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WRITE RELIGIOUSLY

In one of the early episodes of the TV show, M*A*S*H*, Colonel Henry Blake was asked his view on church services. His reply: “Oh, I avoid church religiously.”

The line is funny because we know what he means. We say we watch TV “religiously,” or exercise “religiously.” At its root, though, the word meant something deeper: to do something with reverence, devotion, and faithfulness.

That’s exactly what it takes to be a Christian writer.

Writing religiously is more than putting words on a page. It is the practice of showing up faithfully—even when inspiration is scarce. It is the discipline of treating the act of writing not merely as a career or a hobby but as a calling, a ministry, a way to join in God’s work of speaking truth and light to the world.

Paul urged Timothy, “Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season” (2 Timothy 4:2). For Christian writers, the page is our pulpit. Writing religiously means we keep showing up, in season and out, with words that carry weight and point people toward Christ.

When you write religiously, you don’t just craft sentences—you craft testimonies. You don’t just tell stories—you steward truth. And in doing so, your writing becomes not only an act of creativity but also an act of worship.

[image: ]

Market Like Hell

If writing is the ministry, marketing is the stewardship.

As a child, I was told that “hell” was a “bad word.” For many writers, the word “marketing” feels worse than a curse word. But here’s the truth: a message no one hears cannot minister. Jesus told His followers, “You are the light of the world... no one lights a lamp and hides it under a bowl” (Matthew 5:14–15). Yet too many Christian authors pour their hearts into books, only to tuck them away in obscurity.

That is why we must learn to market—not casually, not timidly—but with the urgency of someone who knows souls are on the line.

When I say “market like hell,” I don’t mean with the devil’s intent—I mean with his intensity. Scripture calls him “a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). He studies, strategizes, and never relents. Shouldn’t we, as messengers of hope, approach our calling with at least as much persistence?

To market like hell means to labor with energy and passion, to use every tool wisely, and to refuse to shrink back from the responsibility of getting your message into the world. It is not about self-glory—it is about stewardship. It is about faithfully carrying the words God gave you to the readers who need them.

A Sacred Pairing

To write religiously without marketing is like planting seeds but never watering them. To market like hell without writing religiously is like shouting into the wind without substance. But when the two work together—faithful writing and relentless marketing—your words can bear fruit in ways you never imagined.

This book will show you how to do both. How to see writing as a discipline of devotion and marketing as a discipline of stewardship. How to put pen to paper with reverence, and then proclaim that message with boldness.

You were not called to be silent. You were called to write. You were called to share. You were called to steward the words entrusted to you with courage and care.

The challenge before you is this: pursue the ministry of writing with faithfulness, and embrace the stewardship of marketing with boldness. 

Let your light shine. 

Write religiously. 

Market like hell.

“To me, a book is a message from the gods to mankind; or, if not, should never be published at all.”

Aleister Crowley 

Write Religiously 
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Two Vital Questions
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BEFORE WE TALK ABOUT marketing, platforms, or even publishing, we need to pause and ask two questions that will shape your entire journey:


	Are you a writer?

	Do you understand what it means to be a writer who is also a Christian?



These may seem simple at first glance, but how you answer them will define not only your craft but your calling.
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Are You a Writer?

You’ve probably felt it—that undeniable urge to put pen to paper and pour out your thoughts. Words haunt your dreams and dance in your mind, begging to be set free. Writing isn’t just something you do; it’s something you are.

To be a writer is not merely to string words together. It is to carry an insatiable hunger that can only be satisfied by capturing the essence of emotions, experiences, and ideas through language. It is to see the world in sentences, to carry notebooks filled with half-finished thoughts, to feel restless until you’ve expressed what stirs within you.

That’s why calling yourself a writer is about more than output. It’s about identity. A writer is not someone who wrote once, or even someone who dreams of writing “someday.” A writer is someone who keeps writing. Someone who shows up to the page faithfully, in season and out, whether inspiration comes easily or feels painfully absent.

The psalmist captured this identity when he declared, “My heart is stirred by a noble theme as I recite my verses for the king; my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer” (Psalm 45:1). Notice the movement: his words weren’t just about skill—they were an offering. His writing was not an accident of talent, but an act of devotion.

So, let me ask again: are you a writer? Do you own that identity—not just as someone who occasionally puts words on paper, but as someone committed to the long obedience of shaping words faithfully?

If you can say yes, then you already carry a holy responsibility. Because words matter. And the words God places in your heart are not meant to remain buried in journals or hidden in files—they are meant to be planted as seeds.
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What It Means to Be a Christian Writer 

Let’s press a little deeper. It’s one thing to say, “I’m a writer.” It’s another to say, “I’m a writer who belongs to Christ.”

