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INTRODUCTION

The spectrum of Man's consciousness is vast. We are faintly becoming aware that there are states of awareness on this planet as high above those of `average' man as his are above that of a domesticated animal, and that every man has the potential within him to embrace such elevated states. The attainment of them forms part of what is called Esoteric Sciences.

The growing acceptance of Esoteric Astrology parallels the growth of Man's mind. His increasing awareness embraces not only new viewpoints as to the structure of the universe about him, but also new concepts about his own place in the order of things. The expanded mind of nineteenth century man would no longer accept Genesis or the current teachings that placed Man's origin in time as being 4,000 B.C. Darwinism and the discoveries of Gregor Mendel concerning inheritance of characteristics altered all that.

The best way to appreciate Esoteric Astrology is to see it as an integral part of Ancient Wisdom. The totality of the Wisdom of the Ages brought into being such giant projects as the Great Pyramid of Giza, which was already old 50,000 years ago—an edifice which was but one of many which expressed outwardly the Inner Mysteries which were unveiled only to the privileged few in each developing civilisation.

To the enlightened, our universe is seen as an immense cosmic Entity, a sentient Being in Whom man but lives and moves and has his being. No less is the tiniest atom a sentient point within the consciousness of the Cosmic Logos.* When we speak of a planet, a fixed star, a galaxy and even greater units, we are referring in Esoteric Astrology to vast celestial Beings whose consciousnesses flood us all constantly, benignly or malevolently according to the various factors present.

* See The Jewel in the Lotus by Dr. Douglas M. Baker.

Astronomy is the study of the anatomy of the universe . . . a Cosmic Entity. The giant radio and visual telescopes plot the structures of His parts. Astrology, on the other hand, deals with the effects that the anatomical parts of the celestial Beings have on each other. Astrology is therefore concerned with the physiology of the universe. Orthodox astrology is concerned with the physiological effects of celestial structures upon that tiny, short-lived group of ‘cells’ in the body of the Cosmic entity which we call Humanity. Esoteric Astrology tries to understand the interaction of great cosmic entities with each other and studies the long-term effects which their interplay has upon the human race and its home, the planet Earth.
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Esoteric Astrology is more concerned with the indwelling Life of a form rather than its personality, and with whether the form expresses the life’s purpose rather than with its aggrandisement or analysis. The working out of cosmic laws, like the Law of Karma and Rebirth and the Law of Synthesis, are deemed of more import for they fashion the destiny of the sum-total of Man rather than a fragment of him, such as the manifesting personality of one little life within the great immortal Life of a human monad. Esoteric Astrology is concerned with the personality only from the point of view of bringing it into alignment with the Soul, the Higher Self and its purpose.

Esoteric Astrology intimately incorporates Esoteric Psychology, which differs from orthodox psychology (though not existential psychology) in recognising a third factor as part of the totality of Man. Non-esoteric psychology considers Man’s behaviour to result from the interplay between the genetically acquired equipment with which he is born and the environment into which he is thrust. Esoteric psychology says that Man possesses a higher nature—an eternal, immortal and enduring part of him. Spiritual integrity depends on the extent to which the personality is aware of and interacting with its indwelling spiritual Nature.

HOW ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY DIFFERS FROM ORTHODOX ASTROLOGY

Man is a magnetic field at all levels—physically, etherically, astrally, mentally, etc. He lives within the magnetic field of the earth, as he has done for centuries. Dividing the earth’s magnetism into twelve segments in relation to ourselves, we have the twelve houses relevant to the science of astrology. Moving through these houses, 24 hours a day, in each day, are the huge magnetic fields impressed on us by the Fixed Stars and those constellations of stars known as the Zodiac, the influences of which are tremendous. Then there are also the magnetic fields of the planets within our own solar system which reach us mainly through our inner bodies and aura, and they change in relation to each other and to us every day.
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When these fields affect our personalities through the lower three (the physical, the astral and the mental), we call this Orthodox or Exoteric Astrology. However, when these forces reach us through our souls (and their action may be spread over many lives), we call this Esoteric Astrology—the astrology of the Soul. Thus, Esoteric Astrology is concerned with:


	
The Soul’s progress and its opportunity to express itself in this particular life.



