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Introduction

 


‘Ill Wind’
is my first attempt of writing a Political Satire about Teens
experiencing the realm of Political intrigue that gives the reader
a glimpse of the reality of our American Democracy and Politics
today. Bren’s mother is running for re-election as Mayor and for
the first time she is facing an opponent running against her. Bren
and his buddy Roy overhear a plot by the new comer with his teen
son Ethan planing some dirty politics to frame Bren’s mother with
fake evidence to discredit her so he can win to be the new Mayor.
Bren, Roy and another friend Terry, the three 16 years old decide
to expose this con man’s tricks and foul up his teen son’s plots to
engage two teen bully’s from high school to help his Fathers
schemes. In the course of their investigation they learn more then
this is just a game of dirty politics. The good Dentist Dr. Tapp is
using his practice to blackmail his patients by sedating them to
reveal secrets. Secrets he is holding over his patients, and the
school Bullies to do his bidding. The good Dr. Tapp’s goal is to be
governor one day and soon after a year being mayor. Dr. Tapp and
his son are even willing to kill to get into the governors mansion.
Our teen investigators find themselves eventually becoming involved
in more then local dirty politics and disobeying the FBI to keep
out of it. American Democracy must not fall to “Ill
Winds’.

 


 



Chapter 1

TBA

 


 


“Mom, I have an assignment in my
Government class to write an essay on ‘What Democracy means to me’.
We have Four area’s we need to address in our essay, which are:
Today’s Elections and Voting, Political Parties. Founding Fathers,
and The differences between Democracy, Autocracy, Monarchy. With
the point of view that we are neutral when it comes to being a
member of neither political party, an outsider from another
planet.” Brendan Monroe told his mother.

“Bren, your point of view sounds
like the hard part of your assignment.” Lily Monroe-King
stated.

“Mr. Lattimore wants us to be
removed as far as possible from personal view’s in the essay. Too
view each point as a stranger to Democracy where that visitor comes
from a place where they have Democracy, but not Autocracy, or
Monarchy systems in the world where they come from. A world that
has one government, one world nation, and no political parties with
divisive ideologies that divide people in to different factions.
Mom, he whats us to come up with a point of view that removes being
judgmental on those four points in our essay, then conclude with a
personal point of view for debate.” Bren explained and added.
“Where should I start first in my research?”

“Bren, your research will be
difficult on finding any kind of neutral point of view as if you
are an alien from a different planet. The research out there is
riddled with personal views when it comes to each of those four
points you need to address. In the Founding Fathers day when the
colonist where drafting the foundation of Democracy as they saw it
wasn’t an easy task when you consider each Founding Father had
their own point of view on several issues except maybe one. That
would be to have a nation without a Monarchy rule of government.
Democracy back then would be hard to find as a success as nearly
all major developed nations where ruled by a Monarchy form of
government. In the 1800’s you would find that in such nations as
France, Russia, Germany and several others where ruled by Monarchy
members of the family of Queen Victoria of England, her sons, or
daughters married off to Royal members of royal houses in other
nations, who would inherit their thrones, their children would
inherit the thrones. Europe’s Monarchy would all have ties to Queen
Victoria by blood relationship, yet still be independent Monarchy
governments. Democracy as a term goes back to ancient Greece, Greek
political philosophical thought as far back as 430s BC. The Greek
word was Demoskatos, demos meant Common people, and kratos meant
force or might. The might of the common people, and political
equality Bren. The United States Constitution of 1787 is the oldest
surviving and active democratic government with a codified
constitutional form of Government. Which in the schemes of
successes and failures since 430s BC a good record Bren. A good
start to research would be the U.S. Constitution as the framework
of that success. Though after 235 years some would say it needs
some updating to meet the 21st century technological age
and views of the people today. Which would touch on the many point
of views of politics in this country. One view is much like a tree
in a wind storm. If that tree can’t bend, and is to rigid to meet
the kinds of winds we have today, that tree will snap in half Bren.
Now that is all I should tell you. The rest you need to research on
your own and find your own point of view from that research, have
your own convictions. I will say, that tree is bending and those
Ill Winds are fierce and unless there is change in those winds,
that tree will snap in half and die. Political world history has
shown us that nations and its people can only tolerate Ill Winds
for so long before there is revolt.” Bren’s mother warned
him.

