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      This book “Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Volume 1)” is the Eleventh in the Prayer power series. The books in this series that have already been written are:

      
        	The Way Of Victorious Praying

        	The Ministry Of Fasting

        	The Art Of Intercession

        	The Practice Of Intercession

        	Praying With Power

        	Practical Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer

        	Moving God Through Prayer

        	The Ministry Of Praise And Thanksgiving

        	Waiting On The Lord In Prayer

        	The Ministry Of Supplication

        	Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer (Volume 1)

        	Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer (Volume 2)

        	The Centrality Of Prayer

        	Prayer and Spiritual Intimacy

        	Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Volume 3)

        	The Art of Worship

        	Learning To Importune In Prayer

        	Prayer And A Walk With God

        	From His Prayer files 

        	Learning To Importune In Prayer

        	Prayer and Holiness

        	Pray or Perish

        	Pray Without Ceasing

      

      Prayer is central to any work and to any move of God. We have been burdened for very many years now about praying, and are labouring to pray ever increasingly. We have been burdened about the centrality of prayer and have laboured to lead individuals into seeing the necessity of prayer, and to actually pray. We have been burdened to lead churches into seeing the necessity of prayer and into praying. As I prayed alone, and as we travelled and taught about prayer, I took down key thoughts for myself that came through as I prayed alone, as I led others in prayer and as we taught on prayer. In this book we share with you some of the thoughts that have come to us as we taught and as we prayed.

      Our prayer is that by God’s grace you will find in this book some thoughts that will revolutionise and stir your heart to pray and pray and pray.

      May our God bless you exceedingly.

      
        
        Your brother in Christ,

      

      

      
        
        Zacharias Tanee Fomum.
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      Unless the prayer life of an individual is revived and kept vigorous, all that may be happening in his spiritual life may be just activities of the soul life, which are bound to be short-lived before man and of no consequence at all before God.

      
        	Prayer is the most important work on earth.

        	Prayer is very hard work.

        	Prayer is the greatest thing that anyone can do on earth to advance the interest of God, the Church, man, and himself.

        	Prayer is the rail on which the locomotive of God’s power moves.

        	A man is only as spiritual and only as important before God as his prayer life is.

        	Prayer is the greatest power in all the world.

        	Prayer has more power locked up in it than the atomic bomb.

        	Prayer is the one thing that puts the devil’s kingdom into confusion.

        	God’s ablest soldiers are those who pray.

        	Prayer is the priority of spiritual people.

        	Prayer is the way to God’s heart.

        	God has committed Himself to answer all prayers that are in His will and that flow forth from pure hearts.

        	Praying people have more power over nations than Heads of States.

        	The world is controlled by praying believers.

        	A prayer meeting of Spirit-filled believers has more power over the affairs of the world than the United Nations’ Security Council.

        	One praying man can change a life, family, city, nation, and continent.

        	All people are open to being controlled by prayer. They all yield to the power of prayer, even if they do not want to.

        	Men are powerless against the prayers of holy, consecrated people.

        	All things are possible to the one who prays.

        	Praying saints know nothing that is impossible with God.

        	People who pray never accept a “No”. They press on with God until their request is granted.

        	Prayer is more important than preaching.

        	Prayer is more important than writing books.

        	Prayer is more important than evangelism.

        	Prayer is more important than teaching the Word.

        	Prayer is more important than helping the poor.

        	Prayer is more important than every other thing in the Christian life.

        	Prayer is the priority of priorities.

        	Prayer is the one thing that Satan dreads.

        	The most important preoccupation of Satan is to stop the saints from praying.

        	Character is more easily changed by prayer than by all else.

        	World peace will be accomplished faster by prayer than by human peace efforts.

        	The unity of the church is maintained more by prayer than by talking, boards, and resolutions.

        	Economic situations are altered faster by prayer than by all other means put together.

        	The prayer chamber is the place of victory.

        	Praying is the answer to indulgence.

        	Praying leads to total deliverance from worldliness.

        	Prayer is work. Get to work. Get to prayer. If you are a real “man”, you should pray.

        	Pray silently.

        	Pray aloud.

        	Shout in prayer.

