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The Third Crusade, a monumental episode in medieval history, was as much a product of religious fervor as political ambition. The concept of pilgrimage, intertwined with the notion of holy war, was a potent catalyst in medieval Christianity, galvanizing entire populations into action. This religious zeal was skillfully harnessed by the Papacy, most notably by Pope Urban II, whose impassioned call at the Council of Clermont in 1095 marked the inception of the First Crusade. 

A complex web of motivations drove the involvement of European monarchies in the Crusades. While religious commitment was a publicly declared motive, the undercurrents of political gain and territorial expansion were equally influential. With its intricate ties of loyalty and obligation, the feudal system played a significant role in mobilizing nobility and their armies for the cause. 

The annexation of Jerusalem in 1187 by Saladin, a figure of military acumen and political astuteness, marked a pivotal moment in the Crusades. The fall of Jerusalem under his leadership was not just a military triumph but also a symbolic victory that resonated deeply across the Islamic world. Conversely, the loss of Jerusalem sent shockwaves through Christendom, igniting a fervent call to arms and setting the stage for the Third Crusade.

Key figures such as Richard the Lionheart, Philip II of France, and Frederick Barbarossa were central to this effort, each driven by personal ambition and religious conviction. The logistical and financial preparations these leaders undertook were monumental, involving not just the assembly of troops but also securing funds and resources necessary for such a prolonged campaign. The journey to the Holy Land was fraught with challenges, ranging from navigational difficulties to diplomatic conflicts, testing the resolve and leadership of these monarchs.

Upon their arrival in the Holy Land, the strategic situation was complex. The Crusader states, established in earlier campaigns, were threatened, and the balance of power was in flux. The stage was set for a series of confrontations that would shape the course of the Third Crusade and leave an indelible mark on the history of East-West relations. The ensuing battles, including the pivotal Battle of Arsuf, were not merely clashes of arms but also cultures and ideologies, reflecting the deep-seated religious and political motivations that had given birth to the Crusades.

The Crusader forces  were not just grappling with the physical challenges of warfare but also with the daunting task of maintaining morale and cohesion in foreign lands. Meanwhile, Saladin's Muslim forces, buoyed by previous successes were strategically positioned yet wary of the Crusaders' next move. The skirmishes and encounters leading up to Arsuf served as physical and psychological preludes to the more significant conflict.

The impact of the Battle of Arsuf on the Third Crusade was profound. The Crusaders' victory, while not decisively ending Saladin's resistance, marked a significant shift in momentum. It rejuvenated the Crusader forces, bolstering their morale and providing a much-needed strategic advantage. 

The military tactics employed at Arsuf were a microcosm of the broader strategic innovations of the era. The Crusaders' use of heavy cavalry and infantry formations and their formidable weaponry played a crucial role in their success. The charge of the heavy cavalry, in particular, was a decisive factor in breaking the Muslim lines. On the other hand, Saladin's tactics, characterized by the use of light cavalry and archers, showcased his adaptability and understanding of the terrain. However, at Arsuf, these tactics proved ineffective against the disciplined Crusader forces. 

Richard, born into the Plantagenet dynasty, was not just a scion of his royal lineage but also of the turbulent political landscape of medieval Europe. His ascent to the English throne was a culmination of both birthright and the complex dynamics of European politics. Before the Third Crusade, Richard had already carved a reputation for himself through his military exploits, showcasing a blend of bravery and strategic insight. His leadership was not limited to martial prowess; it extended to his ability to inspire and command respect from his troops and fellow European leaders.

Saladin, in contrast, rose from a relatively modest background to become the Sultan of Egypt and Syria, a journey marked by political acumen and military skill. His reputation as a strategist was well-earned, with campaigns that displayed tactical brilliance and a deep understanding of his adversaries. Saladin's diplomatic skills were equally notable, navigating the complex web of Muslim politics and maintaining a respectful yet firm stance with the Crusader states. 