“Mom, can I quote you on that
warning?” Bren asked.

“No, Bren, as the elected Mayor of
this city, that statement might send a wrong message. There is a
difference between a personal point of view and a professional
point of view. As an elected official I have to keep my personal
point of view apart from my professional point of view. The two
don’t always mix well Bren.” His mother told him.

“Mom, when is ones convictions a
personal point of view or professional point of view. I mean I know
you are a college graduate in Political Science and Public Service,
and your profession as an elected government official. Can a
politician have a personal point of view and a profession point of
view that have the same convictions?” Bren asked his mother and
added. “Wouldn’t that be tantamount to setting on the fence, always
jumping to one side or the other depending on those Ill Winds.
Always changing your convictions to suit those Ill Winds. Isn’t,
most of those Ill Winds about being two faced having one political
face and having a personal face, two different convictions and
standards. One for your personal life and another for your
political life.”

“Bren, I will be honest, I never
saw it that way. I would like to think my political life has the
same convictions as my personal life has. I guess when I said I
have to keep my personal point of view apart from my professional
point of view. And that the two don’t always mix is setting on the
fence and having separate convictions for different circumstances
for facing those Ill Winds, or even fair winds. In my heart I would
like to think I am one person with the same convictions where I
ever I am, in my home or in my Mayors office. My point of views or
convictions should be the same regardless where I am. Bren you have
given me something to reflect on to reevaluate my point of views
and convictions. I am coming up for re-election in 3 months. My
rival Dr. Liam Tapp is a man who has his own point of views and his
convictions don’t align with mine as I see them. Not that he is
wrong with his point of views or convictions. After all this is a
nation with the rights to have different point of views and
convictions, the freedom of speech. Which is saying that I too have
the same rights. My point of views are different then his when it
comes to the welfare of this city and its citizens. His convictions
may not justify how he conducts his campaign though. This is my
Third term coming up if I win re-election. I have always tried to
have the right convictions to run a fair and honest campaign. I am
afraid my rival does not have that same conviction
Bren.”

“Those are the Ill Winds we face
today when it comes to fair and honest elections based on the
principals of standing on the merit of your background and
successes as an incumbent. The kind of politics we have today is
turning ones opponents background and successes into negatives or
looking for those negatives especially in ones family life. I have
nothing to hide Bren, nor does your father running a successful
private Sanitation company, and your late Grandmother as the
founder of that company. Liam Tapp has already hinted at
improprieties between my office and your Father’s Sanitation
company and the upcoming bid for city services. Liam Tapp has
already taken the approach that because I am the Mayor and his
wife, he will win that bid. What Liam Tapp is unaware is that your
father has not placed a bid to the city. He never has since I was
elected Mayor 8 years ago. They are anonymous bids by email, so the
committee has no ideals who the bids are from except a signed
number to the bids as they are received. The bidder provides no
other information except a code name they choose on their cover
letter that the cities matches a number too after it is received
and confirmed by reply to the bidder. The email address it comes
from does not reveal the senders name or company. The winning bid
is announced by email and at the city hall meeting after the
committee selects the winner. It’s how we prevent a bidding war
when no other Sanitation company in the county is aware of who is
competing on the bid until the winning bid is announced by the code
name. The winner comes forward after that publicly. All city bids
for services are handled this way without my knowledge of who is
bidding so I can’t influence the committee who makes those
recommendations to me. The bidding committee is the only one who
knows the bid and owner of that bid.” Lily King told his
son.

“Mom, does Dr. Liam Tapp have a
son named Ethan. He was a new kid who started in school last month.
I understand that he moved to town after his father and mother came
to town to set up their new Dentist office 6 months ago. Ethan
wanted to finish his last school before starting a new school. I
heard it was a private Boarding School. Ethan is in some of my
classes, he isn’t adjusting well to public school either. He thinks
he is special and deserves attention because his father is the new
dentist in town. I think, and I could be wrong, but he has some
rough edges around him that just doesn’t fit coming out of a
private boarding school. One would think he would have better
manners and discipline about his attitude toward others. I have
noticed he is hanging around those who are known trouble makers in
school as if he is used to such crowds. Again I could be wrong
about that private boarding school having been a good experience
for him.” Bren stated.

