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Thank you for purchasing SET THE CAPTIVES FREE.

As a thank you, SCAN here to get your 3 Exclusive Resources available to you, today. 

When there you'll have the option to sign up for our occasional Substack Posts and get the Free Exclusive Resources—Not available to anyone elsewhere. 

Don't worry, you can cancel anytime and still keep your Resources.

—Tom Snow
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NOTES
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Verses or verse fragments originate from the New American Standard Version Bible (NASB)®, New International Version Bible (NIV)®, The Amplified Bible (AMP)®, The King James Version Bible (KJV)®, or Strong’s® Greek and Hebrew original texts; citations may or may not be included. All other names, trademarks, and any other such rights are owned by their respective originators. All other rights are reserved. 
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FOREWORD





As Jesus said in Luke 4:18,


“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has  Anointed me to proclaim Good News to the poor. He has sent me to Proclaim Freedom for the prisoners and Recovery of Sight for the Blind, to SET the OPPRESSED [CAPTIVES] FREE.”

Jesus was quoting from Isaiah 61:1,


“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has Anointed and Qualified Me to proclaim Good News to the poor [to preach the Gospel of good tidings to the meek, the poor, and afflicted]; He has sent me to BIND UP and HEAL the BROKENHEARTED, to PROCLAIM LIBERTY [FREEDOM] to the [PHYSICAL and SPIRITUAL] CAPTIVES and the OPENING of the PRISON and of the EYES to THOSE WHO ARE BOUND [and RELEASE from DARKNESS for the PRISONERS].”
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INTRODUCTION





The first book, THE DAILY STAND,contained many humorous and fun true stories of God’s miraculous power. This book will not center on such. While this book incorporates numerous true stories, it will address very serious topics needing immediate attention in the Church. 

In this book we will discuss many very extremely important subjects. Future books already planned for this series will feature many more fun true stories of God’s Power for you to read. So, stay tuned and follow along.

Nevertheless, for now, please continue reading this material so ALL the Captives can be Set Free!
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QUOTES FROM READERS





This book will challenge everything you believe about church and freedom. 

This book will cause controversy. Those being set free will love it. Those wanting to maintain captivity will hate it.

This is a once in a lifetime work, directly from the heart of the Father, to release His children from all the things that hold them captive and keep them from walking free in Him. 

It’s a must-read for ALL believers.

You better be ready to have your faith tested.

This book contains the refiner’s fire. 

After reading this book, ALL leaders (at every level) will want (need) to reevaluate their positions and responsibilities over God’s flock; as well as what God will require of them, holding them into account.

It’s a real gut wrencher. 

Be ready to be tested if you have a religious spirit.

This book will test you in many ways.

You may not be as safe as you thought.

If you’re convinced you’re safe, you’re probably not.

If you’re ready to argue that you’re not the ones being talked about here, you’re probably wrong.

If you think your theology or your religion will save you, it won’t.

Buckle up, you’re in for a challenging ride.

Will you put down this book and throw away this opportunity just so you can bury your head in the sand to pretend you’re “ok”?

Are you willing to take the test?

Do you want to remain bound/captive? If not, then read this book like your life depends upon it, so you can learn how to throw off the chains and join those being set free.








  
  

Chapter one
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WHAT YOU MIGHT THINK THIS BOOK IS ABOUT





BUT MOST LIKELY YOU’D BE WRONG


You might think this book will focus on deliverance—since many authors have written many books on this subject—to set captives free. Yet, while an important area, this book is not about that subject. 

Many people, including God’s people, need deliverance to be set free from many kinds of (evil) spirits that oppress or possess them, as discussed in the first book, THE DAILY STAND—but that’s not the topic to be covered here.

You might think this book will emphasize people being held captive under sin. Yet, again, while an important area, this book will not center on that subject. 

Many people, including God’s people, do need to be set free from sin(s) that rule their lives, as discussed in the first book—but that’s not the main focus of this book.

You might think this book is about people held captive in physical, mental, or emotional afflictions. Yet, again, while an important area, this book is not about that subject. 

Many people, including God’s people, do need to be set free from these afflictions that can plague their lives in many ways—but that’s not the topic to be covered here.

You might think this book is about innocent children or other people that are being held in bondage as slaves (for work) or sex slaves. Yet, again, while an absolutely heart-breaking and vitally important area, this book is not about that subject. 