The Battle of Arsuf was shaped by these two figures and other significant factions, such as the Knights Templar and Hospitallers. With their unique blend of religious fervor and martial discipline, these military orders played pivotal roles in the Crusades. Their contributions at Arsuf, from strategic planning to frontline combat, were instrumental in the battle's outcome. 

The geographical significance of Arsuf must be recognized in this historical context. Located strategically along the coast of the Levant, Arsuf was a linchpin in the region's control. For the Crusaders, it was a gateway to further incursions into Saladin's territory, while for Saladin, it represented a critical point to halt the Crusader's advance. The terrain of Arsuf, with its coastal flatlands and nearby forests, played a crucial role in the tactics employed by both sides. With their heavy cavalry, the Crusaders found the terrain conducive to their charge, while Saladin's forces had to adapt to these conditions, compelled to fight on their enemy’s terms.
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​Chapter 2: The Angevin Empire
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The power dynamics of northwestern France during the 10th century are vividly portrayed through the lens of the Counts of Anjou. Through a protracted struggle for regional dominance, these Counts found themselves often at odds with the Dukes of Normandy and Brittany, as well as intermittently clashing with the French monarchy itself. Central to this narrative is Fulk IV, Count of Anjou, whose ambitions extended over Touraine, Maine, and Nantes. Despite these expansive claims, it was primarily in Touraine where his authority was tangibly manifested, as evidenced by the construction of formidable castles in Chinon, Loches, and Loudun.

In a strategic matrimonial alliance, Fulk IV married his son, Fulk the Younger—who was destined to ascend as King of Jerusalem—to Ermengarde, the heiress of Maine. This union not only exemplified the power politics of the era but also effectively brought Maine under Anjou's influence through a personal union.

While the Angevin dynasty was thus fortifying its position in France, their Norman adversaries were achieving a momentous feat by conquering England in the 11th century. This period also saw the rise of other significant noble families in France, altering the political landscape. The Poitevin Ramnulfids ascended as Dukes of Aquitaine and Gascony, and the Count of Blois, Stephen—father of England's future king, also named Stephen—acquired the title of Count of Champagne. These developments were indicative of a broader trend: the gradual coalescence of French power into the hands of a few influential noble families, a phenomenon that would profoundly shape the political trajectory of medieval Europe.

In the early 12th century the English throne, under Henry I, navigated a turbulent era. Henry, having defeated his brother Robert Curthose, found himself at odds with Robert's son, William Clito, the Count of Flanders. In a strategic move, Henry sought to consolidate his rule over both the Duchy of Normandy and the Kingdom of England. His plan to fortify this position through an alliance with Anjou—by marrying his son William to Fulk the Younger's daughter, Matilda—was abruptly derailed by William's untimely death in the White Ship disaster of 1120.

Undeterred, Henry then orchestrated the marriage of his daughter Matilda to Geoffrey "Plantagenet," Fulk's successor. This decision, however, hinged on the acceptance by Henry's subjects of Matilda's potential ascension to the English throne, a scenario rare in medieval Europe and fraught with uncertainty, as the reign of Urraca of León and Castile, the only prior example of a reigning queen, had shown. Nevertheless, in January 1127, the Anglo-Norman barons and prelates swore an oath recognizing Matilda as the heir, and her marriage to Geoffrey was celebrated in June 1128 in Le Mans.

To cement Matilda's claim, a network of castles and loyalists in both England and Normandy was essential. However, Henry, wary of creating dual power centers in England, withheld key fortifications from Matilda, alienating many nobles. By 1135, the rift between Henry and Matilda had deepened, and upon Henry's death in November, the stage was set for a succession crisis. Matilda, in Anjou with Geoffrey, and Stephen, her cousin and another claimant, in Boulogne, both eyed the throne. Stephen acted swiftly, securing his coronation as King of England in December 1135.