        	Cry out in prayer.

        	Stand up in prayer.

        	Lift up your hands while praying.

        	Walk while praying.

        	Kneel while praying.

        	Go on long prayer walks alone with God.

        	Go on a hill or mountain to pray.

        	Withdraw for fifteen minutes of prayer alone.

        	Withdraw for one hour of prayer alone.

        	Withdraw for twelve hours of prayer alone.

        	Withdraw for twenty-four hours of prayer alone.

        	Withdraw for one week of prayer alone.

        	Withdraw for one month of prayer alone.

        	Withdraw to pray in pairs.

        	Withdraw to pray in fours.

        	Withdraw to pray in larger groups.

        	Pray when you have a burden.

        	Pray when you have no burden.

        	Pray when you feel like praying.

        	Pray when you do not feel like praying.

        	Pray when all in you hates praying.

        	Pray when you “feel” the presence of God.

        	Pray when you do not “feel” the presence of God.

        	Pray when you feel like giving up the Lord.

        	Pray when you think you hate God!

        	Pray when you are happy.

        	Pray when you are sad.

        	Pray when you are frustrated.

        	Pray when you have been successful.

        	Pray when you have failed.

        	Pray when you have been encouraged or praised.

        	Pray when you have been rebuked.

        	Pray when you have come to the end of yourself.

        	Pray when answers come quickly.

        	Pray when answers do not seem to come.

        	Pray in the morning.

        	Pray in the afternoon.

        	Pray in the evening.

        	Pray in the night.

        	Pray into the night.

        	Pray throughout the night.

        	Pray when you are tired.

        	Pray when you are hungry.

        	Pray when you have eaten.

        	Pray when you are sleepy.

        	Pray after you have slept.

        	Pray when you are in an emergency.

        	Pray when all is going well.

        	Pray one-sentence prayers.

        	Pray long prayers.

        	Pray for yourself.

        	Pray for others.

        	Pray for all men.

        	Pray specifically.

        	Pray in a general way.

        	Pray for the glory of God to be manifested in your life.

        	Pray for the glory of God to be manifested in the Church.

        	Pray for the glory of God to be manifested in the world.

        	Pray when you doubt yourself.

        	Pray when you doubt God.

        	Pray when you believe yourself.

        	Pray when you believe God.

        	Pray with tears.

        	Pray with sighs.

        	Pray with groans.

        	Pray with known words.

        	Pray with unknown words.

        	Pray with unknown tongues.

        	Pray without words.

        	Pray when you are fasting.

        	Pray when you are not fasting.

        	Pray until the answer comes.

        	Pray that the Lord should show you His needs.

        	Pray that the Lord’s needs be provided for.

        	Pray that the holiness of the Lord be manifested to you and in you.

        	Pray that the holiness of the Lord be manifested in the Church.

        	Pray that the holiness of the Lord be manifested to the world.

        	Pray that the Lord’s will be known and accomplished in your life.

        	Pray that the Lord’s will be known and accomplished in the Church.

        	Pray that the Lord’s will be manifested to the world.

        	Pray that the Kingdom of God should come in full measure.

        	Pray more than any person you have seen give himself to praying.

        	Pray more than any person about whom you have read.

        	Make prayer your one preoccupation.

        	Satisfy God’s heart through praying.

        	Win the Christian race through praying.

        	Pray without ceasing.

        	What I say to you, I say to all : Pray!
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        	Prayerlessness is the worst sin.

        	Prayerlessness is a disaster.

        	Preachers who spend more time before men than they spend before God, are dangerous men. They will ultimately do more harm to God’s cause than any good that they think they are doing.

        	Prayerlessness opens the door for the committing of many other sins.

        	Prayerless men replace praying with singing.

        	Prayerless men replace praying with counselling.

        	Prayerless men replace praying with preaching.

        	Prayerless men replace praying with helping the poor.

        	Prayerless men replace praying with the writing of books.

        	Prayerless men replace praying with the writing of tracts.

        	Prayerless men replace praying with councils, boards, synods, et cetera.

        	Every sin that has ever been committed can be attributed to the prayerlessness on the part of someone.

