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Chapter 1

When the news said a GIANT ASTEROID was flying through space towards Earth, Kyle’s sister said it was the end of the world.

This didn’t worry Kyle too much. When Michaela lost her hairbrush last week, she said that was the end of the world too. As always, the grown-ups (and teens) were fussing over nothing.

Instead of fussing himself, Kyle returned to his favourite book, Beginner Robotics For The Young Genius. For the last few weeks, he had been building a robot butler, and he was doing a pretty good job! Kyle was the smartest eight-year-old in the world. Or, at least, he was the smartest eight-year-old he knew.

Kyle wasn’t like other kids his age. He wasn’t good at sports or talking to large groups of people.

“That’s because you don’t practice.” His mum said whenever he felt bad about it. “You weren’t good at beginner robotics either. Not until you spent a little time on it.”

But that was silly. Beginner robotics had never made Kyle feel dumb. Robotics didn’t bully him like Josh did. Josh was the biggest, toughest, strongest eight-year-old in the world… or the biggest, toughest, strongest eight-year-old that Kyle knew…

[image: ]

When the giant asteroid finally reached Earth, it smashed into a bare stretch of land just outside town. There was a BIG BOOM and a large FLASH.

After a rattle that knocked Mum’s good dinner plates off the shelf (causing more grown-up fussing), the town was covered in a thick coat of dust that smelled like burned toast. It was almost like the time Kyle singed his eyebrows (he was trying to make his robot butler cook dinner).

Once the dust cleared, there was a giant crater with the HUGE ASTEROID in the middle. It stuck up out of the ground like a tall hill. The whole town swarmed into the crater to look at it, as did the news, the police, the firefighters, and even the army!

It was stuffy in the crowd, with lots of people pressing in around Kyle and Michaela. Being smaller than his sister, Kyle squeezed his way to the front—leaving her behind—to see the asteroid.
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