Geoffrey's initial strategy saw Matilda sent to Normandy to establish her ducal claim. He followed with military force, capturing key fortresses but was impeded by a rebellion in Anjou, led by Robert II of Sablé. Geoffrey's subsequent return to Normandy in 1136 revealed a region embroiled in internal strife, which Stephen could not immediately address. Geoffrey's new alliances with the Count of Vendôme and William X, Duke of Aquitaine, poised him for further conquests, but injuries and an outbreak of dysentery among his troops forced a retreat. Stephen's arrival in Normandy in 1137 restored some semblance of order, but at the cost of his credibility with key supporters like Robert of Gloucester, who shifted allegiance to Geoffrey and Matilda. Geoffrey's capture of Caen and Argentan escalated the conflict, now extended to England. In 1139, Matilda and Robert of Gloucester landed in England, while Geoffrey maintained pressure in Normandy. Stephen's capture in February 1141 at the Battle of Lincoln marked a significant turning point, undermining his authority in both realms.

Geoffrey, now dominant in Normandy, faced a shift in alliances as Aquitaine, under Eleanor, aligned with Louis VII of France, her husband since 1137. While Geoffrey solidified his Norman power, Matilda faced setbacks in England, culminating in a prisoner exchange—Stephen for Robert of Gloucester—at Winchester.

By 1142, Geoffrey's focus had decisively shifted to Normandy, even as Matilda's position in England grew precarious. His conquests, including Avranches, Mortain, and Cherbourg, led to Rouen's surrender in 1144, whereupon he declared himself Duke of Normandy, gaining formal recognition from Louis VII. Despite Matilda's desperate situation, Geoffrey's assistance was not forthcoming. Internal strife in Anjou escalated, with Geoffrey's brother Helie demanding Maine. Amidst this Angevin turmoil, Geoffrey relinquished the Norman ducal title in 1150, investing his son Henry, though he and Matilda continued to wield significant influence.

This period marked the onset of six decades of Angevin rule over Normandy, a time that saw the establishment of Norman customs and institutions, enduring well into the era of the French Revolution.

In 12th-century European politics, the nominal foundation of the Angevin Empire emerges as a pivotal chapter, marked by strategic marriages, shifting alliances, and territorial ambitions. The narrative unfolds with Stephen of England continuing to lay claim to Normandy, harboring hopes of an alliance with Louis VII of France. Louis, having recognized Henry as Duke of Normandy in August 1151 in a quid pro quo for territorial concessions, remained disgruntled over Henry and Geoffrey's handling of Giraud II of Montreuil-Berlay's failed rebellion against Angevin rule.

The geopolitical landscape underwent a significant shift in September when Geoffrey died, bequeathing to Henry the title of Count of Anjou and dominion over Touraine and Maine. Contrary to initial plans to leave Anjou to his younger son, also named Geoffrey, the elder Geoffrey reportedly made a deathbed request for his vassals to withhold burial until Henry agreed to honor his wishes. Historian W. L. Warren speculated that this tale was propagated to justify the younger Geoffrey's later insurrection against Henry, offering the Angevin nobility a pretext to regain some measure of independence.

The plot thickened in March 1152 with the annulment of Louis VII and Eleanor of Aquitaine's marriage on grounds of consanguinity. Eleanor, retaining her Duchy but remaining Louis' vassal, narrowly evaded capture by Henry's brother Geoffrey while en route to Poitiers, where she promptly married Henry, thereby granting him control over Aquitaine, Gascony, and Poitou. Louis, incensed, launched an assault on Normandy.

Meanwhile, in Anjou, Henry's refusal to cede the county to his brother set the stage for a formidable coalition against him, spearheaded by Louis VII and including Stephen of England, Eustace IV of Boulogne, Henry I, Count of Champagne, Robert of Dreux, and Henry's brother Geoffrey.