        	Every act of backsliding is the result of prayerlessness.

        	The Word of God is always dull in the ears of prayerless saints.

        	Prayerlessness is the refusal to know God’s will.

        	Prayerlessness is the refusal to do God’s will.

        	Prayerlessness is disobedience to God and His word.

        	Prayerlessness is taking sides with Satan against God.

        	Prayerlessness is giving the devil weapons with which to fight God.

        	Prayerlessness is an attempt to overthrow God.

        	Prayerlessness is a determination to ensure that the lost remain lost.

        	Prayerlessness is a determination to ensure that backsliders remain backslidden.

        	Prayerlessness is a determination to ensure that the Body of Christ never reaches maturity.

        	Prayerlessness is a determination to ensure that the Lord Jesus does not return to take His Bride with Him.

        	Prayerlessness does more harm to God’s cause than adultery.

        	Prayerlessness does more harm to God’s cause than murder.

        	Prayerlessness does more harm to God’s cause than divisions.

        	Prayerlessness does more harm to God’s cause than heresy.

        	Prayerlessness is laziness, regardless of how busy one may consider oneself to be.

        	Prayerlessness is purposelessness, regardless of how goal-directed the person may consider himself to be.

        	Prayerlessness leads to godlessness.

        	Prayerlessness results in selfishness.

        	Prayerlessness results in the loss of vision.

        	Prayerlessness results in indulgence.

        	Prayerlessness results in inner and outer disharmony.

        	Prayerlessness is evidence of backsliding.

        	Prayerlessness is evidence of lost glory.

        	Prayerlessness is proof that Satan and a man are establishing a relationship.

        	Prayerlessness is evidence that a man has lost God.

        	Prayerlessness is proof that a person has an idol in his heart, most probably the idol “self”.

        	Prayerlessness is proof that the mind is no longer set on heavenly things.

        	Prayerlessness says that one is finding God a problem.

        	When prayer times are reduced, prayerlessness has begun.

        	When prayer is boring, prayerlessness is advancing in the heart of a person.

        	When prayer times are infrequent, prayerlessness is being established.

        	The enemies of the cross commit the sin of prayerlessness with free consciences.

        	The one who stagnates in prayer, praying the same number of hours a day for several years and having no increasing burden, is already committing the sin of prayerlessness.

        	All the prayerless should repent.

        	The sin of prayerlessness must be recognized.

        	The sin of prayerlessness must be confessed and forsaken.

        	The spirit of prayer must be invited to possess the praying believer.

        	Be stiff-necked no longer.

        	Watch and pray.

        	What I say to you, I say to all : Watch and pray.

        	Prayerlessness is manifested by no praying at all.

        	Prayerlessness is also manifested by too little praying.

        	Prayerlessness is also manifested when old believers pray like babies in Christ.

        	Prayerlessness is also indicated by the fact that too little is invested in it.

        	The church that does not pray for her pastor will soon reap what she has sown – a nation-shaking scandal!

        	Make prayer your priority number one.
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        	The Lord Jesus had to be in the house of prayer. He had to pray. Prayer was His very life. Everything began and ended in prayer. He prayed before He did things. He prayed while He did things and He prayed for what had been done.

        	The Lord Jesus lived to do His Father’s will, and that will was received and executed primarily through prayer.

        	When the Lord Jesus entered the temple at the age of twelve, He was already a Master in the art of praying. He did not automatically know how to pray. He learned to pray. He spent the first twelve years of His life learning how to do the most important “must” of His life. He was taught to pray by His Father. In order to learn and make rapid progress, He must have given Himself totally to learning how to pray.

        	It is to be expected that the disciple should enrol in the “School of Prayer” that is run by God, spend many years there and from Him learn the art of praying.

        	It is also expected that the wise disciple should enrol in the school of prayer of some advanced saint who has been taught by God to pray, and there learn from man how to pray. In that way, that saint will supplement what was received in God’s school of prayer with what has been received in man’s school of prayer, and, thereby, make rapid progress.

        	The problem of our day is that there are few, very few, who want to pay the price of enrolment in God’s School of Prayer. In addition to this, the schools of prayer of men after God’s heart are hardly existent.