Many innocent children or other people need to be set free from such unimaginable enslavement—but that’s not the topic to be covered here.

Instead, this book is about many of God’s people, the Body of Christ, the Church, the Saints being held captive in many areas and in many ways. I will discuss these things in the upcoming chapters. 

I will discuss some mind-blowing things—depending upon your experience with God. As well as, I will elaborate on some recent events that were the impetus to writing this book. 

For my next book, I had planned to write BREAKING THE CURSE OF THE GENERATIONS, following my first book, but the Lord preempted that plan. He redirected me, my heart broken, as I prayed for two wonderful but severely “captured” sisters. We’ll talk more about them and others in a later chapter.




[image: Believers being taken Captive]
Believers being taken Captive




Please note: throughout this book, I will talk a great deal or refer to things presented in depth from the first book [and manual], THE DAILY STAND. When I mention or refer to things from the first book, I may not spend the time to go into depth on those subjects, here, nor repeat all the scriptures or Greek and Hebrew. So, for anyone who hasn’t read the first book, please take the time to pause here and go read it so that you will understand how ALL these things connect.








  
  

Chapter two
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AREAS OF CAPTIVITY





THE “LARGEST AREA OF CAPTIVITY IS BETWEEN THE EARS”


LET’S TALK ABOUT THE MIND

Inside our minds, hold all our thoughts, and within our hearts, all our beliefs—good, bad, or ugly. Here, we fight the battle between good and evil, deciding which to listen to. 

From the beginning, the devil, the god of this world, has trained us to run his maze. Yes, we are nothing more than mice to him. Ring one bell one way and we’ll respond as trained. Ring another bell another way and we’ll respond to the next. Click a buzzer in our thoughts and we respond again. Send electrical shocks in different degrees and we’ll act according to all our programming. 

This is a given.


We cannot change it.


It’s the stronghold the god of this world has absolutely programmed in us and has absolute control over—no ifs, ands, or buts. The bible calls it our “old nature,” the “old self,” the “old man,” or the “flesh.” 

We talked about this subject in the first book. Let’s review a few things again and then elaborate more.

In Ephesians 4:17-24 it says,

“So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 

Being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 

And they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

But you did not learn Christ in this way, 

If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 

That, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 

And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 

And put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”

Do you remember what you learned in the first book about Christ? That Christ is not Jesus’s last name. In the Greek, it means the Anointing by the Holy Spirit. That it’s Christ [the Anointing] in you that’s the Hope of Glory. That we were sealed with the Holy Spirit [the Anointing] of promise on the day of our salvation until the day of redemption, as told in Ephesians 1:13-14,

“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were Sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of Promise, who is given as a Pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.”

Therefore, since we’ve been sealed with the Holy Spirit [by a pledge] until the day of redemption and since the Holy Spirit is God, who is Perfect, now lives within us, wouldn’t that mean that we have forever put away, finished with, removed, destroyed, and eliminated the old man? Shouldn’t it be “GONE,” “OVER,” “PAST,” “DONE WITH” forever? Since God is Perfect, wasn’t this process “ONCE and DONE?” 

Unfortunately, No.


IT’S A PLEDGE OF WHAT’S TO COME—NOT A GUARANTEE

In Second Corinthians 1:21-22 we’re told about the pledge again,

“Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and Anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a Pledge.”

In Romans 6:1-19 we’re told,

“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 

May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 

Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ [the Anointing] Jesus have been baptized into His death? 

Therefore, we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ [the Anointing] was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.

Now if we have died with Christ [the Anointing], we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ [the Anointing], having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 

For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

Even so, consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ [the Anointing] Jesus.

Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts… 

For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! 

Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for Obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 

But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 

And having been freed from sin, you became Slaves of Righteousness. 

I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now Present your members as Slaves to Righteousness, resulting in SANCTIFICATION.”

THERE’S THE KEY—SANCTIFICATION!

Sanctification is a process in each and every one of us that takes a Lifetime to complete. 

Yes, the promised Holy Spirit saved and sealed us on the day we invited the Lord into our lives, but that’s when the REAL WORK began. 

In Acts 26:18, as Paul is explaining to King Agrippa why he was chosen to go to the Gentiles, he said,

“To open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been Sanctified by faith in Jesus.”