“Bren, not all private Boarding
Schools can mold a student to be a model citizen, if that student
has traits and tendencies to prefer certain crowds to hang around
even in a private Boarding School. If he is hanging around the
wrong crowd it will eventually be his downfall. He isn’t bullying
other students is he Bren.” His mother asked.

“Not that I am aware off. If he is
it is off school grounds. Our school system has some very
progressive Bullying prevention programs and policy in place. Zero
tolerance as long as they are aware of any bullying in school or on
school grounds. What happens outside those grounds in ones own
neighborhood is not seen unless a student or parent files a
complaint with the school. In that case the school system can take
action with the local authorities. The zero tolerance policy is
effective in class and on the school grounds, what happens
elsewhere is fair game for those bullies who need an outlet for
their misguided rage, emotions, and problems. In most cases, unless
a student complains, neither parents are aware of a problem or the
school jurisdiction knows. I am not sure if bullying is Ethan’s
problem. New kids in school who start that kind of behavior get
noticed by the school with the zero tolerances program right off
the start of a new kid becoming a bully mom. Then again I don’t run
around with his crowd. I hear rumors, and until those rumors are
founded to be fact. They are rumors and I try not to be judgmental
of new kids in school if I can help it. At least not aloud to be
heard by the wrong crowd.” Bren told his mother.

“Bren, I suppose that is a good
way to avoid trouble, but isn’t it avoiding the issue, going back
to sitting on the fence knowing there is a problem and ignoring it
because you don’t want to be involved with solving the problem.”
Bren’s mother pointed out.

“Mom, I beginning to realize there
are to many fences around here. Wouldn’t life be so much easier if
there were no fences.” Bren suggested.

“Well, one would think that would
be the case. But fences like our civil laws, government commercial
rules and regulations, zero tolerances policies programs and social
behavior expectations have fences that separate us from the chaos
of having no fences. A lot of those Ill Winds we are seeing today
attempts to remove those fences by misguided people who think they
can do without those fences Bren.

“Maybe we need higher walls around
us to keep the Ill Winds out mother.” Bren said.

“Never wish for high walls, Bren.
In your research look up the Berlin Wall and you will understand
what those Ill Winds where like behind those Walls, and the Wall
our last president wanted to put up was to hold those Ill Winds
within our borders by trying to keep people out of this country
claiming they where the Ill Winds, or leaving their countries where
those Ill Winds come from.”

***

“Terry, how has your research gone
so far.” Bren asked Terry Burns one of his best friends since the
4th grade and next door neighbor.

“It is going along slow but
steady. I am glad Mr. Lattimore gave us 6 weeks to do this
assignment Bren. The research isn’t all that difficult considering
what we can find on the internet. The premise of thinking you are
from another planet point of view is hard. Everything I have read
so far gives you several different point of view’s regarding what
our political arena is like today what with current news and
events. One news sources say one thing, and the other new sources
says the opposite and no ten news sources can have a census as to
what really is going on. As for what our Founding Fathers believed
in, is far from what our current political leaders believe in. One
party is for gun control while the other isn’t. One wants the
2nd amendment abolished as a form of gun control, while another
thinks the 2nd
amendment should be upheld. A third party agrees
assault rifles or guns with the ability to cause mass shooting
should be banned while other personal hand guns shouldn’t be
banned. The congress can’t pass any bills that will saves lives
because of what the gun manufactures outcry about losing revenue of
the sales of those guns as a right to manufacture those guns under
the 2nd amendment.” Terry told Bren.

