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    Luke 18:1. And he spake a parable unto them to this end, That men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

"Faint not" in their expectation of answers to their supplications, and therefore abandon prayer; but persevere in presenting their petitions before the throne of grace, for prayer is never a lost work. There may be a time during which God does not seem to answer prayer, but in the end He will answer it; therefore, "men ought always to pray, and not to faint" in prayer. If they do not pray, they will faint in many ways. Their courage will fail. All their hope for the future will faint, and they will fall into a dead faintness, as it were. So, dear friends, you may choose to pray or faint. The doctrine our Savior laid down was "that men ought always to pray, and not to faint"; and this is the parable He told to illustrate that truth.



— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to Luke
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The Gospel of Luke proclaims Jesus as the coming king of the world. He is appointed by God and His kingdom will restore all that went wrong after the rebellion and fall of mankind that began with Adam and Eve. At present, much of the world is ruled by people who are rebellious against God's authority. But in spite of that, this world is God's kingdom, and everyday aspects-including work-are aspects of God's kingdom. God is deeply interested in the governance, productivity, justice and culture of this world.

Jesus is both the king and the role model for all those in lesser authority. Although we Christians are accustomed to calling Jesus "king," somehow this title has become for many of us primarily religious, rather than referring to an actual kingdom. We say that Jesus is king, but often what we mean is that he is king of the priests. We think of him as the founder of a religion, but Luke shows that he is the founder of a kingdom: the kingdom of God on earth. When Jesus is personally present, even Satan and his minions recognize His authority (e.g., Lk 8:32) and His power is unquestioned. After He returns temporarily to heaven, His model shows the citizens of His kingdom how to exercise authority and power in His place.

Jesus' leadership extends to all aspects of life, including work, and so it is not surprising that Luke's Gospel has a broad application to work. Luke gives considerable attention to work-related issues such as wealth and power, economics, government, conflict, leadership, productivity, provision and investment, as we will see below. We will proceed roughly in the order of Luke's text, although we will occasionally take passages out of order so that we can consider them in the same section with others that share the same theme. We will not attempt to discuss passages that contribute little to the understanding of work, workers, and workplaces. It may be surprising how much the Gospel of Luke relates to work.
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The kingdom of God is at work (Luke 1-5)


God's work (Luke 1-2; 4)


Zechariah's amazing day at work (Luke 1:8-25)
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Luke's Gospel begins in a workplace, which gives continuity to the long history of Yahweh's appearances in different workplaces (e.g., Gen 2:19-20; Ex 3:1-5). Zechariah is visited by the angel Gabriel on the most important workday of his life-the day he was chosen to serve in the holy place of the temple in Jerusalem (Lk 1:8). Although we may not usually think of the temple as a place of work, the priests and Levites there worked slaughtering sacrificial animals (since they did not commit suicide), cooking, janitorial work, bookkeeping, and a variety of other activities. The temple was not simply a religious center, it was the center of the economic and social life of the Jews. Zechariah is deeply impacted by his encounter with the Lord and is unable to speak until he has borne witness to the truth of God's word.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


The good shepherd appears to the shepherds (Luke 2:8-20)
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The next workplace encounter occurs a few kilometers ahead of the temple. At night, a group of shepherds tending their flocks are visited by an angel who announces the birth of Jesus (Lk 2:9). Shepherds were generally regarded as despicable people and looked down on by others. However, God looks upon them with kindness. As with Zechariah the priest, God interrupts the shepherds' journey in a surprising way. Luke describes a reality in which an encounter with the Lord is not reserved for Sundays, retreats or missionary journeys. Instead, every moment appears as a potential moment in which God can reveal himself. The drudgery of the day can dull our spiritual senses, as in Lot's generation, who "ate, drank, bought, sold, planted, built," a routine that blinded them to the coming judgment on their city (Lk 17:28-30). But God is able to break into the midst of daily life with His goodness and glory.
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Jesus' job description: king (Luke 1:26-56; 4:14-22)
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If it seems strange that God would announce His plan to save the world in the middle of two workplaces, it may seem even stranger that He would present Jesus with a description of His office. But He does, when the angel Gabriel tells Mary that she is to bear a son: "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end" (Lk 1:32-33).

Although we may not be accustomed to think of Jesus' office as "king of Israel," this is ultimately His job according to Luke's Gospel. Here are the details of His function as king: to perform mighty acts, to scatter the proud, to remove the mighty from their thrones, to exalt the lowly, to give good things to him who has none, to send the rich away empty-handed, to help Israel and to show mercy to Abraham's descendants (Lk 1:51-55). These famous verses, known as Magnificat, present Jesus as a king who wields economic, political and perhaps even military power. Unlike the corrupt kings of the fallen world, He uses His power for the benefit of His most vulnerable subjects. He does not ingratiate Himself with the powerful and with those who have good relations with important people in order to strengthen His dynasty. He does not oppress His people or tax them to pay for luxurious habits, but establishes a properly governed kingdom where the land produces good things for all, security for God's people and mercy for those who repent of the evil they have done. He is the king Israel has never had.
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