Here who have been Sanctified is the Greek word ‘hagiazō’ (hah-gē-a-zō), which means, “to make holy,” “consecrate,” “sanctify,” “hallowed,” “keep himself holy,” “sanctified,” “sanctifies”—which comes from the root word ‘hagios’ (hah-gē-os) meaning “sacred,” “holy,” “Holy of Holies,” “holy one,” “holy place,” “most holy,” “saint,” “saints,” “sanctuary.”

Let’s take a quick tangent to realize that the Lifelong Process of Sanctification, making us and keeping us holy, is a GIFT from God to allow us to enter the ‘hagios’ (hah-gē-os), the “Holy of Holies.” Do you remember the Tabernacle God gave the Israelites in the wilderness? It had three distinctive areas: the Outer Court, the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies, where God lived. Everyone who wanted to find God could come into the Outer Court to cleanse themselves and give burnt offerings. Then, and only then, could they proceed into the Holy Place. But in the Old Testament times, only the High Priest (singular) could enter the Holy of Holies—and that was iffy sometimes. It wasn’t until Jesus died and the curtain was ripped in two that Believers, Saints, had a path to come into the Holy of Holies where God lives.

Did you note that the word ‘hagiazō’ (hah-gē-a-zō) not only defines the process of Sanctification as the only way of access into the Holy of Holies, but also defines what are true Saints? Meaning that this same Lifelong Process of Sanctification, by the Holy Spirit working in us, causes us to become Saints. Therefore, becoming a Saint [in the true biblical sense, not in religious “sainthood” false Beliefs] is NOT a given—which we, as Christian Believers, unfortunately have just taken for granted—by our lack of knowledge. 

Moving on, this same Greek word ‘hagiazō’ (hah-gē-a-zō) is used as Sanctified in Second Timothy 2:20-21,

“But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also [utensils] of wood and earthenware, and some for honorable and noble [use] and some for menial and ignoble [use].

So whoever cleanses himself [from what is ignoble and unclean, who separates himself from contact with contaminating and corrupting influences] will [then himself] be a vessel set apart and useful for honorable and noble purposes, Sanctified, consecrated and profitable to the Master, fit and ready for any good work.”

Another word for Sanctification in the Greek is ‘hagiasmos’ (hah-gē-as-MOS) which is from ‘hagiazō’ (hah-gē-a-zō), and means, “consecration,” “sanctification,” “sanctifying work,” “sanctity,” and denotes a current, ongoing, and lifelong process.

In Second Thessalonians 2:13-14 we’re told,

“But we, brethren beloved by the Lord, ought and are obligated [as those who are in debt] to give thanks always to God for you, because God chose you from the beginning as His first fruits (first converts) for salvation through the Sanctifying Work of the [Holy] Spirit and [your] belief in (adherence to, trust in, and reliance on) the Truth. 

[It was] to this end that He called you through our Gospel, so that you may obtain and share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Anointing).”

Let's reread Romans 6:19 in the AMP:

“I am speaking in familiar human terms because of your natural limitations. For as you [presented] Yielded your bodily members [and faculties] as servants to impurity and ever-increasing lawlessness, so now [present] Yield your bodily members [and faculties] once for all as servants to righteousness (right being and doing) [which leads] to Sanctification.”

Seeing that “presenting” is “yielding” and remembering everything the first book taught you about Yielding; we recognize that Yielding is an ongoing, lifelong, daily, moment-by-moment process which leads to Sanctification. And that process will remain incomplete for as long as we live on Earth.

Again in Romans 6:22, 

“But now, having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, Resulting in Sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.” 

Note the wording, “Resulting in.” I love that this defines the end result of the lifelong process, which has predetermined results for our benefit (for our good)!

Again in First Peter 1:1-2, 

“To those…who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the Sanctifying Work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.”

Once again, let me repeat, it’s the Sanctifying Work of the Spirit of God in us—it’s not a given—it’s a process that only we can allow by Choice and Yielding.

THE SECRET IS TO REMAIN IN CHRIST

In Second Corinthians 5:17, 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ [in the Anointing], he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”

Just to repeat from earlier, we talked a great deal in the first book about what IN Christ means and how to live in and operate out of that place, so I will not repeat it here. If you haven’t read the first book, THE DAILY STAND, please pause and read it to understand how ALL these things, in this book and the rest, interconnect.

FOUR VOICES


WHO ARE WE LISTENING TO?