“Terry I tried to write a comment
on that issue as an outsider, that person from another planet. I
tried to step back and see it from that alien eyes. All I could see
is that the 2nd
amendment gave the people and militia of that
time the right to bear arms to protect themselves from armies or
forces that would attack them. In opposition of what King George
decried as forbidden. I had to ask myself why as that alien. Of
course as King and the American colonies he ruled not want the
people to have the right to bear arms against him. What King or
ruler would want his subjects to have the power to revolt his rule
by having more guns to fight his armies. That was just one of the
things our Founding Fathers wanted to change. To be able to raise
there own armies and protect themselves from those who would revolt
against them as a new independent nation. Then I had to look at
what it is like 235 years later. Is the 2nd amendment obsolete in part
or whole when it comes to individuals having the same rights to own
guns outside of our police force and military. Then again in the
military forces they don’t own the guns, but use the guns. When out
of the service they can’t take the guns home with. It would be a
worse problem then it is, and the government haft replace those
military guns with new ones at new cost, every time a service men
or women served their time. Two hundred and 35 years ago we didn’t
have school shooters, or mass shooters in our shopping malls, or
entertainment venues. The Founding Fathers didn’t have shopping
malls or entertainment venues or movie theaters 235 years. We
didn’t have such gun problems a hundred years ago, or even 50 years
ago like we have today. Gun ownership of the wrong type of guns
have become a problem today. I am not talking about hunting rifles,
and who needs an Rapid fire Assault Rifle to shoot deer, rabbits,
or duck. We certainly don’t need such weapons for sport shooting of
wild game like Elephants, or Rhino’s. The 2nd amendment does not even
specify what kind of weapons are legal or not legal. When you
consider the kind of weapons back then they where flintlock pistols
and Muzzle loader rifles that where single shoot weapons that
required manual reloading after each shot. In most situations a
soldier died while trying to reload his rifle or pistol in any kind
of military action, or from his rifle or pistol breaching on him
from overloading the darn thing. The advancement of hand guns and
rifles have out paced the meaning of the 2nd amendment, while that
amendment language is outdated to apply to the rights of people to
own a gun for self protection against an invading army on our soil.
If there is an army it is those who have AK 47 and its variants as
an army of one against helpless children, mall shoppers, people
going to an outdoor concert, Terry. Meanwhile gun manufactures are
making billions in sale of guns and ammunition because the
2nd amendment says they have a legal right to do so. That amounts
to giving them a license to kill without a conscious, and never
having to pull the trigger. This isn’t the wild west of the 1800’s
Terry. Though I suppose the 1800’s are repeating itself what with
the crime rate of gun violence in this nation. As this outsider
from another world I would have to say the U.S. unlike other
European nations really has as problem because of its outdated
2nd amendment protection. We are the only free nation that gives
its citizens that right to own guns of just about any type outside
of military or public police forces. That includes legal and
illegal guns, and those rapid firing assault rifles.” Bren
explained.

“The way I see it, Bren is that we
need a license to drive, and before we can do that we have to have
a training course so that we need to know how to drive a car safely
on the roads and know all the local traffic laws. Yet, many states
refuse to make mandatory that a gun owner learn how to shoot that
gun, lock that gun up safely out of reach of his children and pass
a competence test if they are emotionally fit to own a gun. They
wouldn’t allow a teen who is unfit to drive a car would they, or
allow a person who has shown they can drive intoxicated keep his
license to drive or keep his car. Yet, they would allow a teen to
own a gun or get access to a gun who would kill children while they
are in their classrooms. Double standards I say, deadly double
standards that are going to have us all so paranoid that we have no
choice but to own a gun protect life and property at all cost. How
many parents today have lost a child to them finding an unsecured
hand gun or rifle loaded and that child accidentally shoots
themselves or another family member. The parent or parents have to
live with that tragedy for a life time, or a sibling growing up
knowing they accidentally shot a brother or sister or parent. Yet
no real life saving effort is made to stop these accidents, yet
alone premeditated shootings by an emotionally disturbed teen or
adult who gets a family gun or guns and goes on a school shooting
rampage. Accessibility and the ease of getting a gun is the problem
that the 2nd
amendment has created all because of the
economical benefits and financial support by gun manufacturers to
keep the right congress member in office to stop any gun control
from passing.” Terry said with heat in his voice.

“Terry, those congress members who
take that kind of campaign support are not worth voting for in my
book. There should be some kind of congressional ban for any
congressional candidate or elected member from receiving that kind
of support to begin with. Except, how would such a law be passed if
the people who received those funds are the ones voting it down,
just like most gun control measures that get defeated. My mother
said there are Ill Winds about that have been blowing into a raging
storm of late when all common reason and bipartisan passages are
defeated by a few of the most powerful men and women in congress.
Some who have strong ties to those Gun manufactures and
2nd amendment supporters who feed their campaign coffers. Without
those funds they wouldn’t be in office, when you consider they rely
on those funds to stay in office.’ Bren related to his
buddy.

