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Welcome, adventurous reader, to the wild, colorful, and sometimes downright confusing world of Guatemalan slang! If you’ve ever been in Guatemala and wondered why someone called you a “chapín” or why your friend’s “pisto” isn’t a fancy drink, this book is for you.

Guatemala isn’t just about volcanoes, coffee, and tortillas (though we love those too) — it’s a country that speaks a language all its own, filled with expressions that will make you laugh, scratch your head, or both at the same time. From the cheeky “vos” to the playful “qué chilero”, Guatemalans have a talent for turning ordinary words into unforgettable sayings.

This dictionary is your ultimate guide to sounding like a local, impressing your Guatemalan friends, or just understanding what in the world they’re talking about at the market or on the bus. Whether you want to “tirar la talla” like a pro, know when someone is “bien pisto” (rich or loaded), or simply avoid looking clueless when someone says “¡qué tuani!”, we’ve got you covered.

So buckle up, keep your sense of humor ready, and get ready to explore the quirks, jokes, and surprises hidden in every corner of Guatemalan slang. Warning: reading this may cause uncontrollable laughter, spontaneous head-nodding, and the irresistible urge to pepper your conversations with words like “chapín”, “cabal”, and “fino”.
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A – Guatemalan Urban Slang
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Aguacatear – To chill or relax lazily.

"Hoy vamos a aguacatear en la plaza."

"Today we’re just going to chill at the plaza."

Al chile – Seriously, for real.

"Al chile, eso estuvo increíble."

"For real, that was amazing."

Andar en la lata – To wander around aimlessly.

"Andábamos en la lata todo el día sin hacer nada."
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