One, the voice we are hearing might be from God, He with the big “G”. The True and Living God of Israel who created the Heavens, the Earth, and the Universe—who still (constantly) holds all of it (everything) together by the Word of His Mouth.

Two, the voice we are hearing might be from the god of this world (or his cohorts), he with the little “g” talking from the outside—or worse, we may hear from demons occupying our inner spaces.

Three, the voice we are hearing might be from us and our old self that was taught everything we know, from the beginning, by the god of this world. 

By the way, in case you haven’t realized it yet, number two and three will sound the same to us—hardly distinguishable to most, if not all—because we were so well-trained.

Or, four, the voice we are hearing might be from [many] others who we’ve allowed (given permission) to have influence over us—unknowingly or not.

I WILL LEAVE HEARING FROM GOD FOR LAST

Many believers think they know the voice of God and won’t make the same mistakes that others might make—but for that reason alone, they will make those mistakes over and over—then someday wonder why.

Like the ‘ol devil on one shoulder and the angel on the other—continually whispering into our ears—we hear a constant bombardment of voices. Thoughts of every kind. Some learn to tune it out—which might be beneficial in one way—blocking the voices of the enemy and our maze-trained internal voices. But if we desire to hear from the Lord, He with the big “L”, then tuning out everything becomes self-defeating.

So learning how to distinguish the voice of God from others becomes vital to our spiritual health. 

THE POWER OF THE AIR

In the first book, we discussed in great detail about the Power of the Air. How the enemy uses many forms of influence to speak into our lives—the most devious being, the whispering in our ears as the polar opposite of hearing God’s still small voice.

The devil has been ruling over us since the beginning. He’s taught us to run the maze. As the ruler of the world, he controlled all our thoughts, beliefs, feelings, and influence.

That is until we gave our lives to the Lord. Then he lost influence over us. But guaranteed he didn’t give up the fight. He constantly attempts to lure us back to the influences (voices) of our upbringing and regain his control.

Therefore, as well-trained mice, we can become our own worst enemy. Even if we learn how to walk in God’s Authority (as taught in the first book) and cut off the enemy’s presence and influence, we are well-trained and, without intervention, will do the enemy’s job for him.

HEARING FROM THE INSIDE

We discussed oppression and possession in great detail in the first book. When fallen angels, demons, spirits oppress or possess areas in or around us, these beings overwhelm us with thoughts and feelings, compelling us to remain captive. For whatever reason we allowed, or worse, agreed, that these spirits could take up residence [forever]. They will compel us to do their bidding until released from their captivity. 

You will learn more about this in the upcoming chapter, “TYPES OF CAPTIVITY.”

WE CAN BE OUR OWN WORST ENEMY

We are so well-trained that the devil can sit back and laugh as we (most likely) will fall back to our deeply embedded training. The devil and his cohorts don’t need to do much of anything—just “ring the bell” and we’ll gladly take over (by our old nature) and become the ones dictating to ourselves what we are to do. Then, if we ever question those voices, we will end up arguing against ourselves. That catch-22 is a no-win situation and the devil’s delight.

VOICES OF OTHERS

Who have we allowed to have influence over us? 

Was it our parents? 

Was it school teachers as we grew up? 

Was it pastors, leaders, or others in churches? 

Was it mentors from other sources, areas, or times in our lives?

Were they (hopefully) “for good” or were they “inherently” or “hiddenly” evil?

Most likely, some of each. 

These influential voices of others from our lives resound in our ears and throughout our beings. While some voices serve good, many originate from their father, the ruler of this world, who taught them.

How can we know the difference? Stay tuned and learn.

WHAT ARE SOME THINGS THESE VOICES SAY TO US?

Let’s look at some examples, starting with self-image views:

How about when we say or think, “I don’t have a good image [view] of myself [or who I am]”? Comparing this or that area in our lives—areas we view as lacking—when comparing ourselves to others. Not liking this or that about ourselves. Maybe even causing eating or mental disorders for some because of it—in some fashion or another. This is a negative view from the outside in.

Then we have, “You don’t believe you have self-worth.” This differs from self-image. This is a negative view from the inside out. Self-worth is evaluating if we have value to anyone, including ourselves. Do you have negative self-talk beliefs going on inside? Maybe raging inside? Sometimes? All the time? Do you drown yourself in self-contempt?