“Ill Winds you say. I say as a
teen I have noticed these last few years those Ill Winds have
started to wear down the foundation of our Democracy by individuals
who put wealth ahead of public service to that democracy. I may be
16 but I have two good ears, and eyes. I hear my parents arguing a
lot about what is going on in this country and I read those
headlines on the internet. I get a headache trying to figure out
all the in and outs about what is really going on, who is right and
who is wrong. These political polls have me dizzy trying to figure
out who is actually answering these polls. Is the right behind them
or the left behind them, or the in-between. Do they really
represent the voice of America or a select few selected by this
party or that party ideology. Do they fudge with the results to get
the answers they want to mislead us. Misinformation is everywhere
in every corner of our government and society. Who do we trust, the
one who say it is a ‘Witch Hunt’, or the ones who say he is guilty
of some serious wrong doing. I heard once that politics makes for
some strange bed fellows, trying to screw everyone over. Sorry I
don’t mean your mother the Mayor, Bren. Most anyone in this city
would tell you that Lily Monroe-King has been good for this town,
an honest women who puts politics on a back burner. If a 16 year
old could vote, she would have my vote and a thousand more like
me.” Terry said.

“Thanks,
no offense taken. On the subject of Voting, my research has shown
me an alarming trend in reducing voting rights. Some more of those
Ill Winds eroding democracy. It is as if one party wants to turn
back the clock before Presidents Abe Lincolns time to assure that
certain ideologies of that era return, such as slavery, maybe not
as it once was, but a new modern kind of slavery where the elite
wealthy wants to control who can vote and who can’t vote. As well
as control there wealth from being taxed fairly by controlling the
voting polls, and along with others measures that would diminish
their power in this country. By only having voters who are aligned
with party ideology and restricting the voter who is against those
ideology policies. It is not only those who traditionally had no
voting rights before the emancipation act declared after the civil
war ended slavery, but to reduce those rights that was given
African American’s since then. That also includes the rights of
women being reduced, as if there is a group in this nation who
wants to see themselves in complete control of women, and
minorities again Terry.” Bren explained.

“That puzzles me Bren when you
consider that this country was built on the backs of minorities who
came across from Europe during the colonization of this nation and
the later immigrates that came through Ellis Island in New York
city harbor more then a 122 years ago. My own ancestors came to
this country back then. There is not an American today who can’t
lay claim to having an ancestors from Europe, or Asia, or the
Pacific island outside of Native Americans. Even from Mexico,
Central America, and South America over the course of the last 150
years or so. If we had closed our borders, say right after the
American Independence war and victory. Would we be the nation we
are today. There is not one European, Asian, Pacific Islander,
Mexican, Central or South American, and African who that has not
failed to contribute to this Nation history in one capacity or
another. Who was an immigrant of the 20th or
19th century, or was a descendant of those ancestors who colonized
this country. Yet, we seem to forget their accomplishments as
immigrants to this nation. Now we want to bar them from coming to
this country as worthless immigrants, rife with intellectual and
economical poverty, and criminal intent. A label placed on them by
the last presidential administration as a scheme to spend billions
of dollars to build a wall to keep them out. Those Billions could
have welcomed them instead of treating them as unwanted locus. I
mean, is a ten year old from Central America a rapist, or a drug
lord Bren?” Terry asked.

“No Terry, nor where his parents
or thousands like his parents who where labeled terrorist. It was
all the paranoid mind of a narcissist disturbed so called
billionaire who made people believe he was right about them being
rapist, terrorist, drug peddlers, and worse pedophiles. This
president was powerful because of those who back him and believe he
was the right person to sit in the oval office and keep this nation
from those Ill Winds from coming. When in reality he was creating
those Ill Winds and still is even after he lost re-election. It all
comes down to what is reality and what is the fantasy of a man who
should never have been able to even run for the Presidency in the
first place if the right check and balances where in place to begin
with. Like a competency test to assure he was the right man to run
for office or any elected office in this nation. Look at those we
have in congress who keep demonstrating every time they open their
mouths that they are incompetent to be in congress and not because
they are inexperienced in politics. I mean making comments like the
Jews have a laser weapon in space and they started a forest fire in
the U.S, and believing it is real, and trying to convince us it is
real.” Bren said.

“Bren we don’t need that kind of
comic act in congress, we had a buffoon in the White house for 4
years.”

***

“Roy it is Bren, can you talk?”
Bren asked Roy Kendrick his other best friend on the
phone.

