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CALEN HAS FALLEN. EVERLORE has fallen. And, once more, Atlanta Skolar is on the run. Barely escaping the clutches of Adelaide, and believing her mother is dead, she escapes the fires of the ancient city.

Her escape, though, is bittersweet. Coupled with the unknown ability she has recently discovered, and the curious cause of her platinum-colored hair, she has yet to find a way to defeat the witch and her followers. Joined by her band of trusted friends, Atlanta must work to find the remaining Lunar Books and figure out the secrets within if she wants to stop Adelaide’s conquest for complete dominance.

But with hybrids and the compelled hot on her trail, the task seems almost impossible. Atlanta must find the strength within her and unleash the powers of the Coven Master if she wants to ensure the survival of her friends...and herself.
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Raul raced through the foliage, the sound of death following him.

His breath came in gasps, his heart thundering in his chest. He could still see burning bodies, hybrids tearing at the throats of the helpless, the sound of crackling wood and crashing walls. He couldn’t tell if his senses were still picking up the struggle he’d escaped, or his mind was replaying memories to taunt him. All he knew was that he had to get away.

His foot caught in the twisted roots of a tree, and he fell to the ground in a crash. His instincts told him to jump back up, to keep going, but he couldn’t. He closed his eyes, breathing in the moist aroma of the soil beneath him, his fingers clawing at the earth as he struggled with his emotions. His mind was racing.

They’re dead. They’re all dead, and I could do nothing!

Damian’s face flashed behind his closed lids, and Raul couldn’t help but gasp and cough. He could only hope his childhood friend had found a way out, that in the midst of the horrors he’d witnessed while escaping Everlore there was still a slight chance that Damian had escaped as well. Raul couldn’t handle the possibility that Adelaide’s hybrids might have somehow gotten to Damian and Atlanta. That the witch had finally won.

Escape, Druid. Live and fight another day. This is not your battle.

The words echoed in Raul’s head. He could still see Magnus’ serious look as the large man had cut his chains and set him free. The battle had started already, screams echoing through the large corridors beneath the city, and Raul had instantly known what was causing the turmoil.

He wanted to stay and fight. He wanted to help. But Magnus saw to it that he couldn’t. Raul remembered the wall opening, Magnus pushing him across the threshold, and then letting the large slab of rock slide back in place. It had taken Raul almost an hour to find his way through the darkness, and when he finally emerged from the tunnel he was standing at a high hill, hidden in the trees, looking down at the burning city of Everlore.

He’d wanted to go back. To find Damian and Atlanta, to fight the war he knew he was supposed to be a part of. However, from the top of that hill it was clear that no one in Everlore would survive. The screams, the fires. From the distance, the figures of attacker and attacked seemed like toy soldiers, but he could see everything clearly. He watched Magnus being tossed about, ripped to shreds by the hybrids. He’d witnessed a group of hybrids securing what looked like a woman’s head to the outer walls. 

He shuddered now just at the memory of it all.

Raul pushed himself to his feet and began running again. He needed to find a way back home, convince the elders they needed to gather their forces and return with a vengeance. Adelaide was stronger than he and Damian had anticipated. This was no longer a nuisance that needed to be dealt with. 

This was an all-out war.

Damian, I pray you found a way out.

Raul squeezed his eyes shut, fighting back a surge of tears that threatened to break free. He wanted to believe Damian was alive. He had to have faith that the leader of the Cast had found a way to get out before the hybrids had started their carnage. 

And Atlanta. We need Atlanta. 

Raul slowed to a stop and leaned against a tree trunk, breathing heavily, feeling the muscles in his legs scream. He had no idea how long he had been running, or in which direction, but he believed he was far away enough to think about what his next move would be.

A sharp cry of pain cut through the air, making Raul flinch. He turned towards the sound, instantly ready to bolt if needed. His hands balled up and green flames licked out from between his fingers.

If I go down, I’m going down kicking.

He waited. Nothing broke through the foliage, nothing came for him. The woods had fallen silent once more, and it was only then that he realized it was too silent. No birds chirping, no distant sounds of animals scurrying through the underbrush. All was still.

The cry came again, and Raul immediately began to run toward it. He wasn’t under attack, but someone else was. His mind screamed at him to let it go, that Magnus’ words rang true and this wasn’t his battle. If there would be any stopping to Adelaide’s reign of terror, someone had to survive and tell the other Druids.

But Raul didn’t care about that right now. His blood boiled at the sound of the screams, and he was determined to do something. Anything that would make this feeling of helplessness go away.

He crashed through the foliage, now hearing a clear struggle taking place, and pushed harder. The flames in his hands grew brighter, and just beyond the tree line flashes of green and red burst through the air. A body came hurtling towards him, and he quickly ducked in time as it flew over his head and crashed into a tree behind him, breaking it into two. Raul looked at the still figure, a dead hybrid, fangs elongated and red eyes open in a dead stare.

Raul’s head snapped around and he slowly made his way to the edge of the foliage, looking out at the battle ensuing beyond. His heart jumped.

Two figures were fighting an onslaught of hybrids. Raul instantly recognized Damian and Atlanta. The leader of the Cast was being weighed down by a satchel, but the magic that burst forth from him was strong enough to keep the hybrids at bay. Raul’s eyes weren’t fixed on Damian, though; he was staring wide-eyed at Atlanta.

He could barely recognize her, her hair now a bright shade of silver, her maroon suit engulfed in red flames as she screamed in fury and let loose a rage of fire at the surrounding hybrids. They came at her from all angles, but she was just as quick as they were, just as hungry for blood. With every burst of red fire from her came the gleam of her sword, swishing through the air, cutting and hacking at her enemies.

The Coven Master.

The words seemed to come from somewhere deep within his mind, from a place where memories were sent in an attempt to forget them. But he hadn’t forgotten them. The sight of Atlanta, the seemingly-silver hair, the red fire, the incredibly speed and agility.

The fusion of Witch and Druid. The offspring of magic.

Raul stood frozen in place. He had heard the stories, had memorized the scant instances when a Coven Master appeared in the world, but he had not expected to see one in his lifetime. The sight of her made him warm and cold at the same time. A rush of excitement mixed with a deep sense of fear coursed through him. 

“Atlanta!”
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