Does that mean you can only write devotionals or sermons? Does every novel have to quote Scripture? Not at all. Being a Christian writer doesn’t mean you write only about Christianity—it means your identity in Christ shapes how and why you write.

Every story you tell, every poem you pen, every article and blog post you share bears the imprint of your worldview. Your words carry fragments of who you are, whether you intend them to or not. As Jesus said, “A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart... for the mouth speaks what the heart is full of” (Luke 6:45). What fills your heart will inevitably shape what flows from your pen.

This is what it means to be a Christian writer:


	
You write with truth. Whether in fiction or nonfiction, you resist the temptation to compromise your message just to please trends.


	
You write with love. You don’t wield words to tear down or condemn—you use them to build, to encourage, to bring light into dark places. “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).


	
You write with stewardship. You labor over your craft, not to seek glory, but because God deserves your best. You revise, polish, and refine your writing because you see it as an offering.




Being a Christian writer means more than weaving Bible verses into your chapters. It means approaching the page with reverence, aware that words can heal or harm, inspire or discourage, honor God or distract from Him.

It also means being courageous enough to reach beyond the church pews. Yes, some of your work may encourage believers directly—but don’t underestimate how God can use your story, even in unexpected genres, to plant seeds in the hearts of those far from Him. The Gospel itself was carried by letters written to a wide variety of audiences—some faithful, some skeptical. Your writing can do the same.
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The Weight and Joy of This Identity

So, why are these two questions—Am I a writer? Am I a Christian writer?—so vital? Because without them, you will waver when the challenges come. And they will come.

Writing is hard. Marketing is harder. You will face rejection. You will feel invisible. You will wonder if anyone is listening. If your identity rests only on external validation—book sales, social media likes, positive reviews—you will crumble.

But if you know that you are a writer, and if you know you are a writer who belongs to Christ, then you stand on a foundation that cannot be shaken. You don’t write to prove yourself. You don’t market to chase approval. You write because you are called. You market because you are stewarding that call.

Jesus’ parable of the talents in Matthew 25 reminds us of this. The faithful servants didn’t bury what their master gave them. They multiplied it. And when the master returned, they heard, “Well done, good and faithful servant  (Matthew 25:23).

Christian writer, your words are your talent. To bury them in obscurity is not humility—it is disobedience. To write faithfully and to market boldly is to honor the God who entrusted you with this gift.
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Carrying the Light

So ask yourself honestly:


	Am I a writer—not just a dreamer, but someone who shows up with faithfulness?

	Am I a writer who belongs to Christ—letting Him shape not only what I write, but why I write?



If you can say yes, then you are ready for this journey.

Because the world doesn’t just need more words. It needs words written with devotion. It needs words carried into the light. It needs writers who write religiously and market like hell—not for their own fame, but for God’s glory.

Step into your identity. Embrace your calling. Steward your gift.

The blank page is waiting.

Your Action Steps:

As you reflect on these two questions—Am I a writer? Am I a Christian writer?—take time to move from thought into action. Grab your journal or notebook and work through the following steps:


	
Claim Your Identity as a Writer 
	
Write a short declaration beginning with: “I am a writer because...”


	List three reasons why writing is more than a hobby for you—it’s part of your God-given identity.





	
Name Your Calling as a Christian Writer 
	Reflect on how your faith shapes your writing.

	Write down three ways you want Christ to be reflected in your words (e.g., offering hope, telling the truth, writing with compassion).





	
Examine Your Influence 
	Look at a recent piece of your writing—an essay, story, devotional, or even a social media post.

	
Ask: Does this reflect the values I want to live out as a Christian writer? If yes, note how. If not, prayerfully jot down one way you could bring your faith perspective more clearly into future work.









	
Pray Over Your Pen (Literally) 	Hold your pen (or place your hands on your keyboard) and pray: “Lord, use these words for Your glory. Help me to write faithfully, and give me courage to share what You give me.”





	
Commit to One Next Step 
	Choose one concrete action you will take this week as a writer (e.g., write 500 words daily, join a writers’ group, revise an old piece).

	Choose one action as a Christian writer (e.g., pray before writing sessions, weave Scripture into your current project, or write a reflection on what God is teaching you).
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Should You Write a Book?


[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


WHY SHOULD A CHRISTIAN Write a Book?

Writing a book can feel daunting. It takes time, courage, and faith. Many Christians wrestle with questions like: Do I really have anything worth saying? Will anyone care? Should I even try?

But pause and consider this: writing a Christian book is not just about filling pages—it’s about stewarding the gifts God has given you. It’s about planting seeds that can grow into encouragement, hope, and even salvation in the lives of others.
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