        	The primary essence of prayer is communion with God.

        	The believer’s spirit is his primary school of prayer. It is here that the Holy Spirit dwells and receives from the Father and gives to the believer.

        	Since the spirit of the believer is the place of contact and communion with the Holy Spirit, and since there is no other way by which the believer can enter into communion with God, except through the Holy Spirit, we can say that the spirit of the believer is the place where prayer takes place, for there, the believer receives God’s will and prays it back to the Father from there.

        	The believer who would make progress in the Ministry of Prayer must get rid of every sin in his life. He must be pure in spirit. He must do this, first of all, by being observant and, consequently, confessing any sin that is manifested in his life and, secondly, by labouring to enter into the sanctified life.

        	The preacher who will pray for ten hours and preach for two hours each week will see great things begin to happen in his own life and in the lives of those who listen to his sermons. He will become increasingly filled with God. The dull of hearing will begin to hear; the disobedient will begin to obey; the worldly will begin to find worldly things distasteful; unbelievers will begin to truly understand the Gospel and get genuinely saved. A ministry like that of the Lord Jesus’ will become visible in that place, and God will be glorified.

        	The apostle Paul prayed as if all depended on his prayers and he pleaded with the saints to pray for him as if all depended on their prayers. The combined effect of his praying and theirs was a very fruitful ministry.

        	All work that is not prayed through adequately, several times over, is actually an activity of the flesh. It will not last. It will bring no reward at the Judgment Seat of the praying Christ.

        	Everyone who wants to do a great work for God must have a clear strategy for praying for everything that he intends to do, well ahead of time. Projects that are to be carried out ten years from today must be soaked in prayer now. It is not enough to pray alone. Prayer partners must be recruited and properly organized into a prayer force.

        	The baptism of Jesus into water was immediately followed by a Personal prayer session of great intensity on the banks of the Jordan. So mighty was the force of His praying that His prayer tore the sealed heavens and the Holy Spirit gladly came down upon Him in bodily form.

        	Anyone who expects any promise of God to be fulfilled in his life or the life of the Church without sustained cooperation with God in prayer is mistaken. Anyone who thinks that because he prayed in the past, he can relax at the moment and yet reap the full fruit of God’s current move, is self-deceived.

        	God’s promises are like pregnancies. Whether or not a healthy child will be born does not only depend on the praying that led to the pregnancy, but, even more, on the praying that ensures that the baby grows normally and is protected from disease and premature birth. Even a baby who has grown healthy for nine months in the womb might yet die at delivery. Such a death would be most expensive because of all that has been invested to bring the pregnancy that far. Consequently, the greatest care and the best expertise is required at the point of delivery. The Lord Jesus knew all this and that is why, as He came out of the Jordan, He engaged Himself in violent praying that continued until the Holy Spirit had descended upon Him and remained, and His Father had spoken. We, too, must follow suit and labour in prayer until faith gives way to sight.

        	It is the prayers of the Lord Jesus that rent the heavens and caused the Holy Spirit to descend upon Him. God was ready to send the Holy Spirit, but how could He descend with a sealed heaven? When the prayers of the Lord Jesus went up, they broke the barrier and down came the Holy Spirit upon Him. He was the first Person to benefit from the Holy Spirit that came down following the rending of the heavens.

        	An individual believer could cause the heavens to be rent; so that the power of the Lord descends and puts to naught the power of Satan that is arrayed against him and against the Church.

        	An individual believer can rend the heavens, so that the power of the Lord should descend and bless his assembly, family, town, nation and continent. There is no limit to the blessings which will flow on one and on all, if the heavens are rent. Seeing it this way, a single believer can wield limitless power and authority in the overthrow of the kingdom of the evil one.

        	Although individuals can carry out such far-reaching ministry by rending the heavens, God’s ultimate purpose is that His total will be accomplished by the Church working to rend the heavens. May we as individuals and may we as the body rise to the task. Praise the Lord!
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        	Prayerlessness is the art of putting intercourse with man in the place of intercourse with God.

        	Prayerlessness is the art of putting the secondary issue in the place of the primary issue.