How about, “You don’t have a good body-image (view) of yourself.” Too big? Too small? Too short? Too tall? Too heavy? Too skinny? I don’t like my hair—length, color, type, etc.? I don’t like my skin color? Believing others view you the same (negative) ways you do.

You may not have a good view of what you think of yourself in one or many areas. Like: “I’m a loser” or “I mess up everything.” Can you name others about yourself?

You may not have a good view of what others think of you. Like: “They know I have all these problems,” and “I’m sure that their ‘less than perfect look’,” or “Their ‘less than perfect response’,” proves it. 

Do you think, say or feel this way about any of these things?


“Death and life are in the power of the tongue—with every word we are creating or tearing down.” [Quoted from Dallas Malloy, “Stand Up and Fight: Words of Courage from a Women’s Boxing Pioneer to Unlock Your Faith and Conquer Fear”, Lord & J.J. Press.]

It’s important to note all these negative thoughts, including anxiety, worry, and doubt, if left unchecked,  turn into the words we say and become tools for the enemy to tear us down. 

Are you afraid to let God’s light into every room of your mind, heart, soul, feelings, and being? 

Does the thought of the darkness that could be uncovered scare you?

You might “fight” against these thoughts, but know that they are a genuine struggle that many face regularly. 

Did you notice that all these things happen between the ears?


HOW ABOUT BELIEFS?


Do you believe in good or evil? How do you define them? Are they black and white—the devil versus God—or do you believe in many shades of gray?

Do you believe you deserve good things, or do you believe you deserve bad things in life? Or maybe some of each?

Do you think other people believe you deserve good or bad things in life?

What do we believe we must do to gain acceptance?

What have we been taught?

Have others’ Belief Systems had a major influence over our lives?

HOW ABOUT THE HEART?


Are your emotions good or bad?

Are your feelings good or bad?

What things do you hold on to at a deeper level, versus just the thoughts that pass through your mind?

WHAT ABOUT OTHER AREAS?


Do you wrestle with unforgiveness? Do you forgive EVERYONE all the time for everything?

What about judgements? Do you wrestle with them? Are you judgement free?

How are you with course jesting? The kind that actually belittles, degrades, harshly pokes fun, or demeans others.

How about OCD? 

How about being a germaphobe? 

Do fears, phobias control you or any part of your thinking or life?

Do you wrestle with these or other mental conditions? 

Do you need to take medications for such mental challenges?

Are you a workout freak?

Are you a workaholic?

Or to the other side, someone who avoids such?

Are you lazy?

Do you overeat? If so, do you know why?

Do you have a problem with alcohol or drugs? If so, do you know why you do?

Do you have a problem with sins that plague your life? Not just the act of simple mistakes that we ALL make. But things when we get “taken away” or “caught up in” them, they can capture us; such as,

Lusting after “things” versus normal functions or desires?

The misuse of sex?

The misuse of food?

The love of money?

Wanting power and control?

WHY SO MANY QUESTIONS?


Because these denote just a few of the many areas that can consume us. Some a little. Some a lot. Some overwhelmingly. Noting that these many, sometimes overwhelming, thought processes or areas can come from many sources.

HOW ABOUT YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD?


[HE WITH THE BIG “G”]


Do you believe in Him?

Do you have a personal relationship with the Lord?

Do you try to walk with God? And allow Him to walk with you?

Do you try to talk to and hear from God? 

FURTHER: IN ADDITION ABOUT HEARING FROM GOD

Do you think you hear from Him regularly? 

Or not so much?

Maybe a little?

Maybe a lot? 

Maybe often? 

Maybe daily?

Some days more than others?

Maybe all the time?

The first book explains many things about learning to walk with the True and Living God, the God of Israel, the God who created all things in the Heavens, the Earth, and the Universe. Who still holds all of those things together by the word of His mouth.

If you’re a person who has walked with God, been genuinely humbled by the Spirit of God, not someone pretending in fake spirituality or fake religiosity, you would answer that,

“For [NOW] our knowledge is fragmentary (incomplete and imperfect), and our prophecy (our teaching) is fragmentary (incomplete and imperfect).

But when the complete and (total) perfect comes, the incomplete and imperfect will vanish away (become antiquated, void, and superseded).

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; NOW that I have become a man, I am done with childish ways and have put them aside.

