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A Short History of Lighthouses
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There is some evidence of a lighthouse from the 5th century B.C. of Themistocles of Athens constructing a stone column with a fire on top. This was at the harbour of Piraeus, associated with Athens. 


However one of most famous and spectacular early structures was the Lighthouse of Alexandria, or the Pharos of Alexandria. It was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

The lighthouse was built in the Third Century B.C. in Alexandria, Egypt by Ptolemy II. It stood on the island of Pharos in the harbour of Alexandria and was said to be 110 metres (350 feet) high.

The lighthouse was built in three stages, a large square at the bottom, an octagonal layer in the middle, and a cylindrical tower at the top.

The structure lasted until a series of earthquakes damaged it, with the 1303 Crete earthquake  resulting in its destruction.

The Tower of Hercules, in northwest Spain, is modelled after the Pharos Lighthouse.
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The oldest surviving lighthouse in Michigan is the Fort Gratiot Light in Port Huron. It was first lit in 1829 to mark the entrance to the St. Clair River from Lake Huron and remains active.


County Map
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Grosse Ile North Channel Range Lighthouse, Detroit River

[image: ]

Grosse Ile North Channel Range Front Light was established in 1894 as a guide to ships travelling the North Channel off Grosse Ile. It was replaced by the current tower in 1906. After being deactivated in 1963 it was sold to Grosse Ile Township. It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places


County: Wayne



Description: White octagonal wooden tower



Directions: Located at Lighthouse Point on the northeastern side of the island,



Coordinates: 42°10'05.5"N 83°08'23.6"W   



Opened: Original 1894, Current 1906



Automated: 1906



Deactivated: Deactivated 1963, Reactivated 2013



Height: 15 meters, 50 feet



Focal Height: 14 meters, 45 feet



Signal: Fixed white



Foghorn Signal: N/A



Visitor Access: Closed



Mariners Memorial (River Rouge) Lighthouse, Detroit River
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The Mariners Memorial (River Rouge) Lighthouse was established in 2004 after being built as a civic project. It is maintained by the City of River Rouge and remains active.


County: Wayne



Description: Hexagonal wood tower



Directions: Located on the Detroit River, south of the Rouge River



Coordinates: 42°16'15.6"N 83°06'40.6"W   



Opened: 2004



Automated: 2004



Deactivated: Never



Height: 12.5 meters, 41 feet



Focal Height: 13 meters, 43 feet



Signal: Fixed white



Foghorn Signal: N/AA



Visitor Access: Grounds open, tower closed



Tri-Centennial Light of Detroit, Detroit River
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The Tri-Centennial Light of Detroit was opened in 2003 in Tricentennial State Park which celebrates the 300th anniversary of the City of Detroit. It is maintained by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and continues to be active


County: Wayne



Description: Round brick tower



Directions: Located at the marina entrance in Tricentennial State Park at Atwater and St. Aubins Streets east of downtown Detroit



Coordinates: 42°19'56.2"N 83°01'30.3"W   



Opened: 2003



Automated: 2003



Deactivated: Never



Height: 18 meters, 58 feet



Focal Height: 21 meters, 70 feet



Signal: Red flash every 4 seconds



Visitor Access: Grounds open, tower closed



William Livingstone Memorial, Detroit River
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The William Livingstone Memorial Lighthouse was opened in 1930 to honor William Livingstone, president of the Lakes Carriers Association from 1902 until his death in 1925. It is situated at the entrance to the Detroit River for southbound ships and continues to be active.


County: Wayne



Description: White marble, Art Deco tower



Directions: Located in Belanger Park on the Detroit River in River Rouge, southeast of downtown Detroit



Coordinates: 42°16'15.6"N 83°06'40.6"W   



Opened: 2004



Automated: 2004



Deactivated: Never



Height: 12.5 meters, 41 feet



Focal Height: 13 meters, 43 feet



Signal: Fixed white



Visitor Access: Grounds open, tower closed



Rouleau Point Range Lights, Keweenaw Waterway
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The Rouleau Point Range Lights were established on the St Mary,s River to aid ships travelling to the north end of the Keweenaw Waterway. They continue to be active.


Front Range​​Rear Range (Image above)



County: Portage ​​County:   Portage



Description: Skeleton tower​​Description: Skeleton tower



Directions: Accessible by boat​​Directions: Located on MI 203 about 3 miles ​                                                                                                                         south of Lake Superior



Coordinates: 47°11'33.2"N 88°37'07.9"W ​Coordinates: 47°11'43.8"N 88°36'57.6"W  



Opened: Not known​​Opened: Not known



Automated: Always​​Automated: Always



Deactivated: Active​​Deactivated: Active



Height: Not known​​Height: 11 meters, 35 feet



Focal Height: Not known​​Focal Height: 16 meters, 51 feet



Signal: White flash​​Signal: Fixed white



Visitor Access: Closed​​Visitor Access: Closed



Detroit River (Bar Point Shoal) Lighthouse, Lake Erie
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The Detroit River (Bar Point Shoal) Lighthouse was established in 1885 to mark the Bar Point Shoal for ships travelling to the Detroit. Due to its isolation, it was considered hard duty for keepers. It was listed with the National Register of Historic Places in 1983 and continues to be active.


County: Monroe



Description: Sparplug



Directions: Accessible by boat



Coordinates: 42°00'02.7"N 83°08'26.5"W   



Opened: 1885



Automated: 1979



Deactivated: Active



Height: 15 meters, 49 feet



Focal Height: 16.5 meters, 55 feet



Signal: Two white flashes every 6 seconds



Foghorn: Fog control building 1885



Visitor Access: Closed



Alpena (Thunder Bay River) Lighthouse, Lake Huron
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The original Alpena (Thunder Bay River) Lighthouse was opened in 1875 to mark the entrance to the Thunder Bay River from Thunder Bay. This wooden structure was replaced by the current tower in 1914. It was listed with the U.S. National Register of Historic Places in 2006 and continues to be active.


County: Alpena



Description: Square skeleton tower



Directions: Accessible by boat



Coordinates: 45°03'37.5"N 83°25'22.4"W   



Opened: Original 1875, Current 1914
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