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Chapter 1:

 The City Among Clouds
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In the floating city of Lira, resting gently above the clouds like a sleeping daffodil, lived a girl named Elira. She was neither a warrior nor a mighty sorceress. She was simply a healer, tending to the sick with herbs and whispering dreams to lull children’s hearts to sleep.

Each morning, the sun would slowly pass over bridges made of air, illuminating paths of hanging crystals between the houses. Elira walked barefoot, carrying a basket of herbs, her eyes watching people more than the road. She saw faces, not shapes. She saw weariness, not appearances.

Despite the city’s beauty and calm, a hollow space lived inside her. She felt a longing she could not name—not for a place, but for meaning.
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