.  He is given to us so we can see what God looks like.  In every situation we have the best example to follow.


  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the EXPRESS IMAGE of his person…


  Hebrews 1:3


  Remember this!  When you don't know what to do, do what Jesus did.  Jesus is the good shepherd (John 10:11).  He is the best example of a pastor you could ever have.  Are you a good pastor?  Who endorses your ministry-God or man?  Would Jesus say "Well done, good and faithful servant" to you?


  Jesus the Model of Excellence


  Since Jesus is the example of excellence, let us look at Jesus for direction in ministry.  I want us to look at four main areas of the good Shepherd's ministry:  prayer, visitation, teaching and interaction (PVTI).  A good understanding of these four aspects of Jesus' ministry will transform your pastoral ministry.


  1. Prayer


  And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there PRAYED.


  Mark 1:35


  2.Visitation


  And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE of Simon and Andrew, with James and John…


  Mark 1:29-31


  3.Teaching


  And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may PREACH there also: for therefore came I forth.  And he PREACHED in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils.


  Mark 1:38, 39


  4. Interaction


  Now as HE WALKED BY THE SEA OF GALILEE, HE SAW SIMON AND ANDREW his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.  And JESUS SAID UNTO THEM, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.


  Mark 1:16, 17


  These Scriptures show us that Jesus was a man of prayer, a man of preaching, a man of visitation and a man who interacted with the people.


  
PART II:




  PRAYER


  


  Chapter 3


  Ten Reasons Why Every Minister Should Pray


  


  Prayer is the foundation for every real ministry.  Prayer is actually the ministry.  Anyone who discovers this reality will have a great and fruitful ministry.  Let me give you ten reasons why every minister should pray.


  The Ten Reasons


  1. Pray because prayer is a great act of faith.  


  Prayer is one of the greatest acts of faith.  I never used to think so!  I always used to think that praying was different from exercising faith.  But now I realise that prayer demonstrates and releases faith.  The reason for this is simple; whenever you pray, you are declaring that you do not have faith in the arm of flesh.  Have you not noticed that every time you begin to pray, one hundred different "things to do" come to your mind?  


  Something tells you to make a call.  Something says to you 'get up and go'.  Something tells you to organise that meeting so that you have good success. When you decide to pray, you are saying that prayer will have a greater effect than all those physical things you have to do.  In other words, you are saying that God's direct intervention is the most important thing for your ministry.  That is faith in the arm of God.


  And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man:  And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.  And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.  And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.  And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them?  I tell you that he will avenge them speedily.  Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, SHALL HE FIND FAITH on the earth?


  Luke 18:1-8


  After this great lesson on prayer, Jesus asked an important question. Will I find faith on earth? He was asking: 'will I find people on earth who pray?' In other words, Jesus wondered whether He would find this expression of faith (prayer) when He returned to the earth.


  Prayer Is an Expression of Faith


  Do you want to be a great man of faith?  A man of faith is a man of great exploits.  Become a great man of faith by becoming a man of prayer. Prayer is one of the greatest expressions of faith in God.


  But without faith it is impossible to please him:  for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.


  Hebrews 11:6


  As you can see, you cannot please God without faith.  That means you cannot please God in the ministry without prayer.  You do not please God by being an administrator, accountant or computer wizard.  You please God by praying and demonstrating faith in Him.


  2. Pray because prayer makes you into a man of authority.


  And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them AS ONE HAVING AUTHORITY, and not as the scribes.


  Matthew 7:28, 29


  You will notice that Jesus was a man of authority.  Authority can be explained as "Not-easily-defined, invisible, magnetic aura that surrounds a man of God."  Authority emanates from your closeness to God.  The closer you are to a person, the more confidently you speak about him.  You will have more authority when you speak of him.


  For instance, when a great man dies, his death may not be announced immediately.  There are different reasons for this.  For instance, one of the heads of state of Nigeria, General Aguiyi-Ironsi, was assassinated on the 28th July 1966, but it was not announced until 14th January 1967.  However, if you were close to the family you would have been able to speak authoritatively about whether he was dead or alive.  If you said that the person was dead, people would believe you because of your closeness.  The closer you are, the more authority you have.
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