[Yet] for NOW we are looking in a mirror that gives only a dim (blurred) reflection [of reality as in a riddle or enigma], but then [when perfection comes—when we stand before Him] we shall see in reality and face to face! NOW I know in part (imperfectly), but then I shall know and understand fully and clearly, even in the same manner as I have been fully and clearly known and understood [by God].” (1 Corinthians 13:9-12 AMP)

If you’d answered otherwise—such that you hear perfectly, 100 percent of the time or even close—or think [or believe] your walk is just as Perfect, you’re full of CRAP, and in need of the Truth!

Instead, let us adopt a proper position to walk humbly before our God.








  
  

Chapter three
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BELIEF SYSTEMS ~ THE STOCKHOLM SYNDROME





THE ENTICEMENT


Like treasure hunters enthralled by the dream of achieving the impossible, to have that treasure for themselves and then show off to the world [who just thought that they were “dreamers”, “wasting their lives away”] that they  DID IT—that they DO have Self-Worth and Deserve Respect!

In the same way, temptations, lures, and incentives dupe many into volunteering for captivity. 

Whether it’s for:

Something which fosters self-respect and/or respect from others.

Something that boosts their self-esteem.

Something that improves their health in various ways.

Something that gives them wealth [in many areas or ways]. This may include actual dollars, but it’s not limited to money.

Something bestowing GIFTS upon them in various ways.

Giving them something strong to Believe in.

Something that gives their lives Meaning and Purpose.

Something that gives them a Reason to live.

Something giving them Love.

Something that gives them Honor.

Something that gives them Power.

Something that gives them Freedom.

Something that gives them Position.

These things can make them extremely susceptible and, therefore, freely choose to volunteer themselves to become captives.

THE STOCKHOLM SYNDROME


“The ‘Stockholm Syndrome’ is a proposed condition or theory that tries to explain why hostages sometimes develop a psychological bond with their captors…

Emotional bonds can form between captors and captives during intimate time together, but these are considered irrational by some in light of the danger or risk endured by the victims.” [quoted from Wikipedia®]

We’ve observed Stockholm Syndrome scenarios play themselves out in actual hostage situations. Where captives were first imprisoned by their abductors—whether any part of it started out voluntarily. Then once realizing that they cannot escape; they end up going from hating and resisting their captors; to tolerating and existing under them; to becoming accustom to them; to becoming thankful to them; to embracing them; to cooperating with them; to eventually becoming them.
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BELIEF SYSTEMS


DEFINITION OF BELIEF SYSTEMS

I’m not big into the philosophers, but since I’m not depending upon their beliefs to define our relationship to the True and Living God, I will use their definitions of Belief Systems here as a premise for this one subject.

“Belief systems are structured sets of principles or tenets held to be true by individuals or larger groups, encompassing aspects such as [or contain aspects such as] morality, life purpose, or empirical [pragmatic] reality. They profoundly influence human behavior, shaping individual code of conduct, societal actions, values, and perceptions.” - as quoted from HelpfulProfessor.com®

And their quote is from Uso-Domenech & Nescolarde-Selva ®, 2016, which also includes, 

“In beliefs we live, we move and we are [...] the beliefs constitute the base of our life, the land on which we live [...] All our conduct, including the intellectual life, depends on the system of our authentic beliefs. In them [...] lies latent, as implications of whatever specifically we do or we think [...] the man, at heart, is believing or, which is equal, the deepest stratum of our life, the spirit that maintains and carries all the others, is formed by beliefs...” (as originally quoted from Ortega y Gasset ®) 

People create and form Belief Systems around their needs, lacks, and desires, just as with the enticements described above. That (unfortunately) are easily exploitable by other people (and the demons behind them) wanting rule, power, and control. Men (and women) love power and control—as discussed in the first book. 

FOR EXAMPLE: CATHOLICISM

Let’s look at Catholicism as one example. While I have met some wonderful Catholic believers who have truly met the Lord, received Him into their lives, and some Spirit-filled, there are many who are only members of the denomination with no personal relationship with the Lord. Who live their lives by rote and religion.

It’s easy for many onlookers to understand that worshipping Mary, the Saints, statues, and/or going about the numerous rituals of that religion are a false Belief System created by men (or of demons-in-nations).


HOW ABOUT MORMONISM?


The “prophet” Joseph Smith's many letters and the Book of Mormon, based on his “divine revelations” from “God,” are meant to lead his followers to “greater knowledge” beyond the Bible.
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