“Of course I can talk. I have been
talking since I was 18 months old. No one’s been able to shut me up
since Bren. You see it has something to do with the brain and the
vocal cords at that age suddenly realizing they can mimic what the
ear’s hear. My first words where ‘Will someone please get be a
fresh diaper this one stinks to high hell’?”

“That is not what I was asking
Roy. I meant are your free to talk, like not to busy or in the
middle of something.” Bren asked.

“Oh, I am always free to talk.
Though I could be a millionaire by now if I got a Dime per word
Bren.” Roy joked.

“Quick joking around Roy, your
more like a Trillionaire the way you talk, a thousands words a
minutes. And not one wasted word either.” Bren replied.

“Why thank you Bren. I like to
think I have something to say that is worth being paid
for.”

“Roy, I was being sarcastic.” Bren
said.

“Of course your were buddy, which
part, the Trillionaire or not one wasted word per minute?” Roy
asked.

“The part where are you are free
to talk. I haven’t my allowance this week yet.” Bren said
laughing.

“Oh, he who slings rocks and
sticks at me, will find my ego is like rubber, such words will
bounce off me and pierce your funny bone buddy. For you I will take
a I.O.U. at the going interest rate payable in Chocolate Ice Cream
soda’s, and hamburgers every Saturday.” Roy stated.

“If fating you up is the interest,
what is the principal Roy?” Bren asked.

“The principal is you not telling
my mother I am cheating on my diet buddy.” Roy said.

“Fat chance of me telling your
mother Roy, I am afraid of your mother, the first women Police
Chief in town who can bench press 300 pounds and a marathon runner.
I would not have a chance of outrunning her, not to mention
surviving the full body tackle.” Bren said seriously.

“Okay, you might be right about
that buddy. Skip the Ice Cream Soda, and make that a diet soda and
a plant based hamburger at Starving Willy’s Hamburger and Pizza
Parlor say in 30 minutes. The tab’s on me.

“You mean on your Grandfather
Willy’s tab don’t you.”

“Hey what is family for but to
mooch on.” Roy explained. “So, what did you want to talk about
Bren?”

“I wanted to talk about our class
assignment in Government class Roy. Get some feed back on your
point of view. You have done your research I hope?” Bren
asked.

“Please don’t insult me buddy. I
might be a bit of a motor mouth, all right I manipulate a
conversation with my long winded sentences. I do not talk to
myself, I manage to get my homework done. I can read as fast as I
can talk Bren. And before you make a cruel and hurtful remark good
buddy, I do manage to understand what I am reading. Well most of
the time that is. I will say this is an interesting mind opening
assignment. The hard part is trying not to be judgmental as the
assignment guidelines says and take the point of view of an alien
from another planet Bren. I mean even an alien from another planet
would see this country is in a pickle barrel full of Dill pickles
gone rancid. I can’t understand how it got his far without
crumbling into dried pig manure. Why, you would think there are 2
years old’s running this country, wearing a week old diaper, and
not one of them will admit they need a change and diaper rash
cream. Stubborn to the bone and unwilling to set down and admit it.
Or admit they are wearing a week old diaper, and they are afraid to
sit down and compromise.”

“Roy, save it for the Starving
Willy’s Hamburgers and Pizza Parlor, or I my phone is going to go
dead. Keep it down to one word per minute okay?” Bren
asked.

“Really one word per minute is
like telling a Cheetah to walk not run.” Roy pointed
out.

“Roy, even a Cheetah will stop and
eat his prey.” Roy stated.

“Hey, that is my problem good
buddy. I was told to stop talking and eat, then I would eat and eat
and eat until I was overweight.” Roy claimed.

“There is a solution Roy. We can
wire your jaw shut, you lose weight and everyone gets a break from
the Guineas Book motor mouth world champion.” Bren said.

“Bren Monroe, I refuse to have my
words censured, or my jaw’s wired shut and your no friend of mine
to even suggest I wire my jaw shut to stop me from talking or
eating.” Roy said seriously.

“Fine, with me Roy, I was going to
order Starving Willy’s Chili Cheese fries with a side of Chocolate
Cherry cheese cake for dessert.

“You hate cheese cake Bren.” Roy
stated.

“I do, you don’t.”

“I will be there in 20 minutes
good buddy and I promise I will keep the words down to a slow
crawl.” Roy promised.

