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Rosalie’s Palm

Rosalie’s husband, when he was alive, opened
a bar in South Branch and jokingly named it the “Rosie Palm” as a
tribute both to his wife Rosalie and the slang term for the lover
of last resort of unattached men. After his unfortunate demise,
Rosalie took over and made a small name change to make the place
more acceptable in polite society.

Rosie has a sympathetic affection for a few
of her customers, lonely, unattached men who she occasionally takes
home with her after closing time and, momentarily at least cures
both their loneliness and hers. Rosie, however, usually counts on
Pete, who delivers her weekly supply of beer every Friday
afternoon, to take care of her recurring need for affection.
Meanwhile her weekend waitress, May, aspires in vain to learn the
ways of the world from Pete’s sidekick, Lonnie.
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“I don’t know about next week, Rosie,” Pete
said as he prepared to get back on the road. “I’m going to be
training a new guy on this route, so unless I can ditch him
overnight, we may have to forego our frisky Friday night
frolic.”

“I hope he’s not going to be taking your
place!” Rosie said nervously. “Unless he’s young and good looking
of course!”

“I’m not worried,” Pete teased, “He won’t
know all the little tricks you lust after like I do!”

Pete arrived in South Branch every Friday
afternoon with a shipment of beer for “Rosalie’s Palm.” It was his
last stop on a weekly beer delivery route through Iowa, and he
typically spent Friday evening in Rosie’s bar and Friday night, and
most of Saturday morning in her bed. Lonnie, Pete’s understudy, was
learning the ropes of the beer delivery business, and his first
assignment was to accompany Pete on his route so that he could fill
in for Pete from time to time if necessary. By the end of the week,
he would be anxious to fill in for Pete any time!

They had plenty of time to get acquainted
during their hours on the road, and Pete learned that Lonnie was
nineteen, had recently graduated from high school, and was emerging
from an upbringing under the protection of pious and overprotective
parents. Lonnie was bubbling with unfulfilled sexual desire, but he
had been inculcated with the concept that sex, especially sexual
intercourse, was to be indulged in only with one’s opposite sex
spouse and even then, as infrequently as possible. As a result of
this undesirable indoctrination, Lonnie was a very confused young
man, who was flabbergasted and fascinated by Pete’s relaxed,
direct, and often humorous manner when he talked about sex.
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