	
Factors which affect the personality from within and from previous lives, through the mechanism of the Law of Cause and Effect or Karma.



	
The unfoldment of the egoic lotus, for the Soul of man is said to be likened by the Masters of the Wisdom to an unfolding lotus of three tiers of petals.





The drawing next depicts the origin of The Seven Rays, arising as they do from the seven stars of The Great Bear (sometimes called The Plough). They are the outward manifestation of the seven Head Centres of “The One About Whom Naught May Be Said.” He is using the great Sun Sirius, known as the Dog-Star, the Star of Mercury and the Star of the Buddha, to focus the light of the Seven Rays (of Logoic Mind), as symbolised by the mirror, onto the Sign of Aquarius and the planet Earth . . .

From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let light descend on Earth.
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GRAND MAN OF THE HEAVENS
HE POINTS (THE FINGER OF GOD) AT THE NEW AGE, AND ENERGY FOLLOWS THOUGHT.



Beneath his beard (concealed by the Wisdom of the Ages) lies the secret of The Pleiades, worn as a seven-starred necklace overlying His Throat Centre.

Our Sun lies over His Heart Centre and radiates out its note of Love-Wisdom . . .

From the point of Love within the Heart of God
Let Love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.

The symbol of Earth lies directly in the two streams of energy and contains at its centre the Sign of Christos.

The Finger of God has not quite drawn the full Sign of Aquarius, implying that the Age is not yet fully manifest.
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“Nothing exists nor happens in the visible sky that is not sensed in some hidden moment by the faculties of Earth and Nature.”

—Kepler in his De Siella Nova


“I am certain that the celestial bodies have in them certain influences besides heat and light.”

—Francis Bacon

“Whatever is born or done this moment of time has the qualities of this moment of time.”

—Carl G. Jung

“It almost seems as though we are moving through a series of scientific fantasies to a proof of ancient beliefs.”

—Sir Bernard Lovell
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LEO, THE LION

LEO

by Dane Rudhyar


“Throughout the stage of human experience represented by Cancer two basic needs are impressed upon the evolving personality. One of them is the need for a clear cut focusing ... the other is the need to assume responsibility toward one's fellow men and to participate consciously in the life of a social whole.”



“In Leo, the power that compelled the individual man and woman to limit, stabilize and deepen each other within the social root-pattern of a home, is now urging them to create a progeny. Thus they are made to assume a new social responsibility. A new field of integration is opened up: the integration of parents to children, of older to younger generations.



Out of this, truly social issues will arise; problems of relationship which cannot easily be broken because they involve the responsibility of the ‘present' (which is constantly becoming the ‘past') to the ‘future'. Thus time begins to lay its weight upon the individual's consciousness.”



“Time is a very powerful factor in all creative activity and all social relationships. We might say that time means very little in normal adolescence; that it is lost in the glamour of love during the honeymoon. But when the child (and all creative activities) brings to the parents a new burden of responsibility, the time begins to be an actual, often poignant reality.



The woman knows it for the first time with the depth of her being through her nine-month pregnancy. The man experiences it through the discipline of a ‘schedule of work' in the life of social activity and responsibility which then begins to confront him. He experiences it as a father at home, and as an executive or manager in the sphere of his work, even if he ‘manages' only his own tasks.”



“Leo is the realm of emotions, in contradistinction to Cancer which is that of "feelings". These two terms, feelings and emotions, should be clearly distinguished from one another.



‘Feeling' is an internal and organic sense, by means of which the personality as a whole (or at the strictly biological level, the body as a whole) passes judgement on what is constructive and destructive, good and bad for the entire human being.



To ‘feel' is to react as an organic whole to a situation and a person - and reacting thus means simply reacting for or against the situation or entity confronting the person who feels.



As a result of, or synchronously with, such a ‘feeling' a number of things happen. Muscles contract. The blood pressure is raised or lowered, the pulse accelerated or delayed, however imperceptibly it may be. The endocrine glands also react to that ‘feeling', secreting more or less, of their products in the blood.



Organic chemistry is thus ever so slightly altered. All these organic changes constitute, psychologically speaking, the ‘affect' or emotion; and the emotion either transforms itself into an action (kissing or running away, for instance), or else is stopped from manifesting outwardly into a visible muscular action.