In July 1152, the Capetian forces attacked Aquitaine, while Louis and his allies targeted Normandy. Simultaneously, Geoffrey instigated a rebellion in Anjou, and Stephen assailed Angevin loyalists in England. The Anglo-Norman nobility, sensing the tide turning, shifted their allegiances. Henry, poised to claim the English throne, found his territories under siege. He swiftly subdued Geoffrey's rebellion in Anjou before setting sail for England in January 1153 to confront Stephen. Fortune favored Henry when Louis fell ill and withdrew, and Henry's defenses held firm against his adversaries. The death of Stephen's son, Eustace, under mysterious circumstances, led to the Treaty of Winchester, with Stephen naming Henry as his successor under certain conditions—terms that Matilda had previously rejected.

Upon Stephen's death on 25 October 1154, Henry ascended as King Henry II of England. The question of Anjou's governance resurfaced, with Henry receiving a papal dispensation from Pope Adrian IV to renege on his oath, citing coercion. Attempts to placate Geoffrey with compensatory offers at Rouen in 1156 were rebuffed, leading to Geoffrey's revolt. However, Geoffrey's position was untenable, particularly as Louis chose not to intervene following Henry's homage for his continental possessions. Henry decisively quashed Geoffrey's rebellion, relegating him to an annual pension. Thus was the Angevin Empire, a complex and far-reaching dominion, firmly established.

In the early stages of Henry II's reign, he embarked on an ambitious expansion of the Angevin Empire. This endeavor entailed not only the acquisition of additional territories but also the strategic creation of a network of vassal states around England and Normandy to serve as buffers. Key regions targeted for expansion included Scotland, Wales, Brittany, and Flanders – the latter being sought more as an ally than a dominion.

Under King David I, Scotland had capitalized on the period of English civil strife known as The Anarchy to seize key northern territories. In Wales, influential leaders such as Rhys of Deheubarth and Owain Gwynedd had risen to prominence. In Brittany, there was scant evidence of Duke Eudes II acknowledging Norman supremacy. Additionally, two critical frontier castles, Moulins-la-Marche and Bonmoulins, remained outside Angevin control, held by Robert of Dreux. In Flanders, Count Thierry had aligned with Louis VII's coalition against Henry in 1153, and further south, the Count of Blois had secured Amboise. For Henry, these territorial matters demanded resolution.

Henry's reign was characterized by his dynamism and rapid mobility across his domains. Roger of Howden remarked on Henry's swift travels, leading Louis VII to express astonishment at his speed. Henry's presence was often more pronounced in France than in England, prompting Ralph de Diceto to wryly suggest that only the Tower of London was left to bring the king back to England.

In 1154, Henry II strategically repurchased Vernon and Neuf-Marché from Louis VII, setting a new tone in the Plantagenet-Capetian relationship. Despite Louis VII's unsuccessful attempts to undermine Henry II, the Angevin control of England in 1154 rendered any opposition to Angevin superiority over Capetian forces futile. Nevertheless, Henry II remained resolute in his demands until the entire Norman Vexin was recovered. Thomas Becket, then Chancellor of England, led negotiations in Paris in the summer of 1158. The splendor displayed by Becket prompted a French observer to marvel at the wealth of the Angevin court. As part of the negotiations, Louis VII's infant daughter, Margaret, was betrothed to Henry's heir, Henry the Young King, with the Norman Vexin as her dowry. Theobald V, Count of Blois, returned Amboise and Fréteval to Henry.

In Flanders, the counts had historically been unpredictable allies of the French kings. Count Thierry, having initially opposed Henry II, saw a shift in relations due to Flanders' economic dependence on English trade, especially through the Flemish port of Boulogne. Henry re-established cordial relations to the extent that Thierry appointed Henry as guardian and regent of his eldest son, Philip, during his pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 1157. The death of William of Blois in 1159 left the titles of Count of Boulogne and Count of Mortain vacant. Henry II absorbed Mortain into Normandy and arranged for Thierry's second son, Matthew, to marry William's sister, Mary, granting him Boulogne. This marriage, coupled with the renewal of a treaty between Henry I of England and Robert II of Flanders, ensured Flemish neutrality in any future conflict with France and included a provision for Flemish knights in exchange for an annual tribute.