“You better, or you won’t be able
to eat those Chili Cheese fries and the cheese cake.”

***

“This is unfair Grandfather, who
ever heard of low calorie Cheese cake.” Roy complained.

“Grandson, apparently your mother
did, and warned me she would cut off your tab if I didn’t do my
part in helping you lose weight. Count yourself lucky I Air fry
those french fries now or that would be off the menu for you too.”
Grandpa Willy told his grandson.

“All right I will take the usual
diet coke, plant based bumburger, I mean hamburger with grilled
onions, and mustard on whole wheat bun. Chili Fries with cheese,
and a slice of that delicious low calorie Cheese cake, with low
sugar cherry sauce and a sprinkle of Chocolate curls on top. Bren
will have the same minus the plant based hamburger and a regular
coke. Put it on my tap Grandfather and don’t forget to tell my
mother what I had for lunch so she can put it in her diet diary.”
Roy ordered.

“Now, grandson you know I don’t
tell you mother everything you eat here. You got to promise me you
will just do an extra half mile run today okay. That should run off
those extra calories from the Cheese cake.”

“Grandpa I thought you said it was
low calorie cheese cake?” Roy asked.

“I promises you mother I would
find some low calorie cheese cake recipe. I made it and tasted it.
It was awful grandson. So I cut the calories in half with a thinner
slice of my regular cheese cake. If you look at the menu you will
see instead of 8 ounce slice you are getting a 4 ounce slice, half
the calories, so its low calories, with less toppings. The best
diet isn’t starving yourself, it is reducing the portions until you
stomach shrinks and get used to smaller portions. Increase your
physical activities and burn those unwanted calories off and still
find yourself needing those extra calories to keep your energy up.
Just reducing unwanted sugars and fat can help you lose weight, not
half portions alone and more exercise. I think you two better eat
in the private dinning room this time. All the booths and tables
are full. Use the back hallway entrance and keep your ears open,
those in that back booth by the front private curtain entrance
might interest you Bren. I heard them talking about the Mayor when
they came in and it wasn’t about voting for her either. Just be
quiet like a cat trying to catch a rat. I have your order up in no
time.” Grandpa Willy left the boys in the back door hallway
wondering what he meant by quiet like a cat catching a rat. The two
opened the door to the private dinning room where patrons could
have lunch meetings or private birthday parties. Roy made sure the
door leading in to the small hallway to the main public area was
open. The noises from the public dinning area filtered through the
curtain that divided the private hallway from the public dinning
room. The Last two booths where on either side of the curtained
doorway.

Bren and Roy walked into the hallway a took a
few steps to the curtain and listened to the conversation between
one adult and one teen in the booth that shared the wall with the
private dinning room. He recognized the voice of Ethan Tapp the
teen in the booth.

“Dad are your sure this is wise to
plant that evidence yourself. You get caught and it is game over
with winning that election as mayor. I can do it for you, less
chance that anyone will know who I am. I am new in town and other
then a few kids from school I hang out with. I am not known on the
streets of Burnsville yet.” Ethan explained to his dad.

“Son you can’t afford to get into
trouble again and sent back to that juvenile center again. That
will be your second strike and it would mean you would not get out
until your 18 this time. You won’t be able to convince anyone you
where in a private boarding school either.” Dr. Liam Tapp
said.

“I wouldn’t be in the juvenile
correction center if you hadn’t messed up in the first place Dad. I
took the fall for you so you and mom wouldn’t lose your medical
licenses. I spent six months in there while you and mom where
setting up your new practice here. I thought you said you and mom
where going straight this time, no more schemes.” Ethan told his
dad.

“We are, this isn’t one of our con
schemes son. Well not like the others. I am running legitimately
for Mayor. Its an opportunity to improve my reputation in a new
town. Burnsville needs new blood in the mayors office. With your
mother and my pulse on the patients in our new dental clinic we get
first hand information on all the politics of this town and who is
cheating on who or ripping off their tills, and cheating IRS. Put
them under that gas, and they will tell you everything. Once I
become mayor I will have legitimacy, and your mother and I can
start our black mailing schemes again. I just need to get this
packet of documents in the office of King Sanitation to discredit
the Mayor to make sure I win this election Ethan.” Dr. Tapp told
his son.
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