Emotions, therefore, follow feelings; but the two must be clearly differentiated. The feelings belong to the realm of the Sign Cancer; emotions, to that of Leo.”



“Leo has been often interpreted as the most individualistic sign of the Zodiac; but it is so only if one defines the term ‘individualistic' in relation to social relationships and everyday life in groups.



In Leo the individual having begun to feel a responsibility to beloved and child, is impelled to participate in some kind of social activity; no longer as an adolescent in school, but as an independent personality having to determine his course of action and to be responsible for his failures. The result of such a situation is that the personality, at the Leo stage of experience, overdoes everything.



He wants to make an impression upon society, very much as a seven-year-old child wants to make a big impression on his intimates. He feels that he is ‘the thing'; that of course everyone will see at once how important he will be to society, and that quickly they will bow to his unusual abilities and bestow upon him riches and power - riches and power he needs not only to feed, but even more to lord it over, his wife and children."


“Thus the keynote of Leo is:


	
dramatic exteriorization of personality in order to gain social recognition and increased self-assurance as a social unit.






The Leo type may not necessarily be a leader by right of ability. But, if so, he will undoubtedly attempt, even if in small ways, to bluff or push his way through, with big theatrical gestures, emotional fireworks and much gambling - for Leo likes to take risks as much as to manage people.


But just as the so-called ‘aggressiveness' of the Aries type is the result of his sense of personal insecurity, so the dramatic bids for leadership and the generosity of the Leo type is a psychological compensation for an often poignant - withal unacknowledged and most likely unconscious - sense of social insecurity.



Mussolini, whose youthful photographs betray his early sense of social inferiority and his neurotic character, is an excellent example of the course a true Leo type will or may pursue, lf he finds himself in the midst of confused and disheartened people he will at once sense his chance and rise to the occasion; power will build him up in an amazing way and he will glow just as an adulated ‘young prodigy' usually does - and likewise he may collapse into obscurity when the tide of success turns and the Virgo phase of self-criticism and self-mortification begins to operate.


Then the proud Leo may astonish everyone by big public gestures of self-humiliation. He takes all the blame. There is no more convincing penitent. But he may soon forget and begin another cycle of social self-aggrandizement.


Such a reliance on social gestures and gambles is a sure sign that fundamentally the man is not sure; often that he is actually filled with social fears. He does not know how to co-operate with people; so he has to lead them.

Leadership in the manner of dictators means projecting one­self forcefully upon receptive materials. The creative artist acts likewise. Whatever be his field of creation, he encounters resist­ance from the materials upon which he projects his vision and his emotional intensity; but that resistance can be overcome by ruth­less means.


The musical instrument can be forced to resound; the oil can be spread over the canvas if enough insistence is displayed. It is not a matter of co-operating with materials, but of clever handling and of instinctive (or acquired) knowledge of how they react to the touch.


Likewise dictators are adepts in mass-psychology. They use propaganda and they dramatize themselves. And such is the tech­nique of leadership.


True social consciousness is something entirely different. The typical Leo person has very little of it in his make-up; even though he may give the impression he has. He speaks in terms of generalities. He stirs crowds with words and dreams. He hypnotizes people through the intensity of his self-projection. But his wife often knows better; for dramatic gestures need foot-lights and distance to be really effective.


Nevertheless there is something fascinating and compelling about a true Leo type showering upon large groups his solar radiance. One may be overwhelmed, as by the glare and heat of summer noons; yet, if one can find a tree in the shade of which to rest, it is a beautiful spectacle.


The sun, indeed, is the great Autocrat of the solar system. Is it because he is rather a small star _ some occult books even say ‘a lost star'? Nevertheless to all that are drawn within his orb of radiation he gives generously of self and of life; though he also may kill and produce wastes unless clouds and rains intervene to mother those whom the great Autocrat would glorify _ to death.
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Man is the receiver of energies that
originate from a more central point
of the galaxy.

‘The Seven Rays, the Constellations,

and the Planets of the Solar System
have their correspondences in Man

Some astrologers believe in a direct influence
or transmission of energy from a planet to its
equivalent human force-field. Others view
astrological phenomena as an acausal,
synchronous consequence of the Law of
Correspondences: AS ABOVE, SO BELOW.
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