In Brittany, the death of Duke Conan III in 1148 left a succession dilemma. While his son Hoël was the apparent heir, evidence suggests he was illegitimate, leaving Hoël recognized only as Count of Nantes. Conan's sister Bertha, Duchess of Brittany, and her husband, Eudo of Porhoët, ruled Brittany. However, Bertha's son Conan from her previous marriage emerged as Henry II's preferred candidate for Duke of Brittany. In Nantes, a citizen uprising in 1156 led to Henry II's brother Geoffrey replacing Hoël as count. Conan's successful invasion against Eudo culminated in his accession as Duke of Brittany, though Nantes remained under direct Angevin control. By 1158, Geoffrey's death allowed Conan to seize Nantes, a critical trade hub for Henry II. Henry's military response and diplomatic threats led Conan to cede Nantes back to him, in exchange for recognition as Duke. Despite Conan's rule, Henry II continued to exert influence in Brittany.

By 1166, it was clear that Conan could not maintain order in Brittany independently. Henry II seized control, betrothing Conan's daughter and heir, Constance, to his son Geoffrey, and took possession of the duchy in Geoffrey's name. Henry II received homage from Breton nobles and intervened in ecclesiastical appointments, consolidating Angevin control over Brittany. By 1169, Brittany was firmly under Angevin rule, with Henry II's son Geoffrey receiving homage from the Breton nobles

Henry II's reign, characterized by strategic expansionism, saw him embroiled in a series of territorial negotiations and conflicts across his realm. In 1157, he engaged in discussions with Malcolm IV of Scotland regarding territories previously seized by Malcolm's grandfather, David I. Despite Henry's earlier oath to David that these lands would forever belong to the Scottish crown, his formidable power swayed the argument in his favor, as noted by historian William of Newburgh.

Malcolm IV eventually relented, paying homage to Henry and receiving Huntingdon as part of his inheritance. This concession, however, left Malcolm's successor, William the Lion, disgruntled due to his loss of Northumberland, previously granted to him by David I.

In the context of the coalition formed by Louis VII, William the Lion made two attempts to invade Northumberland in 1173 and 1174, only to be captured near Alnwick. This led to the stringent Treaty of Falaise, which placed significant Scottish territories under English garrison control. This situation remained until Richard I's Quit-claim of Canterbury in 1189, which historian Warren hailed as a diplomatic triumph for its return of key territories to Scotland in exchange for funding Richard's crusade, thereby securing England's northern flank.

In Wales, Henry II faced stubborn resistance from leaders like Rhys of Deheubarth and Owain Gwynedd. Despite multiple military campaigns, the Welsh fiercely resisted, leading to a massive Angevin invasion in 1164. The campaign was hindered by adverse weather and guerrilla tactics from the Welsh, preventing the conquest of Wales. The situation in Ireland presented a different opportunity for expansion, with the Holy See supportive of bringing the Irish Church into closer alignment with Rome. In 1155, Henry received papal approval for an Irish campaign, but it was delayed due to troubles in his other domains.

By 1167, with the recognition of Dermot of Leinster as "prince of Leinster," Henry allowed Dermot to recruit soldiers for his cause in Ireland. Henry's eventual arrival in Ireland in 1171 led to the submission of most Irish kings, securing his control over key regions and strongholds.

In 1177, Henry appointed his son John as the first Lord of Ireland, though John's initial rule was largely ineffective, leading to the rise of other Anglo-Norman interests in Ireland.

The claim over Toulouse posed a more complex challenge, given its strategic significance and wealth. Eleanor's ancestors had claimed this large county, a central power in the ancient Duchy of Aquitaine. In 1159, Henry gathered a vast army to attack Toulouse, avoiding direct confrontation with King Louis VII, who was part of the city's defense. Henry captured several key locations but left Toulouse proper unconquered.

OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
ANTHONY HOLLAND






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