        	Prayerlessness is giving more importance to man than to God.

        	Prayerlessness is the fruit of giving to man the place of God.

        	Prayerlessness is the fruit of thinking that human might and power avail much.

        	Prayerlessness is the fruit of the philosophy that man is able on his own to know God and serve Him.

        	Prayerlessness is thinking about prayer, instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is preaching about prayer, instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is talking about prayer, instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is teaching about prayer, instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is writing on prayer, instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is confessing the sin of prayerlessness and doing nothing after the confession.

        	Prayerlessness is wishing, instead of asking.

        	Prayerlessness is planning to pray, instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is having prayer time on a timetable that is not followed.

        	Prayerlessness is hoping that God knows our needs, instead of telling Him about them.

        	Prayerlessness is planning to pray after the training session, instead of before.

        	Prayerlessness is the art of having prayer in the committee meeting placed as the last item, instead of as the first.

        	Prayerlessness is doing a hard day’s work, having a good supper, and kneeling by your bedside, to pray? No! To sleep.

        	Prayerlessness is keeping silent at the prayer meeting.

        	Prayerlessness is never praying because someone else always prays before you were able to open your mouth.

        	Prayerlessness is the lot of the person who complains, saying, “Others never let me pray at the prayer meetings. Just as I have organized my thoughts and want to release them to the Lord, behold, someone else prays the very thing I had in my heart and I am stranded.”

        	Prayerlessness is the lot of those who have decided that they will not pray until they are able to pray perfectly.

        	The Enemy ensures that normal believers gasp for speech when it is prayer time, but are full of brilliant ideas which they eloquently communicate after prayer-sessions.

        	The Enemy knows the importance of prayer. For that reason, he has attacked 99.9% of the Church with the disease of “prayerlessness”.

        	Prayerlessness is often manifested in sleeping during prayer.

        	Prayerlessness is often manifested in the lack of concentration during prayer.

        	Prayerlessness is often manifested in the lack of insistence in prayer.

        	Prayerlessness is often manifested in the lack of boldness during prayer.

        	Prayerlessness and faithlessness go hand in hand.

        	Prayerlessness and sin are partners.

        	Prayerlessness and worldliness are difficult to separate.

        	Prayerlessness and purposelessness are twins.

        	Prayerlessness is the worst sin.

        	God has called prayerlessness to an end. You, too, call it to an end!

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            5

          

          
            Prayer

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Prayer is dynamite.

        	There is no weapon formed against prayer that can neutralize it.

        	Some things can delay answers to prayer, but nothing can stop the full purpose of God.

        	The one never-failing rescue operation is prayer.

        	Because the devil wants to attack every person God has created, and because he will attack wherever he does not see a hedge built to protect the person, a hedge must be built in prayer around every person.

        	Because the devil’s fiercest attacks are carried out against spiritual leaders, a hedge must be built in prayer around every spiritual leader.

        	Because the devil wants to attack every project that has its origin in God, a hedge must be built in prayer around every God-given project.

        	Because the devil may attack at any moment and, because a hedge must be built in prayer before he attacks, every time is prayer time.

        	Because the devil may attack at any time and ,because he must be attacked before he attacks; because the most potent weapon against him is the weapon of prayer, those who will win must pray at all times.

        	The devil is prepared to attack at any place – in a car, in bed, in the bathroom, in the office, and just everywhere else. He is prepared to attack while one is eating, drinking, running, and at every place. This being so, those who would resist him must make every place a place of prayer.

        	Every new victory into which a believer enters must be protected in prayer. If this is not done, grounds can be gained today and lost tomorrow, and it may happen so often that a person remains at the same spiritual level, even though he is investing much time in prayer.

        	Every new victory into which a believer enters must be protected in prayer. If it is not protected, the Enemy may attack it and cause it to be lost.

        	Every fresh revelation from the Lord must be protected in prayer.

        	Every plan to pray must be protected in prayer.

        	Each ground already gained in prayer must be protected in prayer. If this is not done, grounds can be gained today and lost tomorrow, and it may happen so often that a person remains at the same spiritual level, even though he is investing much time in prayer.
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