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Dedication:

For everyone who’s ever fallen in love on a rainy Nairobi evening.

Chapter 1: The Storm at Westlands Stage

The sky over Westlands was bruised gray, heavy with promise. By five o’clock, the city’s familiar hum—the honking matatus, the shouting touts, the chatter of office workers—felt distant beneath the first few drops of rain.

Amani hurried out of the Westlands office tower, her heels clicking on wet pavement. She clutched her handbag tightly, already regretting leaving her umbrella behind. Her phone buzzed with ride alerts that refused to confirm. The rain was fast, hard, and sudden, hammering on her hair and shoulders, leaving little escape for the unprepared.

At the stage, commuters were already gathering under the scant shelter of awnings. People jostled, some muttering curses, others laughing at the absurdity of being caught off guard. Amani slipped into a small covered corner near the Supermetro boarding point, trying to stay dry, but she could feel her blouse darkening.
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